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No. 1. 

Consul-General IVootl to tfo Marqutss of Salisbury.—(Jlmivnl July I.) 

Tabrvtz, .Urn- 10, 18118. 

' I II VVIi the honour In Imnsmit, for your Lordship's information, the copy id a 
despatch l have this .lay uddressod her .Majesty’s M.midnr a 
report sunt, to me hy Her Majesty’s Viee-Cmisii! at Van, Captain Elliot. on the 
normal state of affairs existing on the Tin.-lYr-um herder. 

1 have, cm. 

(Signed) CECIL (i- WOOD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Consul-General IIW I" Sir M. Durant/. 

(Xo. 1.) 'I'tihrrcx, Junr 1(1, 1MI8. 

r ' I 11AVK the honour to forward, for your l A.sdletiey's information, , ' 1 ''"’"I'J' ''j “ 
re|sjrt addressed to me hy Her Majesty's Vice-Consul id \ an, M’ '"” ; 1 ' 1 ; -; h 

me the result or his observations during his recent incursion into tin pnnmti 

,,,yi lSr , | i hisc..i..inunieatio,t, your Excellency will perceive that Caplaiij Umnt 

round few signs of activity auonr the Aruionian ivvolutt.tries on the lioul. i . a 

that the insecurity which exists there is caused rather hy tty raids and '{"•ure-' j‘ 
an- usual at this season anions the owners ami Kliaixi.iins ol the docks su km, 
pasturage than by pnlitical or racial animosities. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) CECIL ti. A\OOl). 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 

Cop to in Elliot to Cunsiil’Gonont II not!. 

Unni, Muy 81,1«U*>. 

lr ’ 1 HAVE the honour to report tint t have travelled from Tnhn ez, through dullii. 

Maku, Kani-Aine, Var, Salmas, and llaradost, to Urmi, . 

Nowhere have 1 seen or heard ol any signs ol activity on the part of 

Armenian revolutionists. . ,, ,i , 1,1 

I had heard at Kltoi and from Van that they were tisseinhlini; at the old 

[lllOj 










Armciinn Monastery of Kavnkilissa, about -is bouis south or Maku, with a vicuv to 

attacking the Kurds on the Turkish It.. . . „ „„ 

After leaving Maku I visited this monastery, and found that there wore o 
revolutionists there, last year they had concealed upwards of 100 ritles and 
ammunition in the village near the monastery, but no one had been there since. 

At Salmas there were a few revolutionists, about half-a-dozen, in hiding. 

I saw or heard nothing to indicate that the Kurds on the frontier are more than 
usually restless. , . , . 

Tin* summer raids have, however, as was to l>e expfict'-d. coinmeiiccd. 

Met.wee,i Kara-Ainoand Zorava I hear.I 11,at 200 llamidich Kurds iron, turkey 
had sacked two villages and killed two men. I got this information Iron, lugltives 
wilt. were driving olT a few sheep that had reaped the observation <>r the marauders. 

\\\ along the border great insecurity appears to exist, and no one will venture 
far from his village or camp except on the main roads. . ,, 

In Soma'i and HnradoM, the country ot the Shikak Kurils, the Persian Govern- 
ment had sen. a force into the hills against Temur Agha. Ins man who was 
ivco-mized l.v the Government ns Chief of the SInkak Kurds, had collected the taxes 
fro,if the tribes and refused to hand them over, so troops have been sent against him, 
who are being assisted by II,e partisans of Kassim Aglia the Chief, whom most of the 
Shikaks recognize. . . , , 

I saw this “ .vrmv ” in camp, and was told it was 1,<H><> strong .and had one held 

gun. It is unlikely that much Id.I will he shed in tins - war, but the Christians 

and other inoffensive people in the theatre nl it will suite. 

I sum the Khali of Mnku several times, lie is intelligent and well educated, and 

appears it man of business. . f . . 

The Kurds in the neighbourhood rive afraid ot linn, i believe lie has no 
-empathies with Armenian revolutionists as such, and does not want to he com¬ 
promised l.v them, lie is fond of Intililiiig houses lor Inn,self, and is-desirous of 

!-:■..raging Armenians to settle in Mnku m work at trades. I lie Armenians already 

there do not, I believe, view with favour an arrangement that would cheapen labour. 

I nas told that they started the story of revolutionists hiding in Maku m order to get 
rid ,.f the rcfie-ccs from Turkey, nhoiit twenty-one fnmiliesot whom stayed throughout 
the winter in Maku, and were'helped by Swedish missionaries. They were sent away 

1 Tl'i'e Khan wns expecting a visit from M. Minvuski, Hussion Vice-Consul nl Van, 
When I arrived. I do not think he has particularly strong Russian sympathies but 
as a mutter of business lie desires to stand well with such neighbours, lie and his 
familv arc learning Itussiun. . r •. . r 

Permission lias I.. asked on behalf of a chanty directed by l)r. Lepsius, or 

llerlin, t« found an orphanage in Maku. ami a colony of about thirty families of 
refugees from Turkey, near Kurnkilissa. A 

Everywhere that 1 travelled in Persia 1 have found the people, Christian and 
Moslem, complaining of over-taxation and oppression. They are anxiously expecting 
a change of some sort, and the first question almost invariably put to my men was 
whether I had not come to see about the introduction of reforms. 

This was one of the points on which M. llippins, the Russian \ ice-LOnsul, who 
travelled with me from Klioi to Tabrcoz, made earelul inquiries. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


No. 2. 


Mr. (If liunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July d.) 

Mvhml' ) Thtrapm, June 3 D, 161 ) 8 . 

' 1 HAD the honour to report to your Lordship, in rov telegram No. 138 of the 
27th instant, that the French Charge d’Affaires had officially mlonucd the Suhlnuo 
Pmte that, unless a satisfactory assurance could he given that the French danns for 
lns-es arising out of the massacres would Ik; paid out of the Greek Mar Indemnity. 
Pis Government would help themselves to the amount by taking it from the lust 
instalment of the indemnity before it left Paris. 


The total Of the French elaini, \vhioli, I am^formed^covere losses in Asia Minor 
IIS well as ill Constantinople. ««»<•«>* * his Government has adopted 

^it 

ssriiss 

paid “ intdgralemcnt and -on tout etat <le cat«o ’Turkish money. 

France tile tndoinnity ls»« would then bo 

eonr^cto, tliemoney to ,g to the £ 

p-a y- .-. 

.‘jes^-t^-sai- 

MiSTSSe claims unless tl,ey°reecivcd a promise of payment out of Urn- 
war indemnity. . the imrticukir steps which il will 

S £i£ ZSS 2 S SAX ..fe»- - - 

timmsch'cs'Vf they clioosi 'to employ {hem as in the matter of the Comrtmitmoplo 
tiua.v dues ,,u .,i mv last interview that the French and Italian 

..jt»srsa?i|fi 38 -..-».- 

llU 'i'l,e preoiso ilgures of our demands are as follows 

British lows (luring nues-icrc* nt Cowlluitinople— __ j;,mn |i' u 

1*t H*t .. •• *• "* ’* " .. lft.JIhll K 0 

Comm'nJlSon f«r n.nnWr of llriiftdi 1»*4 *« Ufa? cmfoj .. • • JJ \\ 

jjSSSl k-tter carried by lirituh l'u»t ‘Mice employ* 

Amu Minor cliiiiitf— # M 574 0 » 

Mr*. lUwaijiitn .. •• •• ** ** * 371 0 U 

Mr. Qiithenil 

Toed.«•<>“ 1 0 

Of the above total 82,0781. are claimed in respect of Constantinople, and the 
remainder in respect of Asia Minor- ;,„.lnsed in Sir F Currie’s despatch 

Indemnity. ,,,, i„ 0 iudc the claim of M. Arabian, of 

“ * lhr 

Majesty's Embassy. j | 1(1VC> &<.. 

(Signed) M- DF, BUNSEN. 


No. 3 . 

Jfr. dr «„,i»ra to the Marqu't* of Soliikury.—(Rtctived Join U.) 

(No. 38S.) Tkerapitt, July 5,1808. 

My Lord, , «• .» i fjtli ultimo, I have tin* honour 

l;mts which had heen brought against tho Turkish officials. 












Ik- reports, however, tlmt tin- latter are guilty ot' much unnecessary harshness in 
cbiidueling tin- search for arms in tlie Armenian villages, nhd that Lieutenant Ali llev, 
will, lias hern |ilaml in command of the search party, is openly accused of riddling the 

" Mr. Block has, l>v my direction, called I ho attention of tin- Snldime l’orte to the 
methods of investigat'ion ‘employed bv Lieutenant Ali Hoy and ids associates, urging 
that the charges of pillage and cruelly which have hern made against them should he 
investigated, and the search for arms carried out by mure trustworthy officials, 
ill-. Work added that, according t" the information received at Her Majesty's Embassy, 
the Aklilat district lias snlfered severely from Kurdish depredations during the last 
few months, and the gendarmerie have totally failed to ludd in eheek eh her tlie Kurds 
or the revolutionary minority among the Armenians. Under these rirrumstnners, a 
seareii for arm- was natural* euuugli, and it was right that notorious revolutionary 
agents should Is- disarmed. On tlie other hand, it had hern made ahmahmtly clear 
liv the reports received from Her Majesty's Consuls ilial the hulk of tin- Armenian 
population carried anus for defensive purposes, anil tiial, so long as tin- license indulged 
in by tin- Kurds was allowed to continue, it would lie unjust to deprive tin- former of 
their onlv means of keeping their assailants in eheek. A remedy for the presold dis¬ 
orders should lie sought by adding to tint meinh.-rs of the gendarmerie, mid insisting 
on tile fnllllment by thcm’of the elementary duty of protecting the lives and property 
of the inhabitants. , 

A general disarmament of tlie iiioll'cnsive portion of the Armenian population 
would onlv increase tlie evil. 

1 have, So. 

(Signed) M. 1)E HUXSKX. 


Mr. dr lluusen I a Ihr Marquess of Salisbury .—(ffnv.Vrrf July II.) 

(Xo. 391. Confidential.) _ 

Mv Lord, (>ia*Oia<om;i/r, duty i, ISOS. 

IN my despatch Xo. 330, Confidential, of the 2nd ultimo I had the.honour to 
report tlmt Ujevad llov’s mission to St. l’ciersbmgh was regarded by Ids Govern- 
nii.nl us a partial success, ill that lie claimed to have silenced the Russian demand 
for the repatriation of the Armenian relugers now in the Caucasus, a demand 
embarrassing to the l’orte, who feared Hint these returning Vrim i inus might mnifUcr 
I,mm revolutionaries among them who would create disturbance by inciting to 
rclicliinu lln-ir pi aeeful compatriots in Asia Minor. 

Vcenriliiig to inforiiiation, however, whieli I have receiv 1 rnnfiilrniialiy Irinil a 
t mat worthy souree, tin- satisraelion of the Ottoman Government oil this point was 
premature,' siaee the Russian Government, after a silence of two mouths, 
reeoninieneeil representations on the subject early in .lone through their 
Ambassador here, and staled their intend n of expelling at once such of (lie 
Araienians as were without visible means of support. 

Tlie Ottoman Ambassador al St. I’elersbur : war in-eon' mslrueted to 


I lie Emperor lo explain to His Imperial Majesty tho gr 


dnii'cr to Turkey which would result from the execution of the contemplated 
measure, and to* make a personal appeal on In-hall' of the Sultan for its 

nlmmlomncnt. .. . . 

This tlomaml 'or an audience, made through M. ( M«e, the absence 
of (omit .Mom-avid], was politely rcluscd on tin ground ol pivssing >ocial and 
pnblie enjrm eluent*-, and immediately nfk'rwanR a Russian vessel laden with 
Anuenian families from the Caucasus appealed before Tvcbi/.ntul. 

Th.- I’iiiu , ihrough llusui Pasha at St. IViersbiir^h, mid throu-Jt the Russian 
Kinbassy here, pleaded that the repatriation might at least cease till some decision 
had been taken us to the disposal of the immigrants. 

M. Chirldcine expressed the liveliest surprise on hearing .1 the incident, which, 
he slated, hud taken place without his knowledge or consent, and he promised to make 
ii.( porics of the Minister of the Interior and or the <loveriior-Gcncrol »>f the 
Caueasus. „ ... , ... 

Count Mouravieir, on his return, proved equally conciliatory, and promised that 


or Count Mouraviell, was 
public engagements, and 


the rcpatriitlinn should cease, adding that he had the intention of suggesting the 
dispatch of the Armenians to Siberia for employment on the railway works now in 
progress Tlie Sultan showed his gratitude for this concession by conferring at 
once on his Excellence the Order of the Medjidio in brilliant*, and on M Chichkme 
the first ei ->s of the Oshmilii. . . , 

Unfortunately fur the Porte, the Russian Minister of the Interior declared the 
Siberian scheme to lie impracticable, and llusiii Pasha was instructed to propose as 
a solution the payment by the Porte to tlie Armenians ol a sum of money on 
condition id their promising, on leaving Russian territory, not to return to 1 urkisti 
soil, but to establish themselves elsewhere. Before this transaction could lie 
completed a new band of 800 Armenians arrived in Turkey by hind, and the Porte 
learned tlmt 15,000 more would billow shortly. Tlie total iiumlier ol Armenians 
whose expulsion is enniempialed bv tlie Russian Government is variously stated as 
between 30.000 and (id,(Mb)- . . 

Meanwhile, M. Zinovioff, who had appar, inly been kept in ignorance ol the 
negotiations carried on at St. Petersburg!!, continued to press the Porte for an 
immediate decision on tlie subject. Count Moiirnviolf accounted for the commence* 
incut of the exodus, of which lie said he was unaware, by stating that no reply had 
yet been received from tlie Governor-General of the Caucasus, ami that M. ZinovtcIT 
had been acting upon previous instructions. 

Mis Kxcellenc) addressed a somewhat severe telegram to his Ambassador, 
which In* even communicated to llusni Pasha, in which he explained the state ol the 
case, ami expressed himself “ an plus hunt point surpns till malentemtu survenn a 
hi suite des communications de Husni Pacha.” 

Not the least interesting feature ol the allair is the efTcct it has produced on the 
relations between M. ZinoviejF and his chief, which have been severely strained for 
many months past. . 

It appears that the Ambassador, on learning ol the negotiations which had 
been carried on behind his buck for u whole month, and which completely stultified 
the representations uiude bv liim here in pursuance ol his instructions, telegraphed 
to Count Mouraviell' to sav tlmt such proceedings tended lo render his position 
impossible l>\ making him rhiiculous in the eves of tile Porlc, and added that il a 
similar jioliev were pursued in the iuttirc no course would lie open to him but to 
tender his resignation. 

I understand that his anger lias since been appeased, but 1 have not Iluard Unit 
any dceisam has been taken "ilh regard In the disposal of the Armenians, or that 
the Decree of Expulsion published by tlie Russian Government early last .May has 
lieen rescinded. 

The provisions ol this Decree linve already boon communicated lo your Lordsliip 
In- Her Maiestv's Consul ui Baloum in his despatch Xo. 13 oi the 25th May. 

3 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) M. I)E BUNSEN. 


Mr. dr liutitten to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July ll.y 

(Xo. 393.) .... 

My Lord, Thcrapia, July 1 , 1898. 

' IX niv despatch Xo. 325 of the 21st May, 1 reported the steps taken by this 
Embassy in order to cause the Vali of Sivns to lie colled to account for his conduct in 
the matter of the abduction of Armenian girls and their forced conversion to Isl.imism, 
for which that province has become so notorious. 

I regret lo state that the instructions sent to the Vali ou Mr. Block’s representa¬ 
tions have produced, as yet, no perceptible elt'ect. The two further despatches from 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Siva*, transmitted herewith, will show that, although 
abundant evidence proving tlmt force was used hi these eases has been brought before 
the Court of Appeal, the Vali, without waiting for tho decision of the Court, lias 
obtained from tlie Administrative Council of his province, which lias not heard the 
evidence, a formal document declaring tlmt the abductions and conversions wore 
willingly acquiesced in by the women, and has sent this document to the Ministry of 
tlie Interior. 

[1110] C 
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Mr. Block lms again spoken strongly to the Minister of the Interior, pointing out 
that the Voli's action in the whole of this case has l>cen highly reprehensible, and that 
he should he severely reprimanded, if not removed from his post, lie held similar 
language to the Foreign Minister and Grand Yi/.ier, and he learns that the Vail’s 
conduct has been the subject of some unfavourable discussion in the Council of State, 
and that the Minister of the Interior is in communication with the Minister of Justice 
with regard to the matter. 

I have, •fee. 

(Signed) M. T)E BUNSEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 5. 
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Captain MaututeK to Sir I* t'ui 


>ims, June 12, lSt)S. 
i collecting signatures 
or In* is, &(!., so that 


I IIAVK the honour to report that the Mali is engaged 
from Armenians and others saying what an excellent Gove 
doubtless lie is afraid of some action at Constantinople. 

As already stated in my despatch No. ^ or the 25th May last, the discontent 
against the Vali is general. 1% ,, ... , 

A small syndicate, eompos(*d of the Vali, the Na/irof the I uhlie Debt, Mclimed 
Bey. (hi* Cadi, mid the Military Commandant, practically have the Government in 
their hands, collecting all the money they can, and abandoning all idea ofjnstiee. 

The Fraeureur-General, after sending forward a formal protest, has been removed 
to Kharput at his own rcquiwt. I could quote many specific instances of injustice 
which I heard here and on mv journey recently to Azizie. 

The forcible abduction of Armenian girls is not strictly a religious question, hut 
tliov are carried off and handed over to rich Notables of Sivns and elsewhere in a 
condition or white slavery to propitiate these men and make them keep their mouths 
shut. . , , . . 

The abductors of the girls at Chopni, seven in number, were at first placed in prison 
at Charkishln, hut have now Ivecn released without the ease going before any t ourt at 
:tll. I Imvi" brought this In tlio notice nf tin; Vali. lint lie lms done nothin-. 

In tile case nf tile nliilnctinn at Ynrhissar. I managed to procmv a retrial after tho 
men had lieen released. The sittin-s or the Court have ten attended Ity my Urago- 
man, and clear evidenco, Moslem and Armenian, lms lieen |midueed nf force having 
been used. . , f .. 

'I’wo Inspectors of Justice, under scheme of reform, Asim Boy and Armmaki 
EfTendi (Adlio Mufettishi). have just arrived here, and I propose bringing to their 
notice the release without trial of the abductors of Chopni. . 

Another ease of injustice is in the Armenian village of Flash, where a certain rich 
Karnpnpak «»f the neigiihourhood lias been allowed to settle on the villagers lands, 
build a farm, and instal himself without any attempt at compensation.^ 

The summer grazing ground of the Circassian village nt Alii Kezek, although 
occupied for thirty-live years by them, has been sold to a rich merchant of 1. rfa 
without compensation. 

I could enumerate other similar instances. 

On rtveipt of your Excellency’s telegram of tin- 1st instant, I went to see the 
Vali on tin- subject’ >f the forced conversions, hut he had not changed his attitude in 
the slightest, mid I can only conclude that he had received no definite instructions 
from Constantinople, lie ’has abandoned tin- idea of returning the girl now at 
Charkishln to her village at Chopni. hut intends to get her and the other _irl trom 
Ynrhissar married to Turks. 

«tne unfortunate woman lias two children hv her Armenian husband. 

1 would suggest t" vour Excellency, if the question of replacing this Vali should 
arise, that Bekir Faslm, the present Mutessarif of I’okat, is very desirous of the post of 
Vali here, and would ho a most suitable man for it. 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. It. M A UNSELL. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 

Captain Mauris ell to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. Id ) Siras, June 15, 1898. 

12th teJn"« £SS Iwtagrf 't'im Court’of' aIi'.'i"^! 

FWte. y 

Z&sssz zss 

m i iin the Court of Anneal as regards Yarlussar has been accumulating 1. 

AdmilS Mcjlis ") Of tlio Vilny.t, saying that, in tlioir »immm, 

" U ' ilm Minister of the interior. _ . 

As these persons have lint hetml ..videnee, and would sign«»> the 

w iss. iit hv telegraph direct to His Imperial Majesty the Miltan. 

• l have, iVe. 

(Signed) F. B. MAUNSELL. 


No. 0. 

Me f/r liunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Kerrnett July 11.) 


(No. 305.) Therauia , July 7, 1898. 

? 5 & 

tttne. .... | iCurdish Cliier, lms been allowed to return to Ins 

Messe," I'rvdm. he fxMXxaOA ^ 1 , who80 „ wtora tton to favou. was 

country, ns well as h'» '>«!' companions". „ ., Kt ,| um .. \[ r . Consul 

Z' slli.an ii emh" "airing in this way to establish son,.. over the Kurds, 

whom he is unable to keep 1 ""wil|| , '«lu-'i-'-t m'n' ,,f"the" refugee Armenians from beyond 
Captain Kite. W. «•» «'ulmUmoy’whiSU is noticeable it. the 
the Uusstan front,< r ’ " . , p,!,) „f more powerful religious denominations. 

N, ' 8t ^i^ , ::r Vmt^^ti™ established a kind of lorelanding with 

Zokki I’asha, the Musliir or the Ul. Army Corps. ( , inV(>j &c 

(Signed) ‘ M. BE BUNSEN, 
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Inclosure in No. 6. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. dr Bunsen. 

(No. 22.) 

Sir, Vun, June 22, 181)8. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following summary of the situation here:— 

Out of the thirty-four Armenians who were under trial on political charges 
twenty-three have been released within the past few weeks. Many of these men Imd 
been nearly nine months in prison. 

There are a large number of others, notably those sentenced at liashkala, still in 
prison. It is believed that nil will shortly he released. 

It is said that the Kurds are being made to pay taxes, but arrears are not at 
present being pressed for. 

Tile three Kurds whose exile was so eminently desirable, viz., Ilaji Tomir, Emin, 
and Jloscin i’ashus, have returned rewarded from Constantinople within the last few 
days. 

This can only be regarded as an instance of the deliberate bad faith of the Porte. 

I cannot, in the face of this fact, and of what appears to me a general intention 
of condoning past misbehaviour on the part of the Kurds, provided they create no 
disturbance tor the moment, entertain much hope of permanent improvement in the 
future. 

The sacking of two Armenian villages near fiaskbala, where several people were 
killed by Kurds of Sheref Hey, and the reports of outrages by Kurds in the Bitlis 
Vilayet, just come to hand, confirm this view. 

All Armenian refugees from Turkey are being turned out of Russia, apparently 
whether they are able to earn their livelihood or not, and are beginning to arrive 
here. A party of these men, who had saved some money in Russia, were completely 
cleaned out by Kurds on the Abaglia I’lain a few days ago. These refugees arc being 
turned adrift in Turkey with a grant of 10 roubles each from the Russian Govern¬ 
ment. 

Even if the means were forthcoming to supply them at once with cattle and seed 
and help them to rebuild their villages, it is now too late to sow for this year’s harvest. 
Their presence will thus increase the existing distress. The price of 'wheat is now 
<50 piastres a chap instead of about It). 

The bazaar appeal's better stocked than last year, but business is not brisk. 

Latterly the Dominican priests in Van have succeeded in making a considerable 
number of converts. Several Armenian and Nestorian villages have become Roman 
Catholic with their priests as well as an Armenian quarter in Van gardens. The 
Dominicans intend to purchase property here and greatly extend their operations. 

There is still a great deal of distress in the country, and the Dominican Fathers 
have apparently had considerable sums at their disposal to distribute in relief. I am not 
prepared testate positively, as is asserted by the people here, that the receipt of this 
relief depended on the recipient adopting the Roman Catholic faith. 

As regards the wholesale conversion of Nestorians, and 1 understand more may 
shortly he expected, it appears that this is a question where Russian and French views 
may shortly he at variance. 

The Russian Consul has lately made a tour of the frontier from Hnshkaln to 
Make. He appears to have made a point of visiting Nestorian villages, and making 
inquiries of the people whether they had become Roman Catholic or not. 

The Turks seem to he convinced that Russia means shortly to attack them, and 
the usual threats against all infidels have been uttered. 

As an evidence of the had feeling existing in certain quarters, I may mention a 
case that came to my notice where a Colonel abused and threatened in filthy terms a 
sentry whom lie had seen present arms to the .Muavin. 

It is too early for me yet to pronounce an opinion on the Vali, Tahir 1’aslia. The 
people, so far, speak well of him. lie is evidently a man of experience and ability. 
11 is manners are agreeable, and lie converses without reserve on matters of business. 
My impression, however, is that, if he got the cue from Constantinople to he obstruc¬ 
tive. he would he very difficult to deal with. He seems to have established a modus 
vtrtndi with Zekki I’asha, the Mushir of the lth Army Corps; whether because be lias 
had orders to do so or not is not clear. 

It is said that a General Officer is coming out to take command of the Ilamidieh, 






The Marquess of Salisbury lo Mr. dr liunsrn . 


(No. 101.) 

(Telegraphic.) l*. b'oreiyn Office, July 10, ISOS, 215 p.u. 

11151! Majesty's Government have lirul under tlioir consideration your telegram 
Nil. Ill of llic 13th instant, in which you suggest Hint you should inform ilritish 
claimants for compensation for losses sulfercd (luring the riots of lsoti tlmt they will 
he paid out of the Cyprus tribute. It will he hotter to mako no allusion to the Cyprus 
tribute, hut you may state that Her Majesty’s Government will use tlieir best, 
endeavours to obtain for Ilritish claims treatment ns favourable as that accorded 
to those put forward by nationals of other countries. 


9 

and that he is to have two squadrons of regular cavalry under his orders for police 

purposes. inmo,lance that the authors of the recent outrages on 

bSE should be deal, with in an uncompronnsmg 

manner. [ |, UV0| &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


No. 7. 

The Marque** of Suliehury to Mr. de Humcii. 

Mo. 155.) b'oreijn Office, July 12, 1898. 

T>r inquiring into the distribution ol relief to Armenian . ( nw 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 8. 

Mr. dr liunsrn la the Marques of Salisbury.—(Recrivrd July 13.) 

(Teh^rapldcd ^ ,^*u ^ my denpatoh No. :18f l"i73^M1 1 "*,i^1 imo nssiit'enn^uio oh^na 
of Ilritish subjects to indemnity for losses snsUunc-.l during lh'^| t propones 

. **>-*&' 

tlie question. 


No, o. 

Mr. ilr Rumen to the Marquess of Salisbury. (Received July 1 L) 

(Tole^rapliic ) 1* Constantinople, July 14, 181)8, 11*20 a.m. 

W^lC^my tologmm No 18H of 

-SSjBfrffT nTthis'SwnVaiv.. held hack on behalf of the Italian Govern- 
ment. _ 


No. 10. 

Mr. dr liunsrn lo llir Marquess of Salisbury— (Received July IS.) 

(No. 401.) Constantinople, July 12, 1898. 

My VmwillMPD vour Lordship in my despatch No. 388 of the Oth instant, that I 
i N |jv‘.M,' Vice-Consul Monahan’s reports to make representations at the 

Porto* with regard to too l" which the .Jch to, arm- was being conducted m 

tl,C by the Porte, the Vnli of Bitlia ha, reported U-t the 

[U10] 
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apprehension- of the AriiH iiiniiK nro.-c from tlu* ilisjMitch of a body of /.up tie! is in pursuit 
of a Stand of Aruienian brigands. Some of the latter were caught, and their arms and 
munition- seized, together with a seal and impure proving the connection of the band 
with an Armenian revolutionary committee. 

The \ di -tales that Ali Ucy, ac cused of cruelty h> the Armenian population, is a 
In in c and upright officer. Thu complaints made hy the villagers are described as purely 

"" ' I'ain sending thu substance of the Vali’s reply to Mr. Monahan, who is stated by 
the Vali lo have changed his view ol the allaii .m hearing the ollieial explanation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DK BUNSEN. 

P.S. | have just received a d -pateh from Ml Moiuihan, of which I have the 
honour to enclose a copy. 


I nidus m e in No. 10. 

l'icc-(Jo>t*ul Mohii/uiii lo Mr. tic tlunseu. 

(No. III.) 

j<i, llitlix, June 27, ISJfS. 

WITH m Terence m nn telcgiams N.» . IT, II, and lo. the following is a auniniary 
of niv information a- |o recent • • vents in tin; Cawi of Akhlat and the two Christian 
villages of Slminiraiu and Tadvun adjoining that ca/ji. 

In the lir*t ten days of dune, lln-suimnli Kurd- took thirty oxen Irom Sorgonk, 
lv\enl\ from Perklms, n large number from Unshlmii. sixty from liurmiinj ; attacked 
V. it I, the ob'p .1 of nittle.lifiing, Arkansor, I lie reddeiicc ol the Akhlat Kaiuiakam, a ward 
„f Akhlat town, and killed Hie Kniiiiakam’s hor-- under him. All the villages mentioned 
except Arkansor, arc ('hri-tiiin villages of Akhlat. 

In the lire! day-olMuite Ali I'ey, < 'irc.i inn Lieutenant ol gendarme-, with ahout 
twenty inch. ,tccoinp;titic<l by the notorious Mini—n Bey -• brother, Ihrahiiu Bey. who, 
according to'':he Vali** improbable story. h. Id no con..ni-sion Irom the (ioveniment, and 
wa-> .iccidenrally present, • ntered the'village'- Tadvan, K idy.vag, Shamirnm, and I’lier- 
khor, to -earcli for the. revolutionist Serop, who i*. certainly often in Akhlat l-aza and its 
neighbourhood. Therein probably not a Clirhdinn non- 1 in the cazn, or in Tadvan or 
Slumiiraiii, of vtluci. at lea-1 one man has not he n ierrony.nl hy him into having his 
iiuti.e written down in a liu of revolutionists. Ile comes over from time to time from 
V.oi or IJussiii. Hi- hand now is supposed to include the escaped prisoners (see my 
despatch No. :$o of I'tllh April hist), ami perhaps in it- full strength number- forty. 
The Vuli impute- to him • very oil ol*crime, including the murder of the llitlis Chief of 
Police. , .... . , 

A mao of Tadvan ays lie was tortured by Ibrahim Bey s men seizing Ins testicles 
between two -tick- and iwisling them round till he fainted, lie -uy - his parts were 
,-mured hy his drawer when the lorlure wn- inflicted. His person, which 1 examined 
yesterday, showed no marl . hut he said In* had heroine impotent. 1 told him to go to 
ii certain doctor, hut 1 found to-day that he never went. I will report further about 

The priest of Tadvun, according to apparently over whelming testimony, was badly 
beaten h\ the same men, and wn in consequence ill in bed for some weeks, lie is, I 
understand, almost well now, 

I’roiu Kidy.vag came the terrible report that twenty-live men Imd been tortured u 
da> m two Inter, in the -ante way as the Tadvan man, by Ibrahim Bey and Ali Bey and 
their men. ... , . • 

I pent an hour in Kidzviig on dune ‘J.trii i he alleged twenty-hve victims had all 
disappeared. Tweniv-initr are dispersed in ditlerent villages. Onu is in Bitlk The 
-km under the testiefe- was, it -eems, nipped and broken between two slicks, hut is now 
nearly healed, lie has no fear of any permanent injury. The twenty-four others were 
tortured similarly, hut more slightly. ’ Tln-ii skins were not broken, and they are said to 
be quite well now. 

I have not had an opportunity of examining any ol the twenty-live, hut the evidence 
in support of the above -lory again seem- overwhelming. 

Ibrahim Bey left the searching parly on or ahout 10th dune, and, after the visit to 
Kiflzvag, no more of this kind of torture is alleged lo have occurred. 
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There was certainly, hmvevcr, much healing in .liHorcnt villages, nml probably some 

r o |, ' , T J ;r’minutes, conducting nn examination in the Akhlat 
vilhige Zigtlg, nml certainly I never saw more <|uict and more civilmed-looking pro- 

Tl„. Vali of course, denies everything, nml I enn only urge lo ins hxecllency the 
dnnjr told* (lover, intent Hint may result from ft eonliinmnee ol such violent pro¬ 
ceedings. | mv „ ,ii,.,l „r Ids lidding, three days after its infliction, ahout four 

I ' .... lyntnvnnk The evidence of I his, especially that nddiiced hy the American 

sen. '.'he nuniieipni' dmtr "fllil,'who -rTifel'Hml dcn'.h'wn ''d'ueto^tn|L. and 

.“.'rs-ft; 

- 

.*- 

report is Iltat "mr.'h" m fiml'te!!'Ccn dghUlieedan rides round in 

villages where Serop Imd 1,11 then, I'm llie day of rising, and about lifty Arinemuii 

prismm^ nowjoiiged lirWllisjail. .. Uussi.i. The 

illicit ,mdgrulio'noi’ Akhlmvillngers ,o Itiwon Inis been eonliniinl during the Inst three 
years. , trmn a very cursory inspeelion. wretched. 

.... 5‘e 'side Ji hi-e'r* Imv,. aeemmt of the ealth-lifting hy Kants, abandoned tl» 

more fertile lieldsAld. 1, .. ..H- »{ 

‘'"■ V ”..V-iV-.si"*. ..H.rflfe.1..^ U «* tWimmediale arrest of 

.. . . 

•.^:;rv^b li v'in^ ^'vvi:T';;n.b:rn,nV^^ .... r , r 

?y»UH ’. • . .t I.:. from a -cudarme s hoot, also 

espress'thTiatu'lim'" whVeh , i"fru"t" they will carry out, of complaining to the Vali 
without delay. , |wvBi j.,, 

(Signed) d. II. MONAHAN. 


No. 11. 

Mr. tic liunsm lo tl,- ftnrr/iicx* of SalUburif.—iHccciccd ./«/// IS.) 

(No, MU.) (,'oHHlnnlinniilt, Jnlj If, lISOS. 

My V\ t,vo ,I,-natoles doled thu lllh mid 1'dh du.e, will, copies Of which 1 need 
’ •' I"" , 1 , Hevev ivports flic outbreak ol on insurrection 

no! froiih e >o"i | . ■ ;,,(,dll . ... lumps hnve Ik-oii sent. 

” 11 '»*'• 1 "• ' “J .I!| ...nunmison between the present vising m«l H»t winch 

e3,n, 1H'" I lie iultei uiis ..,pll> .uppivssed liy llie Turkish toi-ecs, hut in 

" “ , ' "'the local Arab- am iiiim'Ii heller supplied with arms nt precision, 

me lues.' I -■ . 1 | j, isv .,j,| I,.,,,,, Mass.,wall. No sympathy with thu insurgents 

winch OH n lj 111 • • 1 ditfereuee of seel is o sullieieut eausi- ill estrange- 
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caravan roads lwlwcen Mecca and .Icddaii, and between .Medina and Yembo is an 
ominous symptom. 

The new Vali of the Yomcn, Husain liilmi Bey, arrived at llodcida on the 
28tb May. 

I liavo bad tbe honour io report to your liordsbip a Tew Inter details in my 
despatches Nos. :*7— and 385 of tbe 23rd ultimo and tbe lib instant. 

I have, Suu 

(Signed) M. DM BUNSEN. 


No. 12. 

Mr. (Ir lltmxnt to /hr Mtirijuvss of ^itlinhiiri/.—^ltrcrircit July IS.) 


(No. 10 k) 

My Lord, Them pin, Jnli/ 14. 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 381 of the 30th June, I have tbe honour to 
report that tbe claims of the various Embassies, on account of losses caused by the 
massacres, have formed tbe subject of protracted deliberations at the Palace during tbe 
Inst few weeks. I learn that the Porte’s determination to repudiate all liability remains 
unshaken. 

There is little prospect tlmt the Sultan will ever consent to tbe payment or even 
to the investigation of those claims which arc founded upon the assumption that the 
massacres were deliberately planned ami executed under Mis Majesty’s orders or, at least, 
with bis connivance and approval. 

Under these circumstances the French Government, as your IJanlsbip is aware, is 
taking steps to recover the amount of its claim by means of an embargo upon the 
moneys recently paid into tbe Paris branch of tbe Ottoman Bank on account of the 
last instalment of the Greek war indemnity. 

An official injunction, 1 understand, lias been sent to the lunik by the French 
Foreign Office requiring tbe bank to bold back tbe sum of 1,200,000 fr. This injunc¬ 
tion is to be followed up by a sequester drawn up in due form and presented by a 
“ huissicr.'* Subsequently a formal Judgment will have to In? obtained in the t'ivil 
Court of the Departmcnl of the Seine. It is expected that the defendant, that is, (lie 
Ottoman Government, "ill decline to recognize tin* authority of the French Court in tbe 
matter, mid that Judgment will be pronounced by default in favour of the French 
Government. 

lam informed that tbe Italian (lovernment is likewise endeavouring to obtain a 
Judgment inn French Court which "ill cause the Paris brunch of the Ottoman Bank 
to hold back tbe sum claimed by Italy. 

The legality of these proceedings is disputed by the Ottoman Government, which 
aifccts t»i believe tlmt nothing will come of them. 

However this may be, tbe Porte "ill protest against such methods of settling an 
international dispute. 

It is, of course, conceivable that the Sultan would prefer u forcible settlement of 
this kind to one resting upon bis own consent and implying an acknowledgment of the 
eburges brought against him. 

I am informed that the desire oi the French Government to reassert its ancient 
Protectorate over tbe Roman Catholic communities in the Turkish Empire is largely 
responsible for tin* energetic attitude which it lias taken tip in this matter. Tbe strides 
made by Russia in obtaining control of the Greek schools in Syria and Asia Minor, and 
the rapid growth of the German Colonies at 11mHit and Julia, Imve seriously impaired 
French prestige in those regions. The rebuilding of tbe ruined schools, churches, and 
orphanages under French auspices and with money extorted by France from Turkey 
would go some way to restoring France to her former position. No less than four-fifths 
of her total claim is lor damages inflicted upon this kind of property. 

In my telegram No. H i of yesterday's date I ventured to inquire whether your 
Lordship would authorize me to tell the British claimants that, in the event of a final 
refusal of tbe Porte to entertain their claims, they would receive payment out of the 
Cyprus tribute. 

This course was taken in the case of another set of British claims arising out of the 
quin dues illegally levied at Constantinople, in respect of which tbe Ottoman Govern¬ 
ment was equally disinclined to give ear to our demands. 
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Messrs. Maennmam ami Bon.l, representing the British claimants at Constantinople, 
called a few days ago to renew tbe request for an early settlement, , . , . 

Tlicv were induced to do so by the action now being taken by France nml Italy, 
told them tlmt it would he well to wait until the Creek war indemnity, out of which we 
hod asked the Porto to repay our claims, lmd been fully paid up. 

This has now haen dine. The Porte makes no sign of meet,ng our demands, nn.l it 
would seen, tlmt the time has come to consider how they shall he enforced. 

You, Lordship is aware that our Constantinople claims, as already ehu kul anil 
verified amount to E T. 32,080, including a claim of 0 T. 2 lor a lost registered letter, 
and our Asia Minor clainU to C T. lUh. exclusive of the E T. 33,012 now claimed by 
Mr. Arabian, ns stated in my preceding despatch. . . , iwiifor 

Your Lordship will doubtless consider tlmt Mr Arabians claim delimit s further 
examination before it cm, he fairly includedlit, the hat nl thorn. »hieh, likehe Bnitsh 
Constantinople claims nml the claims ol MM. Boymlimn and Oatlieral for 1 .’ 

have been already considerably reduced front their original Itgurcs. 
respect ol these? latter claims only that I urn now soliciting your Lordslnps 

in " ,rnctions - l have. &c. 

(Signed) M. 1)E BUNSEN. 


No. 13. 

Mr. lie Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(llcccieeil July 18.) 


It'.'l !ft Constantinople, July 14, 1808. 

y WITH reference to Sir P. Currie s despatch No. 302 of the 111th May, l have> the 
honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Monahan, Her Majesty's * ‘ ^ 

reports that eighteen prisoners, of whom two are Mussulmans and the rest Armenians, 
were sent to Eraeroum on the 5th July, to he tried there for complicity in the murder ot 

tllC l 'n!mn < a« ,C l'ircn!r" 1 nn'Armenian officer of Police, and his brother, a policeman, were 
amongst the prisoners. , h|ly0j && 

(Signed) M. DH BUNSEN. 


No. M. 

Sir N. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receieeil July 18.) 

Mv’lmd' ) St. Petersburgh, July 13, 1808. 

‘ ' BEING Iinabla to attend Count MouraviclTs weekly reception to-day owing to the 
presence at luncheon at the Embassy of the Grand Duke Vladimir and the Grand Duchess 
Alarie Pavlowtm, I proposed calling to-morrow to take leave nod lo present Mr. Goschun 
its Her Majesty's Clmrgd d’Afihircs. . . 

Aim,It 0 o'clock, however, I received a message from las Excellency saying that 

la- was obliged to a.it or town to-morrow for n couple of tints, ami that as lie might. 

not he hack before I left on Saturday, he Imped I would cell at uny time that suited me 

I'd'i'fi'sn at in,co, ami found his Excellency anxious to talk to me ot the importance ol 
establishing close commercial relations between England mid Itussiu as the best means ot 
urenaring tin* around fur a political understanding. ,, . 

' ' l neetl not tranblevo.tr Lor.Lhip by .. pealing win., he stud, as „ was a,ere y the 

echo 'if M. Witte's remarks last night, nail he was evidently sjieuking to me in artier to 
pletse his powerful colleague. 1 could not, however, help observing that lie laid more 
Stress upon the importance of close commercial than of friendly political iclutious, 
although the latter were directly under his office. ...... 

1 suhseiiuenllv tried to find oat from him whether he was really determined to insist 
upon tho Candidature of Prince George, hut I could not gel further than a yes anil 
“ no,” «o 1 dropped tbe subject. 

[ 1110 ] 







I then sttit) that I thought there were many tvnys in which tve could assist each other 
at Constantinople hv merely working on the principle of mutual reciprocity. 

1 t; N Excellency said that it I minted Russian co-operation in any ipicsliou lie thought 
the Inst plan would he to explain frankly what was wanted, and, if it did not seem counter 
to I'rench or Russian interests, I could reckon upon the assistance id Russia. 

I said that upon one thing I did count and that was that if there should lie any 
dnn-cr of a repetition of outrages such as the Armenian massacres, the Russian Govern¬ 
ment would not hesitate I" join heartily with Her .Majesty's Government in taking steps 
tn prevent it. Uis Excellency said thul a icpetili m of such atrocities could nut he 

tolerated. , . . . 

After nmnlicming Mint Mr. (Josclmn, who wu - unfortunately prevented Irani being 
present owing tn the short notice of Ids wish tn ae me to-day, would remain in charge of 
lift- \|:»jt>tv s Ksnhussv until Sir /’harks S *• t arrived, I look havcol hi-* r-xccllencv. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’COX OH. 


.No. 15. 

Mr. ,h liaasen to I hr Murqurs* >;f Salisbury. -Iltcriveil July ID.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. pons/imOtm/t/e, July ID, l.Stl8,;ll-15 A.M. 

MASSACRE claims. 

I learn rixnn the I'rencli Charge d’Allaitv . tliul the Sublime l’orte have addressed 

I,, him a note in which all pecuniary liability.recount of the mas-acre- is repudiated. 

The Turkish I invernincnl I brow the ... llmse "disHirhaiiees' mi lureigners, by 

whom, as lliev a-serl, tin Armenian rev.dulinnisls wmv ..miraged, and they draw 

attention In their own modemtlnn ill not claiming compensation from foreigners lor 
the injuries indicted no Mussulmans during llm umssacres. 


No. in. 

If,a ,/,• llm,nun In tin' .Vfnnyiirx* a if Siilislinry.—(Itmived July ID.) 

(Telepraphie.) I’. f.Vni «tuiilmo/ite, July ID, 180H, 2*20 I’ M. 

MASSACRE claims. .... . ,, , 

I Inti' just received a note from Hm Siihlinu I'nri. similar m sense to that 

addressed In the french Emlitissv, the .. which I communicated to your 

, in nit ti leg. So. 1 if ’I'etvllk I’aslia Hates tlml tin m tl unties made 

every ellnrl In repress Ilia dedurliiiuces, and Hint, tn a great -xti-nt. these ■•Hurts were 

attended In success. lie urgi-s that ..mils .1 oilier enuiilrtt - are uni httlile to 

,-liiim.s for damages when similar ritds iM-eur. lie inuinluius that IlieOllomautiovern- 
inenl can aeeepl tin ix'spnnsillility in tlm .miller, mid declines In entertain the sttgges- 
tinii licit the Greek 1/iau indemnity should he applied In this purpose. 


No. 17. 

Thr Murt/uess of Salisbury to Mr. </r llunsca 

1(110 Fiirriijn O/llce, July 22. I SDK. 

I IIAVK received your despatches Nos. :}:}D and DID <d' tin* Util and l.»th 
relative In tin* claim presented tn tin- I’orte tor repayment of the sum belonging to 
tlm Armenian Hidicf Committee which was in Mu? j>o*session of A usiiT ^ uium ni tlm 
tinm of his murder, and which lirus not sinw bi*en recovered. 

It is stated l»v tlm Porte Mint tin- unrccovercd halanec is only 20,1775 piastres, or 
about 200/., instead ot t T. HIO, as aflirmed h.V tin* Urth;f Committee; that it is the 
business of those enneerned to bring a eivil action against tlm murderers nr dmir 
family, and prove that this money is, or has been, in the possession of the latter, and 


r • Ion,,, In that elVeci, the authorities are not called upon to 
that, in tlm absence of evidence to that m.ci, 

take further action. ~ \ mw *» the fact tluvt evidence has been 

Hut the note trom the Sublime 1 - ‘V lU :it two or tho localTurkiaii 

communicated by Her Maj«ty« used tbroateuing language to 

onieials. the Mutes«ml and \ ^ ^ m ;l rlioll of tlm money m ns 

^ :;:r?i^i“m,^erai#S....» •«.- * th,s 

*.H is Stated in ynnr despatch No. «l « * Itoal’C 

called upon, hv telegraph, fur u Report on Mm KUBJO t, I 

tines .Jtltt in this letter have not. tom «*«£** ^ Government as satisfactorily 

This, however, cannot he accept, d hy 1 ^. f , hu t ,-Mur in i|Uest,.nn, 

disposing ul" tlie matter. ! |!;.,,, were implicated In the crime, cannot, 

which induces grave siispienin lb.it tli j s ,. ur hiug inquiry, and until tlm 

considered a. ndmUc. wiMum j; | ' ’ml^ ( ,ispLved lie Xlajes.y-* 
charge or complicity «>t uiKish oim ui mL . v xv hicli has disappeared. 

Government must hold the I’urle responsi i r ' Government to this clfcct. 

You will address :i representation to th<> lurktsh Got.mmuu ^ 

(Signed) SALISBURY- 


No. is. 

Poruiiju Illl'i i I « Hie >■"«> «#<*» "f ihr CVow “' 

t'urciun Opr, July 2 ; >. IKDS. 

.*■»«.... p -.taMtss ix as, s 

.'“"i' 

.v:, ‘Sf -a'::.!-<S;sK 

previously been established m ‘ " iiistmclcd to impure into ill is ease and 

StttttSf!2J3lSa8...... . 

rewarding a ,v|H.rl On the ctnat !r"m 11 m Xt a - y- .^..timing Mmir churn in 

will, 111 .. dominion!- T i ; <l, * u .' rl ^ m d II ev estimate,I a. 22.0R»- 

respect of their hisses at I.rhiwinil alntti., w liii-h . Majesty's Emlmssy tn 

1 This part of Mmir claim \ e,M . \,al„a „ n ^avisahle tn 

present se,anilely lurkisli (herel'mv asked In produce 

cm,sider llm eli.inis in ll.e.r enlireiy, " f 1 ' . ™|,, ull T lv |,i/..,nd .. Kl. II will 

evidence with regard I" Mil'll I"-a s .1 p Majesty's Charge dAlfaire.s 

he -een IVmn a rcecnl .h-spateh «*"*«*‘Jj*' (( ; : ;, 1 Withdrawn the greater 

1 1’niter T), licit m v «■«; of Mil- impu - ■ p,,.;,,., dumiiueulaiy proof of Mmir 

part of their claims owing to tlm lmpossilnlity ,. v ldcnee, a claim for losses at 

losses, and limy now advance, "Hit ecrimu l« ^ ,, ... llm. for losses at 

Giirun only, which ihey es tniale at L 1. lO.DKD, 

Trcbi/xiiid, making u lotnl cltiini of •>< .01 «• ti-msmitted herewith into your 

I urn In regie s! tlml you will Vl1 l, r v with' vuur upinim. as tni whOtlier 

ennsideratinu, and titnl you will lavutn I, ij • • • , . ( • which part) is in law 

Messrs. Ac.. claim, nr any part ul it on I am _ ' ,'. , v .snhjttol to n 

S.istaiimhle and proper to he .!»>' '■*>'" '•> . ,,,. 1 | also In re.pmst that you 

final reran,loath.. detail-. nod an...» • ■ 1 : » m , iv ulTer on 

will favour his l„.rd»hi|. with any geaerel uhservaUm.s whan > 
the case. I i... Y0 See. 

(Sigtted) T- U. SANHKUSON. 


• Not printed. 
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Mr. dr Ruii*™ to thr Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 2. r ».) 

(No. 415.) 

My |/ml, Thcrapia, July 21,1898. 

IN my dcs|>atcli No. 3501 *»f tli** 7th instant, I gave some account of the 
negotiations lie!ween this country anil Russia with regard to the demand made hv the 
latter for the return to Asia Minor of the Armenian refugees in the Caucasus, whom 
the Russian Government desire to send hack to their homes. 

The Porte is struggling hard to induee the Russian Government to withdraw their 
demand, hut, in reply to repeated representations at St. Petorslmrgh, they are 
informed that (’mint .MouravielV has plaeed .lie matter in the hands of .M. ZinovielV, 
the Ruvsinu Ambassador at Constantinople, and that aniingements must he made with 
the latter. 

M. ZinovielV again addressed a strong note t*. tin Porte on the isth instant, 
insisting on the repatriation of the refugee*, on Turkish territory, anil l learn that the 
Ottoman Minister of Foreign Alfairs has been given t*» understand, hv means of a verbal 
intimation through the Russian first Dragoman, that, if Turkey remains obdurate and 
declines to make proper arrangement for the reinstatement of the Armenians from the 
Caucasus, Russia will reopen tin- entire Armenian question by inviting England and 
•Franco to join her in securing proper treatment for the refugees, and in insisting on 
the adoption of the necessary reforms in Asia Minor. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DR RIJNSEN. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. rlr lluuxnn. 

(No. 103.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 25, 189*. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 3SS ol the 5th instant, reporting that you 
have called the attention‘of the Sublime l'orte to the unnecessary harshness employed 
by Turkish ofiiciuls in conducting the search lor arms in Armenian villages of the 
Tadvan and Mush districts. 

The representations made by you have the approval of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Mr. de Hansen la the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Auyust 1.) 


(No. I IB.) 

yi v Lord, Therapiu, July 27, 1898. 

HER Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis reports an encounter between Armenian 
revolutionists and gendarmes at 'I’ndvan. 

It np|M*urs that the revolutionists, who were together in a house, were attacked by 
the gendarmes on the evening (d the 24th instant, and that the singe lusted till the 
following morning, when the house was set on lire and burnt down. 

Pour of the revolutionists were killed, ineluding one of the persons accused of 
the murder of the Bitlis Chief of Police. The fifth is supposed to have eseapiM. Of 
the gendarmes, one was killed and one wounded. 

A Kurd was also wounded, and an Armenian villager killed, probably 
unintentionally, by the revolutionists, who worn armed with Russian rilles of military 
pattern. 

Mr. Monahan adds Hint no further disturbance is apprehended. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. BE BUNSEN. 
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No. 22. 

Afr. de Itunsen to the Mari** »f SalMary.—{llemve<l Adjust 1.) 


(No. 426.) Tliorapia, July 28, 1808. 

Mv Lord, , , i »t i|u» tin, , 1 . 11 , instant I have the honour to 

' L Yen.™ have now 

report that I ham n go. l slnM1 „ 11| lil( , ottoman forces in that province to rorly- 
’Va!tta&of infantry, two squadron, of cavalry, and nine batter.es of artdlery 

^ " iq^'^'jnununitvitions between Sana'a and the l^V insurr^thw'h^fhr 

-r;j,SS gain popularity by dis- 

tribnting corn in the famine districts. ()mv0 &c _ 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


No. 23. 

Mr. do Bunsen to th- Man IU e* of Su/Mury.—(Keceimf Auyust 8.) 

(No. 424.) Constantinople, July 21), 181)8. 

My liord, . v. i- .i „ instant, 1 have the satisfaction 

" n;i \ SStln^r mUfi \W< Mosul at Sivos. reporting that 

the«y«ae by I ! « r ^van? hTvC^rV^cccl 

...* 

'“""t another despatch Cuptain M.nn«ell state that the general attitude of the Veil 
bus improved ol lute. I J iavt . g CCi 

(Signed) M. OK BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No. 23. 

Captain Maumell to Mr. do Bunsen. 

(No. 50.) .sites, July 20, 1808. 

S ' r ' I HAVE the honour to i, *‘ br,, * 1 >'^' tl ® X |2{ > \® 1 ^Vo rt .^h^vc , Ti.iV ,t tb'" 

. . 

Yarbissar, 1 ..... endeavouring to urnmge that 

her nmttrTaU go to fe her, and ... that she also ml. hectored. 

(Signed) F. It. MAUNSELL. 


(11101 


Mr. Ill.-rk, No. Ml. 
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No. 21. 

Mr. de Bun*en to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 8.) 

(No. 430. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 2, 1808. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 123 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour to 
report to your Lordship the following particulars respecting the present situation in the 
Yemen, for which 1 am indebted to the Turkish Minister of War. 

It appears from various telegrams recently received by his Excellency that the Taz 
Road, the neighbourhood of Ilodeida, Sanaa, and the whole Caz i of Eniz have been com¬ 
pletely freed from insurgents, though some still remain in the district of Gherfil. The 
insurgents, who numbered about 2,500, suffered severely in the encounter* which have 
taken place, while the Tmpciial troops lost only eight men. The troops now in the 
vilayet amount, according to Riza Puslm, to tiltv battalions of infantry, one squadron of 
cavalry, and six batteries of artillery, of which two are provided with 7'”» calibre guns. 

The newly-appointed Vuli, Hussein llilmi Bey, and the Mushir, Abdullah Pasha, 
together with all the members of the Special Commission sent by the Sultan to assimilate 
the Administration of the Yemen Vilayet to that of other provinces, me at Sanaa, and all 
Government officials have already returned to their posts. 

Riza Pasha attributes the revolt partly to religious feeling and partly to famine, and 
states that an immense quantity of Hour, rice, butter, and hurley have already been 
dispatched to the district by bis Department to relieve the distressed population 

Hi- Excel lone v appeared perfectly eoidident of being able to suppress any future 
revolt in the Yemen with the force lluw at bis itispo-al lb - the purpose. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) M. I)K BUNSEN. 


Ur. ilr Bunsen to I hr Marquess of Salisbury —{Received August (i) 

(No. 432.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 2, 1808. 

I NAVE the honour to trnnsmit copy of a note which I have this day addressed to 
the Ottoman Foreign Minister, as directed by your Lordships despatch No. 100 of the 
22ml ultimo, on the subject of the claim arising out of the murder ami robbery of 
Youssouf Yilium. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) M. DR ROSEN. 


Inclosure in No. 25. 

Mr. dr liunsen to TewjSk Pasha. 

M. Ic Min hit re, Constantinople, August 2, 1898. 

I DID not fail to forward to Her Majesty’s Government the pro-mniiorid of the 
Sublime Porte of the 12th June lust on the subject of the claim which had been presented 
by Her Majesty’s Embassy in respect of the murder and robbery of Youssouf Yunun, an 
agent of the British Relief Committee. 

In tluit communication it is stated by the Sublime Porte that the unreceived 
balnnec of the relief money which was in the possession of Youssouf Yunan at the time 
of his murder is only 20,177.1 piastres, instead of 31,000 piastres, as affirmed by the 
Relief Committee; that it is the business of those concerned to bring a civil action 
against the murderers or their family and prove that this money is or liu.s been in the 
possession of the latter, and that, in the absence ol evidence to that effect, the authorities 
are not called upon to take further action. 

The note vrrbate in question has received the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, and 1 am instructed by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Adairs to make the following observations in reply to it: 

In staling tlmt recourse should have been had to a civil action, the Sublime Porte 
uppenrs to have ignored the fact that evidence has been communicated to Her Majesty’s 
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, , thnt ln0 of the local Ottoman officials, the Mnteasarif and Public 

Embassy to the cttccl tnaitnoui . to Youssouf Yunan for the purpose of 

c'lorTing’from^him ™o B y j?his hands, and that his murder followed 

shortly cut his continued refusal toaRree to tins demaiuh His Highness the 

The letter containing «ho »bovc, charges^^«as commumatw^ m|m of „ er 

enme, eanuo Is «, (f ottom., 1 , officials in the murder is disproved. Her Majesty a 
fiovernme.it must hold the -ul.liinc Porte responsible lor the money »hieh has 
disappeared. [ «te. 

(Signed) M. 1»K BUNSEN". 


No. 2(1. 

Mr. rfr B.** /« Ihr of SMburg.-W'C'hr'l /!..?.«( 8.) 

,No. «s. Confidential.) r/terepm, August 8,1898. 

Nh 'r'-M, the. un tour to report to.your of 

..nalgaomtion of the Ocr,. and Kurdish 

this subject had been made known to me some days 

bt .J UmIIUi my willinunL to .« hi.. hear what he.. <» «»■ He called 

actordinclv hv nppnintnuu.t on the .'Kltli ultimo, .. Smvtnn-Cussaha 

l' ,u . i , . 1 , ( t|aei The F: licit Company had annuitantomdy brought 

tetv hundred yard • ,|,e Ottoman Cover,uncut lor the issue uf n concession for the 

s :;;t :zX *..■■ 

exteu-ioti 'p,'., C V.V**7! ; t* r5, ft^lw h>■** syots*i'lo'br tmus^'orted rapidly to tfte 

revived .emitting <>#y» , U1|11I1 ,T| lt . vierman Directors had reiecteil 

jutfi railway | obey t . , m | clear to them tlmt they could not .mud 

pohev is to .. ... ,ith the Eng. 

.. 

... '*<*.»» ^—•'« ... 

A glattre a, the tn.p would he sufficient to show that the gap only requires to 
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be filled up to eivc the network of the English ami Ger-nan linos an altogether com¬ 
manding position. In seeking an ally in railway matters the German Company could not 
hesitate to prefer the English to ti e* French connection, for the latter would place th in 
at the mercy of Russia. The subordination of French to Russian interests in .Via Minor 
was a commonplace of the political situation. It was of vital importance to the growing 
commercial interest of Germany in those regions to check the advance of Russia. The 
struggle would he rendered much more arduous than it was at present, il the French line 
were allowed to strengthen its position. The provinces included in its ramifications would 
then become subject to considerable pressure from Russia, and the transport of troops 
and the ordinary traffic of the railway would he regulated to suit the requirements of that 
country. 

In thh connection Dr. Zander mentioned n fart which he said he had concealed 
hitherto even from the German Embassy It was that a foreign nation—I could not 
doubt that he meant Russia—was making serious advances with a view to taking over the 
entire German interest in the Turkish railways both in Asia Minor and Europe. 

Although he was not disposed to attach much importance to Count Kup.iist's scheme 
fora Russian railway from Tripoli in Syria to Kowcit on the Persian Gulf, which he 
thought unsound and deficient in financial backing, it was nevertheless a sign of the 
time - that such a proposal should he put forward by a Russian subjet', and it must be 
remembered that a French demand for a concession to extend the Anatolian liu • from 
Konia to Bagdad was being strongly pushed by M. Oottard. Such « concession, if 
grnuted, would, of course, he used in the Russian interest. The Russian net, in short, 
was closing in upon the Anatolian railway system, and a determined effort in conjunction 
with a friendly ally was required to arrest the process. 

The above will perhaps suffice to show the tread of Dr. Zander’s remarks. I 
thanked him for his visit, and promised to report to your Lordship what he had said. 

I have since heard that Dr. Siemens, the Berlin Director of the Anatolian Railway, 
is in England. 

I may add that the Managing Director of the Smyrna-Aidin Railway at Smyrna, and 
the agent of the Company at Constantinople have not ceased to press Her Majesty’s 
Kmbassy to obtain lor them the coveted permission to extend their line to Tciiai. Since 
the date of Sir Philip Currie’s note rrrbnlr, inclosed in copy in his Excellency's despatch 
to your Lordship No. 123 of the 3rd March, no written communication has been made on 
the subject to the Sublime Porte. But l continue to remind them verbally from time to 
time that their treatment of the Kuglish Company is a matter of serious concern to Her 
Majesty’s Government, mid no opportunity will be lost of repeating our demand as 
occasion offers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DR BUNSEN. 


Inclosurc in No. 20. 
Map. 

[ Not printed.] 


No. 27. 

The Marques* of Salisbury lo \fr. de Bunsen. 

(No. 112.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 8, 1808, 4*80 P.M. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 437 ol’the 4th instant on the subject of the 
claims put forward against tho Turkish Government in respect of losses sustained by 
foreign subjects during tho massacres of Armenians in Turkey, I request you to 
endeavour to procure a copy of the reply addressed to the Porte by the Austro- 
11 ungnrian Ambassador. 

You should also report to me the nature of any instructions received by the 
Representatives of France, Germany, or Italy. 
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No. 20*. 

Mr. ilc Bunsen lo the Mnrquess of Salisbury.—(Rtceittetl Anqu.it 8.) 

(Xo. Constantinople, An just 4, 1898. 

• V VS directed by you* Lords),ip 1 * telegram No. 101 of tho llitb ultimo, I informed 
Mcssraand Bond. nqUnt'mg (be eM. or an md—o 

thinu^ u, - in " tluU ll0cisiv ‘' 

a,Ul ttro'^tTbe ** «*» 

ivnlviu- |» tli- Turkish note, in which nil liability on account or tins, d.u 
re miluitod. 11(0 German and Italian Kmhasstos arc in Jig «nu. ' 

Auslrii-llanga*iau^j\n;bas^lnr,^bowcvet\^baw^lri’ady^^^^^^a^a^' . 

' " 'itTs ... that the Vieneli and Italian embargo on 

indemnitv'laivi'nu been'now paid'nv.w'to the mitral cslabliahmcnt tit Constantinople. 

(Signed) M. UK BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No. 2(»*. 

Messrs. Bond and Macnumara to Mr. de Bunsen. 

Constantinoplr, August 3, 1808. 

MT, have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 1,1 Matty's 

ultimn, by whieli yon informed ns llm. yon were then mho ued I u Ma nty^ 

able treatment a, is accorded lo the claims put the British 

victhi;^ . 

belonging to the t lltonian Government, some , ” ^ lls ,|„. unvol.nt of 

Jlniesl v’s Government that they will, with a a c-nnon .t.t. ,l u ; l‘ l > 
our ela'ims from such funds .ml, so previously paul by>« J«P”our various 

On the 2«th day ol tins month, m stocks-in-trade 

establishments were v,elated, and in most eases tin ' b "".‘I, Tjsli „ ffici#b , evidence of 
looted by armed mobs working under (lie duvet '"'J ,.|s,.where. Wo now 

this fact being suillcicnlly set out o beially in tie- Uno H-ok '-»'“ 

.in.lerstai.il that the Sultan repudiates all ras,«...s. >. -md >*>» ' > 1 , thl . 

recognize these just claims, for which be personally is umteraallj Kitonu 

direct cause. - . . , , i i, v „ omniNitcnt Commission 

They wine lb,ally m-ented >- »Uo Ottoman 

S’mtrrSy cinlpra^ bu0 “ oWi 8 Bd to ** 

fUltt] 


establishments and cense commerce entirely; more of us will soon be forced to do 
likewise unless Her Majesty’s Government give tin? matter of these claims their 
immediate attention. Such of our number cannot indolinitoly stand the financial 
strain they have borne for the last two years to save their business connections and 
stave otf proceedings which some crwlitors abroad daily threaten to institute to enforce 
payment of what is due them, for goods which were looted by organized mobs under 
the direct orders of the Sultan’s officials. 

We most respectfully submit Hint the time lias now come for Her Majesty’s 
Government to take decisive and filial steps to enforce immediate payment of these 
claims, and we venture to hope. Sir, that you will once more call the serious attention 
of Her Majesty's Government to the urgency of our ease, and that you will see lit to 
recommend that Her Majesty’s Government may, in ca»eofnewl,net independently 
and authorize you to send the Ottoman Government a final note couched in the most, 
firm terms demanding payment of these claims within thirty clays, and informing them 
that railing such payment at the r\pirv of the period mentioned, that Nor Majesty’* 
Government would proceed forthwith to pay their subjects their claims in accordance 
with the lists sent to the Ottoman .Government, together with a further substantial sum 
for compensation for the serious consequential damages sutTcrod bv all, and for which 
the Ottoman Government will them Is* held responsible. 

Apart from all other eonsider.itic ns, if tin* Government of the Sultan of Turkey 
find they can with impunity violate* and pillage, to their hearts’ content, the ware¬ 
houses, stores, offices, &e.,*of British subjects resident in the Ottoman Umpire, 
whenever the .Sultan takes it in his head to do so, we arc* in fear that should lie again 
decide Jo resort to a fanatical outburst, the lives of British subjects will he at tin? 
mercy of his armed hntuK working under the orders of his officials. 
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Mr. * Bun ,eu to the of SolMor.j-V^' 1 9 ‘> 

(No. 15f>.) Comluiitinoiil', Auijust !), IS!)*, l-tu 

(Telegraphic.) I- . i i.r-.v i.>lnunun N». 112. of voaUmlny, I Irani that 

WITH reference to your„ ft,. |.>,. n c1> Ambassador Iasi Friday, his 
at the audl!iw* »•»*«' '>{ «“> S, v vhdd to the demands of the Bower* » 
Excellency strongly l" cs ^ 1 | mt , |,is representation* produced no effect. 

5 or'***™ ,s u,at of 

-Mlvi-od Ids Government that. payment of 
th,- claims can only he obtained by the use of form-__ 


t/r.,/.. Bunsen to Ho- M«r.)uw» of Httlhhury.—(Receient Auyuet la.) 

(No. M2.) Therapi", 'August 0, IHtIH. 

Mv lionl, . .. i,.,h iitidied me from a trustworthy source, 

' ACCORDING to information "!»• >«•>* « approved hy the 

M. Coturd’s seheme ..tail™ ,!™-tlTll i! under eon Jemlion in the 

Council ot the Ministry of. I unite " “ gVinmleh X... Shit of the lttth May, Sir I*. 
Department of the Grand ' j* 1 " ■ 1,1 l '. p„l forward by n Syndicate or 

Currie stales that the selieim m ’ 1 ’ Frauen-llelgiun. 

..itful nationality. I n»w Ira™ \, ui u»1i:m Hallway Company has been 

Your hardship .s aware ll.nl h . • " flir mi |way eeneessions in the 

driven hy the recent ■ reach end^IU „ r English raUuay interest 

tts M'r; in ;:lis*•„ .«»..... 

I learn that a German prateJ b-* . .eras!.conHicting 

meal or I’nblie Works no...ns the ,he Anatolian Railway 

with German interests and with 11 iu oastorly duvet ion. he 

ar;t£ mnWw* . .. *" >' ri,[iucft 11 

pleases. 1 have, &e. 

(Signed) M. DB BUNSEN. 


M,. Burners to Ihr .Wur./un«. of SttlMury.-l KwmW Sui/art 13.) 

(No. M3.) VmutmtimpU, Aug** 0. I hi,S ' 

My Lon I, , , . .. Ifto ,e it,,- 2nd instant, tdiSve the honour to 

WITH reference lo my de-pst-h No. U. > M:l , sU e, Vice-Consul at. 

state that, apcorjling » • n v s r y unnan |„ lS taken place. Five of the 

SSKSKS-I to penal servitude for life, and the ... 

t0r "jfc.S»u is awaiting olUcial ..Iru.ntion of this rumour from Sairt before 

reporting farther on Uio subject. , fa .. 

(Signed) M 1)B BUNSEN. 
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Mr. dr Jiunsen to the Maryucstt of Salisbury.—{Received August 1 
(No. HG. Confidential.) 

My Lord* Constantinople, August 11,1898. 

MIL MA1UNJTSCH, Acting Cliicf Dragoman to Her Majesty's Embassy, took 
occasion yesterday to ask both the Foreign .Minister and the Grand Vizier wlmt truth 
there was in the statements that had appeared in the papers as to the railway schemes 
advocated by Count Kapnist and M. Cotard. 

As regards tin? first of these, the outlines of which tire given in the inclosure to 
my despatch No. 12(1 of the 1 >t instant, Mr. Marinitseh was informed that the 
Ottoman Government is resolutely opposed to gnmting mi!wa\ concessions to the 
Russians in the Asiatic portion^- of the Turkish Umpire, and that ('mint Kapnist’s 
proposal has little prospect of being entertained. 

M. dotard's sehcnie for a railway from Ivonieh to Bagdad is regarded at the l’orte 
:ls the proposal of a hungry promoter of Companies, put forward without any particular 
political aim, and merely as a financial speculation. The Forte; are determined that the 
l'urkisli line to the Fersiau Gulf shall have its wratorn terminus opposite Constan¬ 
tinople. Thi- eouditimi, apparently, M. Colard is ready to fttlli) by connecting his 
line with the Anatolitin Bail way at Ivonieh; but the latter Company would insist on its 
own right to extend its network in an easterly direct ion, and M. Cotard would be. 
unable to overcome the strenuous opposition which would he offered in that quarter 
to his proposal. 

It must he remembered, however, that these assurances represent only the 
opinions which prevail at the Forte, and that the Falaec is in no sense bound by 
them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DB BUNSEN. 


No. 32. 


Mr. tie Runnen to the Muri/uess of Salisbury.—(Received August 15.) 

(No. 119.) 

My Ixml, Constantinople, August 11, 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 130, Confidential, of the 2nd August, 
respecting Uie situation in the Yemen, I have the honour to report that Itiza Fasha, 
the Minister ol War, has received information to the olTect that the General of 
Division, Naim Fasha, has landed troops at Meiha and attacked and defeated the 
rebels of the Goutll district. 

According to Itiza Faslia’s own statements, the rebellion has now been totally 
quelled in tin* Yemen, and the authorities are making every effort to remedy the 
distress caused by the famine. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Consul Stevens to the Muryucss of Salisbury.—(Received August 22.) 


1 . Ratouin, duly 20, 1898. 

KM KIUtING to my despatch No. 3 of the 23rd January, 1890, on the subject 
ol the disabilities under which the Armenian population of the Trans-Caucasus 
laboured, and the mode of treatment which the inhabitants of Hint nationality 
received at the hands ol the administrative authorities of this country, I have the 
honour to report to your Lordship that the buildings of the schools therein spoken of, 
which have remained closed ever since that date, together with all the properties and 
revenue*, belonging to them, are now being confiscated by olllcials duly appointed by 
the Ministry of Fuhlic instruction for that pur|M>sc. 


Those establishments will probably, it. the future, bo placed under the direct 
administration and immediate control of the last-mentioned Department, in which case 
. * r liiiccinn nationality arc to he appointed to them in lieu of the Armenian 
teachers who. it would appear,’tiro considered by the Government to be no lonjnr 
qualified to rultil the duties which, if the schools are reopened, the new nSgimo is 
likely ‘<> require. , hnv0> &c . 

(Signed) K STEVENS. 


Mr. (Ir Hnu.ru In the Murf/ucss of Salisbury .—f Received August 22.) 

^tr^*Loil^ Cnnrtunlinujilr, August 12, 1S!)S. 

' i 'll VVE the honour to forward to your l/irdship herewith copy of a despatch 
which i "have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Erzeroum reporting the result 
of a tour of inspection liy the Vali iu the northorn cattas id the 'uhtyet 

(Signed) 1 ' M. 1)E liUNSEN. 


inclosure. in No. 34. 

Consu/ Graves la Mr. ilr Hansen. 

10 Erzeroum, July 2», 

' WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 I of the 21st ultimo, I have the honour to 
renort that I have returned to Erzeroum after spending a fortnight with the N ull, 
ll.iouf I’aslm, who is engaged on a tour or tlm northern cazas or this vilayet. Ills 
I xecllenev has now left the Tortoum district, on Ins way to llaihurt, lendjao, and 
la'-l.i and a brief summary of stteh results of his visit to the lirst-numed caza as 
came under mv own observation may not In* without interest. ... . , f 

Ilaouf Pasha’s first rare was to inquire into any complaints against nlhciuU of the 
earn The former census official (“ Noufous Memournu ) ol the caza, who was lately 
transferred to the l’assin Caza, having been accused of corrunt practises, his 
I'xcelleuev ordered him to he brought to Tortoum under escort, anil alter a personal 
investigation into tile charges, dieted that he should he sent to Erzeroum for 

trl1 ' Communications in the very mountainous district compri.ainK th.- C«/;as ..t 
Tortoum, Nariman, and Keskim, have luthorto been extreme y defu tiu . I lie t 
of arable land is vorv limited, and the poor and seanly population live largely by the 
sale in Erzeroum of their fruit and garden produce, their profits being, however, 
‘•reatlv reduced by the difficulty of transport. The Null has now undertaken the 
construction of n cart-road connecting Keskim, through the lortoum 'alley, with 
l-'r/eroum 7<>t> labourers started to work early in the present month, and 1 was glad 
U, tee ii.e ireasants coming forward in large numbers, wtthout any compuMon, to do 
tlu ir share Of the rond-buiUUng, thu» proving ttiut thoy are quite aitvo to the utility 

tlf 11 Theea'pital of tlio Tortoum Caza lias hitherto been situated at the Village of 
Mknklt, which docs not occupy a central position, and is threatened with destruction 
hv landslips -a late which overtook the neighbouring village of Ilunzovlg nine years 
JIO lives were lost. The Vali lias therefore ortlered the tmislcr of the 
S of tlovernlueiit to Tortoum Kate, which is in all respects more suitable, and lies 
in a central position upon the road now in process ot construction 

Ilis Exeelleuev was much struck by the backwardness of the people fruit and 
vc'-riahle culture,'the staple of the district, and has taken measures t" PMOure and 
distribute the seeds or various vegetables now imported into Erzeroum Irom Diurhcktr, 
but which would grow equally well in Keskim and Tortoum, besides engaging one 
or two skilled gardeners from Trehizond to instruct the peasants in their oultixatlon. 
't he Vali also issued a Circular to all tile Heads of villages, as well as to the Imams ot 



th,. district, calling on them to use their influence with the people to prevent the 
destruction of the remaining forests, a process which is now going on without 
intermission with the most ruinous economic consequences to the country. 

Thus a visit of a few days, which Raoul' I'asha described to me as mainly a 
pleasure trip, has been turned to much real account by his Excellency, and an 
opportunity has been afforded mo of appreciating the practical administrative abilities 
of the Vnri, to whoso high ebameter for humanity ami integrity I have so often bad 
occasion to bear testimony. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) It W. gSUVES. 


Mr. tlr llunsrn to the Marques* of Salisbury.—(Received August 22.) 

Mv Lord ^ Constantinople, An gust 12. 1 S!>H. 

\VITI1 inference in mv despatch No. .*500 of the 22ml June last. 1 have the 
honour to forward to your Imnlship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received 
from Her Majesty's Consul at Damascus, reporting an arrangement come to with the 
Druses with regard to the paymimt of their laves. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. UK BUNSEN. 


Inidosure in No. 35. 

Crmitul Rtchnrtl* In Mr. dr lhinneu. 


Sh» humOHrus, lull/ 2d, lHffS. 

AV1TII reference to my despa I eh No. till of the Util ultimo reporting the 
departure on a Mission to Hie Hainan of Murad lilfendi Ituwclli mill Sheikh Selim 
Nawlal with a view to an armil^Olitent with the Druses of the .leliel as regards the 
payment of taxes, I have the honour to inform you that those persons have returned 
to Damascus and submitted a Mazhala, or Iteporl, to the Vali on the sohjeel of their 
Mission. It would appear from this document Hint the Druses have consented to pay 
a lump stun of lr.O.fitH) piastres (the original estimate of the amount due from thorn 
was ttOO.OOO piastres) in lieu or nil Government claims for tithe fur last year. This 
money is to lie paid by yearly instalments in the course of three years in those villages 
where (lie crops havesufleicil from tie- (leva latino i-ausixl hy locusts. Where this is 
not tiie case the payment of the money wilt have to lie effected in two years. 

As regards the current year it lias hern arranged that a sum of l!H),000 piastres 
is In ho paid in lieu of tithe ; "the money to lie levied hy the Druses themselves, village 
hy village. 

1 should stale licit it has liecn hinted to me that it is somewhat doubtful if the 
Druses have really eonsonted to pay this money, they lining accustomed to receive 
money und not pay it! Kefiircnee is made lien- to the “ allowances" granted lo the 
Druses hy the Government which I mentioned in the despatch under reference. 
Should the Druses ultimately refuse In abide hy the terms of (his arrangement, which 
are extremely favourable to them, they will deserve to lose the support and sympathy 
of all their well-wishers, seeing that the amount which they air asked to pay is far 
below what might in justice have liecn demanded of them. 

As regards the amount of the sheep tax I regret that I am not yet in a position 
to give figures, hut I am well aware that here too it is proposed to treat the Druses 
with the utmost leniency. 

1 have. &c. 

(Signed) W. 8. RICHARDS. 


No. 30. 


Mr. <lc litinrrn la the Mari/nw of SalMury.—[Rtcrwed Aiujust 22.1 

AD."lord' Constantinople, Auijiut 11,1898. 

" IN the inclosed despatch Captain Maunsell gives on the whole a satisfactory 
account nr the northern |>ortioi, of the Vilayet of Sivas, through whieh he passed on 
his wav to take up his temporary appointment at Trcliuund. Hu-' .Mutossanl ot 
Tokat is well spoken of; brigandage is no longer rife in his district, and the Armenians 
seem to have recovered some confidence, notwithstanding the injudicious withdrawal 
or troops for duty further east. A recent agitation against the Armw ans in Niksar, 
to the north-east of Tokat, is ascribed hy Captain Maunsell to the di.siri 'all 

of the province to discredit the Mulessarif. whose peso,ml enemy he is hy pn>mohng 
disturbances in the latter district. The Vali is not in good repute at the I orte and 
I[o r Majesty’s Embassy lias hud occasion to complain ol his conduct in the muttm of 
the forced abductions of Armenian ffirlti. . . ... ,, 

Captain Maunsell s last despatches Troin Sivas, however, reported tv chungi »oi the 
hotter ill his Miuvinur. and I have taken no further steps to press lor his removal. 

I have, vvC. 

(Sit?iio<i) M. 1)13 RUN8EN. 


lnelosuiv in No. .’Ml. 

Captain Maunsell to Mr. dr llunsen. 

Trebizond , August U, 1H98. 

[ ||AVI-: the honour to repo.-, as follows on the state of ulf.ii.-s in the Sivas 
Vilayet, from information obtained on my journey from Sivas to Sainsun, and also 

from a letter received to-day from Dr. Jewett at Sivas 

The withdrawal, previously reporicil from Sivas, of the 20th Cavalry Regiment 
(five squadrons) fnmi Sivas, Tokat, and Kamhissar. and its being replaced hy only t w 
squadrons of the 21st at Kamhissar and Sivas, has been causing the Armenians at 

1,, k a T'iIe"vnH ,: had"' previously pn.test.al against this withdrawal of troops from the 
vilayet, hut it seems they were required further cast. 

"On missing through Tokat, the Armenians seemed perleetly quiet nnd contented, 
and I heard no complaints, while their anxiety seems to have abated. 

About ten ilays previous to my arrival m lokat some Mussulmans of Niksar had 
assumed a threatening attitude towards some rich Armenians who had esca|>cd th 
general massacres, ami whom the Mussulmans now wished to rob. 

Rekit- Rasim, the Mulessarif of Tokat, ail excellent olhoial well famuli to Iter 
Majesty’s Embassy. hail taken up the matter strongly, and when I left lokat the 
matter seemed completedv settled. . , ... . 

The Kaimakam of Niksar, a native of Sivas. is by no mains a good man, and was 
quite indilVereut and even friendly P. tin- proceedings of the Ntksnr Mu.ss lIn s 

A- will he seen hv mv previous Sivas despatches the ' all ol Si'Us and B. k;ir 
Pasha are most hitter Jimmies, and, in my own opinion, the real reason ol the threats at 

Sr » that the Vali, through the ins.V.entality of the Kaimakam. was 

endeavouring to get up a .. at Niksar, so us to discredit Bckir laslia mid 

obtain his dismissal from the vilayet. .,,, .. 

1-rom Dr. .lewett’s letter, the Vali seems to have represented the umttei to him in 
the worst ligl.t as regards Bekir Rasim. Having regard to the extreme fanaticism of 
the Tokat and Niksar populations, tie- withdrawal of troops is not a good muuunj. 
hut I have every confidence in Bekir Rasim being able to ebook any disturbance, lie 
Ims, for instance, the large Circassian population of his sanjnk at Ins " - 

l travelled direct from Tokat to Samsun through Horek, across the mountains, 
and can testify the ulwulute security from brigandage in Bokir laslm s saujak. 

This ennlity lietwoon the Vali and Bekir Rasim is hy no means a good t i n, for 

the pea... the vilayet, anil 1 would venture to submit that this is an additional 

(1110] 11 
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reason lor urging tin- removal of the Vali els,-where His KOV0r«>|^»° is 

feeble, which. in time* of serions trouble ... the com, ry. m.ghjttul» ■'*?** J 
| hear from Ur. Jewett tl.at tl.o murderers of the Arm,-mans at Xl.ihsiullu 
now been brought to trial at Sivas. This ought to reassure thoArmeninn.. 

(Signed)' I - '. H. MAUNSKI.b. 


No. 07. 

Mr. itr 0mun In t*e .W«»»«e* of .S«/M>enu,.—(/fe-em-«f •Auijml 22.) 

(Xo. 4B-V.) CmHlfililiiin/ilr. An'jurl 1 l s,,s - 

• V \V IT11 reference to my des,,atel.es Nos. 101 and lib of the 12th and 27 th July, 
eoneen I ."IW affairs of the Hitlis Vilayet. I have tin- honour to mmrt the W of 

the Vali. liunter Sal.ri H,-y. fen.. I.. di^""- -> *>** " , 1. *" 

w;n, vii-w If. obtainin'', if i>oss I. h*. tin* Appointment ol a competent <»“' " / } 
reidaiVliim, V\-'uiH'd rb^rttHuitiitions to he enaeV to Ha- Porte. nreintt • »» »"odh-.a! 

Should he el,os,.I suffic-ie.it stevnglh and energy to menutarn order m the n. 

No partienlar pains, however, appear to have been take > K ; r • 

Tl,« new Vali Medial llev like his predecessor, has had no adniiu.sti.iln■ ' . 

which it was alleged that the search for arms had boon conducted ... tic, Musi. 

Tadvan ilhtriccts^ wbtal. I .. caacoiyed still aclhem- <»%"P}"|g 

of II....duet of Ibrahim He, and AM lev, as .vporled ... hi*.h-J «•* Nd 

I „r l, ss \ , Ah , V nccton.au rouud ovldoeee.. torture- of a revolt,,,a k.,,,1 in 

“■nlemenfHm ffiu- villagers, cl.. .« the ,,ucsthm »' , 

'ii... ivniaiuder Ice has .„-ooel reason to believe-, were made to so lei sincl cc in I'-ntH’s. 
Positive pns.f is seldom attainable- in these ease s hut Iler Majesty s 

,1 |niueh ec-ueltv was exercised tlcrnuglcca.t the-distric t. . , . , , 

l also M-nl t„ Xlr.-M.*,,chan, for his observations, a Memorandum, winch bad 
received from -c private source,trivinir a list of various outrages upon Armenians in tl.o 
Proviue, of Hitlis I leave elec- honour to forward to your Unlship herewith copy of 
AI, A. ,V's rc- .lv showing that these- reports were fo.md.si on fact, though some- 
what" c-xne-c rated if Mr. Monahan's iicl'orination is c-i.nn-t The liilTcreuce iK-twccn 
u'e Mco stah-mentS is shown in the margin of MMonahan's 1-port Mr. Moca 
adds -1 i'u] ll,er list of ivec-nt outrages, from which it appears that a general ccnidilion 
Oftcwhssaccss Ivvaiis in the Bitlis Vilayet, eel ,1m. the uuthon.tes an- |mwd<mg " 
unable- to prevent repeated attacks upon Armenian villagers, o. the blood feeds among 

»>" K,,,,ls ' I have. |e. 

,Signed) XI. UK lir.NSKN. 


tnelusuve in No. :'7. 

I'h r-''oiwii/ .Vollil/nia In Mr. ilr Itiinrrn. 

(N"- 11 -) , llitlir. July 21, IStIH. 

WITH .vle-rence to vour despatch of the 2nd instant, I leave the honour to subn.it 
followin'- observation's on the- Me-meen.eeehem tlee-eecu euclose.l. I have, for In- sake, 
of com-cnienc,., ueen.bere-d in the Mcumrandeeeu. which I herew.tl, return, the cases 

VVi "‘ | U ' n,e e-lese- of 8 tlie murder .el llilmi Hey seems to call for no detailed observations, 
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,,ar, ''-i vtum was killed last .lanuary. It is said to have been done ley the men of the 
Sheikh of Khiznee. Here in Hitlis nothing further seems to be known ol Hie e.i', • 

•1 Vart.cn and Ohane,,-. tie Xu.ahl.ra or Kleorkoltr. (Kle.ran), we,-., wounded lust 
In.uiat' It seems t-e have heefi done by Kurds. Ohannes was wounded til the -ee , J CI| kUW 
and is now .Juite well. The other man is certainly alive, but 1 have .... further infer- 

Oha'unes and Kie-kor were killed in their own tra in Khiranin H-e night on 

the dale mentioned. This again is saiel to have been done ley the Sheikh eel hh./nn . 


Oe-.e Shamir..... Christian was found killed about six months ago hetween 
slnmiram and the iu*ii'1ilmurimr Kurdish villas** !V»rinn. It is .suppled tuit hi • 
niimloired by me,, of the latter village. The res. of the Sham,ran, story is wuhemt 

foumhetiom^d ^ now lean, from the Anne,.tat. Bitd„|H.f 

Hitlis that lev., men. of Kleakrev and Morzak respectively, did disappear eaely in April 
■ee s i-|t,-t| \oilini«' uioiv is Iviiow n. . . « ■ . .• •« 

7. This ease leas noe been heard -.1 in Hitlis, nor do 1 rememher leaving heard "I it 
in Musli wlitMUT the inforinntion conus. . , u 

s ibis man Ol Hulling-Ta.ligl was killed ahoeel lie.. ol Iasi May as si. I, l. 

His hi'icther is in oris,,,,, the Vali maintaining I lent He,- murder was ;"■»>»>' 

\ ' revoietlio,lists, while tin- brother, who was ... at the murder, accuses hi 

name e.-e-tain ICetrds wleo, he- says, entered tl.e-ir house at neglil lor the pmpnse ot 
rohhery. . t e ul4i; 


One man nai re¬ 
ported killed in the 
Village of Ardonk. 


•fills unhid Teiilig is within tlire-e leans of Hitlis. 


*')"'Phl's'is Ilie'caeee'-'ri'-'poite-'el'ii; a.v tele-gram No. HI of the l-th May las,. During 
„,v ah's,he Sleenvae, a farkish Comeeeissioe, ,-vemim-,l t .u- wem.n ed 
shee-e- ,lie-el. The- Vali t.-lls nee- she slated .lea the- ' nets (I l.-.e.lme.n) ol Hi• ulla m 

insti-'iteil her to ae-eiis- lev name- tie. Kurils, while- the mimics vv.i, ii.ilh emu 

neiiieei ley vrmi-niate re-voleeti -iiists. I'he truth api»-aesto In- that aetutla-r woman gn o 
tin* Vnli tlu* iiifornmtioii. Tin* »V*i- in in 

This distort. (In/.rld-Mv, is within two hours ot Ihttis. 


1 n,av add eln- following e-ase-s which leave lately I.a reporleil to me e 

A ween,an of Sa-ig. al- in Ta.iigteuleiel. was killesl the,.at the Hie .ltme,.md 


A woman "I also m i luuui.. ‘ ., rhr 

llee-re'-is of leer village* also is in prison as leemg responsible to. sue . ue.ilte is. I 
Vali says Hint .Ids murder also was committed by Ar.mu.MU. revol.U. masts. It 
•’rnrr.iliv impntrd to Kurdish rohhrrs. ....,.. .,1 tv'-un 

• fill- folh.wiug is ....use IV faelig me eW- ' Y"7 ' " -, e 

was trau-lliag ilmm-.-h Tadig. His he-adh-ss bndv was loui.it ■> ><' ' ' 

11,0 road near Va.mig. the- .vis e.f which village ,s ... prism, mi aecoiint ol .. e~ 

The Vali I think, imimte-s this nnnaler also to Armia.mil rovnlul. . . 


turn. 


In Avel-Hokhar,.... Armenian village n„ the Mush I lam the i olI the nas 
I Headman) was murdered live days ago by the sou of the .lebrnnh Ivuwl »l• 
is a famous brigand, now in Hitlis prison. No attempt, so l.u •,» I know, It... 

Tim following are the n-.vat eases of sl.e-ep and cattle rattling on the Mush 
Plait,:— 


In the second week ol'.lulv six oxen were taken from Noursltoii and twenty Iron. 
1',,-in I'lhoth these ease s .k-hnenli lltiiiiidii-hs were tl.o iwrirntratois-. In the saner 
week -'III) shee p were- .-ni-ree-el olf fe.nl Perteegh by Hukiranlts. llee- villages mention 




arc exclusively Christian. In the present month, July, 200 slu*ep weiy i nrric l oil 
from the .Monastery of Surp Knralwl, and many sheep from the Christian village 
l'a/.o. 

The aljove information about Mush Plain was brought yesterday by a Protestant 
from Mush, whom l believe to Ik; trustworthy, lie gives the names of the killed and 
wounded. 

On tin* 1st June, in Boulanik, a Kurd killed two Kurds and was then him sell 
killed, and about the same time a llnssnimnli w.as killed by a ILyderauli in Kotillig 
(Aklilnt). A feud is said to have been the result of the latter ease, hut I have heard 
of no incidents of the feud. . . , . 

There can he no doubt that the Turkish Government is still allowing armed Kurds 
in this vilavet to murder Christians, and occasionally to kill each other ; and I believe 
that the Valid ishomstly imputes to Armenian revolutionists crimes with which they 
have had nothing to do. 

I have, &C 

(Signed) .1. II. MONAHAN. 


Mr. dr llunsen lo the Marquess of Salisbury, -{Received August 22.) 

Mv Lon/ Constantiuoph , August 17, 18118. 

II KK Majesty's Vice-Consul at Van reports that seiitonee was passed on the 
18th instant on eleven Armenian political prisoners, of whom two were condemned to 
death, three to fifteen, •lireo to ten, and three to live years' imprisonment. 

Captain Elliot, while admitting the justice of the sentences in nucstion, draws 
attention to the fact that outrages on Armenians hv Moslems have hitherto remained 
unpunished. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) M. 1)10 BUNSEN. 


i lo I hr Morgues# of Salisbury.—(Received September "».) 


Mv Ijofd, Co/» tuntiuople. August 2(5, 1898. 

IN mv desjmleh No. to i of the 17tl» instant I hud the honour to report to your 
Lordship, on the authority of a telegram from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van. that 
two of the convicted Armenian revolutionists at Van Imd been sentenced to death, and 
others to various terms of imprisonment. Captain Billot has since reminded me of the 
fact that no capital sentences have been carried out upon Mussulmans in Asia Minor 
for complicity in the massacres, and he states that much ill-feeling is to he apprehended 
if similar leniency is not extended to the Armenians. 

The Sultan is by nature reluctant to sign death sentences, hut I have thought it 
right to express a hope nt the Porte that His Majesty will not in the present instance 
depart from his usual practice in such matters. 1 was given to understand in reply that 
there was every probability of His Majesty exercising his clemency, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 
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No. 40. 

Mr. de Bunsen to the .Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received September r>.) 

MvLo'rd^ Constantinople , August 29, 1898. 

‘ \VI i'll reference to my despatch No. 151 of the lf»th instant l have the honour to 
state that, according to a further report which l have nceiycd trom Her Majcstv a 
Vice-Consul at Bitlis, a Commission will shortly start for Akhlat to investigate t e 
charges brought against Ali Bey, the Lieutenant of Gendarmerie, and Ins men of having 
inflicted torture on the inhabitants of that district during their search for concealed 

This Commission will consist of the Christian Muaviu of the district, a Mussulman 
member of the Administrative Council, and some Others whoso names are not yet 
known. 

1 have, ate. 

(Signed) M. DU BUN-wEN. 


No. 11. 

Mr. (If Buintrn I" IIIe siiiri/um af Salisbury.—(IteCeieeil September !i.) 

r Constantinople. Aujusi 21), lbflH. 

Wi l l| reference lo mv despatches No.. 1 >1 uml 17 I ot the lotll mi l 2Uth imto.tl, 1 
h„vu the liuuour In .late tlml I continue to reeeive from Her M.ijt-sty Vice-C oii.iiI m 
liillis unfavourable reports as to the condition of Unit viluyet. 

All these re ports tend to show that the search lor concealed arms earned out under 
the direction ol the Ueutcnuiil of Ocmliirmcric, Mi liev. Inis been attended by acts of 
steal latrslme-s and even eroelty, anil that nets of vinleiiee, wind, the authorities do little 
to prevent nr p inish; have lung Oeeo rife thniuglMul the whole district , _ .. 

Tha-. as long ugo ». last Julie t lie ancient Monastery ol S trp Agh-peng was forcibly 
entered hv about eight gemlarmes ami forty soldiers, uecuuipanicd by numerous K “™» 
from the neighbourhood, who proceeded lo search tile premises iy order ol the local 
authorili. s, on the around that revolutionists mid arms were concealed there. hey then 

beat the Supcrim ami all the monks, and deparicrl after plundering the ..us cry. I he 

articles stolen indnded not only ecclesiastical vestments and church furniture, but monev 
and domestic utensils. , , 

The Kurds have utfto stolen a number of sheep belonging t<> the monastery, and nave 
cnliiclv ruined the crops by tuniiug out their cuttle to graze among them, with the result 
that tlie monks are without food, ami unable to live m their dwelling, which hoi Income 

. .Aeonnduilil on the snbtoct was made to the lute Vali hy the Bishop of Bitlis, ut the 

reuuesi of the II,shop ol Mtisll, lull little was done beyond ordering ihe Mutessanl of Mush 
to Lend gendarmes lor the protection ol the monastery, and the funner I relate declare, 
his belief that no steps will ever lie take i nor will the stolen property he restored. 

About the middle ol July the gendarmes, under the ci.iiiui.uu ol All Bev, shot two 
Christian villagers by night at VurlenU, a village near Mush. I lie wounded men, of 
whom one has since died, declared under pressure that their assailants were revolutionist*. 

The idliiir ut Tudvun, in which live Armenian revolutionists were besieged by 
ircndnrincs during a wh.de night, has already been reported to your Lordship in my 
despatch No. 411) of the aJ7tb ultimo, and 1 have the honour to transmit herewith a lull 
Uenort which 1 huve received from Mr. Monahan on the subject. 

Besides the above cases, others have come to Ins notice, notably several in winch 
Christian villagers have lieen obliged to cede parts of their laud lo Kurdish Lluofs or 
Htunidieh ollleers in return for protection. There are also many instances ol catlle-llfting 
bv Kurds mid llamirlieh cavalry, and two or three ol plundering churches. 

3 I have, «c. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


[IllOJ 
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Inclosure in No. 41. 


Vice-Consul Monahan to Mr. de Bunsen. 

(No. 13.) 

Sir, Bitlis, August 2, 1898. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. f>2 of the 26th ultimo, I Imre the honour to 
report that on the evening of the 24th ultimo about twelve gendarmes, under Alai Hey 
(Chiefof the Hitlis Gendarmerie) and the notorious Lieutenant \li Hey, In vinjx received some 
information, entered Tadvan, a large Christian village on Lake Van, and found that five 
\rmcnian revolutionists were in a house there. These revolutionists were— 

1. Simon, a young mau of Hitlis, who, being suspected by the Government, ran 
away from the town two years ago to avoid imprisonment, joined Simp's ha d, and. us 
reported in my despatch No. 3 of the 2.0th March last, took part in the murder of llilmi 
Hey, Chief of Police. 

2. Alexan, Simon’s brother-in-law, who ran away with him on the same occasion. 

3. A man of Tadvan named Hard, who escaped from Hitlis prison on the 26th April 
last (sec my telegram of the 20th April), and then joined the same hand. 

4. Parse*!h, a man ot llaskcui. on Mush plain. 

f». A man of Alnmli. in Van Vilayet, named Nadir. 

The gendarmes posted themselves opposite the house and tired on the. door. .Simon 
and Nadir ran out. The latter e» *apcd, hut Simon was shot dead. The three others 
remained in the house, firing on the gendarme* all that night. One gendarme was 
kille . and one gendarme and one Kurd were worn de I. A < 'ui-tian villager o! Tadvan, 
an old man named Kliijwat, came forward near 'hr door, nnd, according t<> the olheial 
version, implor' d the revolutionists to surrender, and was Hum himself killed hv a -hot 
from the house. According to another version, h was passing the house early in the 
fight, nnd was accidentally shot. However, it seems certain that he was killed by a bullet 
from the revolutionists. 

At length, in the early morning of t! e 25th, the gendarmes succeeded in si tting tire 
to the house, and the three revolutionists, having previously broken their rifles, were 
suffocated by the stroke, and their dead bodies w« re dmgutnl out hv the gendarmes. 

I visiter Tadvan, on *he morning <4 the .5th. with Captain Klliott, llei Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Van, and t nnd the village neatly empty, the people having tied in terror 
to neighbouring villages. The gendarmes above mentioned had all left, hut there were a 
few oilier gendarmes guarding the village. There were many marks of the revolutionists’ 
bullets on a wall opposite the still-burning house, and the dead body of the villager Khilwut 
was lying there behind the wall for tin- doctor to come from Hitlis ami examine it. Kurils 
from a neighbouring village laid come to Tadvan during the tight, and had taken the 
opportunity to rob some houses. Wle ii we enuu some of these Kurds were still there, 
hut they were about to leave. 

The conduct "f the gendarmes under the Alai Hey and Ali Hex seems to have been 
on this occasion irrepn aclmhlc as well as courageous. I have heard of no complaint of 
them on the part of any of the Tadvan people. 

Captain K Dibit and I advised some 160 of these people who had tied to a neigh¬ 
bouring village, Shamiran, to return to their homes, and they mid almost all the other 
fugitives had done so by the veiling of the 25th. No one was subsequently interfered 
with in the village, and no consequence* detrimental to the tranquillity of the country 
have ensued. 

Pour rifles were captured, and are all ol ihe same Russian military pattern. I saw 
the one rifle that was taken midamagecl. It had the word “Nikol” in Russian letters 
stamped on the holt, ami the date, 1892, with a Hag and two iq patently Armenian let'ere 
stamped on the barrel. 

>imp !. stdl at large with his main band. Hi* promt whereabouts seems to be 
unknown. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. II. MONAHAN. 
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No. 42. 

Mr. tie llunsen to the Marijuess of Salisbury.—{Receheil September 12.) 

N° Constantinople. September R. ISOS. 

•• reference to mv <le« t >ateh N». <161 of the mil ultimo, I have the honour 

m forward to your l/>rdship herewith copy of ft despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty's'Consul at Damascus respecting the relntions or the Ottoman authorities 

» ith " U, “ 1 ’" ,S,S ' I have, ftn. 

(Signed) SI. 1)K BOSSES- 


fnclosurt* in No. 12. 

Consul Richards to Mr. dr Bunsrn. 

Damascus. Aui/ust 18, 1808. 

' ,r- WITH reference In mv despatch So. :!7 of the 25th ultimo, I have the honour to 
inform von lin.i It is pro!, hie that Selim Klfcndi Xniifhl will he appointed honorary 
member of the I dare Mejliss or the vilayet (A.lminislralivc Council) as semi-nlhcia 
Representative of the Druses in Syria. With a view to bring about t us mmdi-desired 
irsiilt Hie Druses „f liasheva ltasheya. Snhimyo, Ashmhvc. Rab-el-Miissallnk, and 
prolialdv those of the riaurnn. are preparing inazhatas, or petitions, '" ''aar vartous 
districts, for presentation to tin; Vali, who, it is understood, is inclined to favour 

r ''* If this appointment is made the advantage accruing l<> tlm Druses will he cun. 

M<1 '' i'ain also informed Hint live Druse Notables of distinction have recently arrived in 
Damaseus, having licen summoned hy Hie Vali to eome and discuss with turn 
personally the cpiestion of tile levying of tithe among their co-religionists in the 

J< *1 will also mention nil incident of no importance in Itself, though it lias a certain 
w’nififAflcc for llnee stud ving tin* Druse question : ... .1 .,1 

" Quire recently a maa'of this nationality was arrested by the police in tint Midnn 
quarter of the eitv for earn ing arms without a licence to dn so. At the intervention 
of one or the Druse Delcgntes mentioned above the Vali gave orders to the poecto 
il„. ,.ir,.,., that no Druses entering the city armed should he required to oxhilut a 
licence. This incident is another proof, if ntiy were necessary, of the extremely 
conciliatory attitude adopted hy the Vali towards the Druses. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) W. S. RIC11AHDS. 


No W. 

Mr. de Bunsrn to the Mai guess ot Salisbury. ><• ived September 12.) 

( 1?V# Thernpia. September 6. 1898. 

‘ IN mv despatch No. 435 of the 3rd August, l had tlm honour to report to jour 
Lordsliip fhnt the Constnntinople Manager of the Anatolian Railway Company, 
Dr. Zander, had made advances to me, conlidontmllv. with a view to a possible 
understanding between the llritish and German railway mtcrcsts m Asm M.imr. 

Your Lordship informed me in reply by your telegram No. 110 of tin ,lrd ultimo, 
that Lord ltathmorc. on heimlfor the Smynm-Aidm Railway Company was prepared 
to receive proposals which might lie made hy the nva line aiminwat joint action an I 
friendly co-operation, lift that he thought actual amalgamation ot the two lines might 
be open to objection. 




I communicated tliis reply to l)r. Zander, and In’ hoist'd me to wait Tor his 
r*2j°* J *w*-*!* until In* should receive full instructions from Berlin. 

\Ve met a train yesterday at his request, lmt lie merely repeated and emphasised 
uIi.mi lie ii:id s:iid »r«* on t in? urgency of nil agreement between flit* two Companies 
in tlic intnest of both, adding Hint tin* Berlin Director u'a< most anxious to attain 
tins object, ami thus to defeat the machinations of the Smyrna-Cassaba Railway, lie 
hoped that the I.ondon Directors of the British line would discuss the question in all 
its hearings with Messrs. Kreshlicld, who represented the interests of tin 1 German line 
in London, and he was particularly anxious that permission should lie given to a 
German expert to travel on the British line*, take stock of its plant and general con¬ 
dition, and draw up a report which might serve as the basis of a work in*; arrangement 
between the two lines. 

I am writing directly to Mr. Herring on the subject, vour Lordship having 
‘"'"filed me, in your telegram NV Ilf, of the 10th ultimo, tlirit that gentleman would 
receive any communication in the absence of Lord Rathmorc from London. 

.Meanwhile I am left under the impression, after the second interview with 
I)r. Zander, that nothing short of amalgamation i* aimed at by the German 
( ompany, and that they believe the Imaueial position and prospects of the Ktiglish 
Company to he such that the latter would welcome this result, provided that 
suitable arrangements could he come to as regards representation on the Board 
of Direction, and the partition ot influence between the British and (iermait share¬ 
holders. 

I lie British Directors will doubtless exercise due caution in defence of their 
interests. It would he a serious matter to allow tin; only Briti'h line in Asia Minor to 
he absorbed under Uiiy conditions in the network of foreign railways, and I haves been 
careful to give no encouragement to any such expectation on the part of the German 
Director. 

f f ‘ s worse obvious that the disappear.!nee of a British undertaking of this 
kind in the principal centre ol the Turkish export trade would involve a considerable 
loss nt prestige besides the direct pecuniary sacrifice entailed hv the substitution of 
foreign tor British mi I way material. Under foreign management the conditions of 
transport would naturally lie trained in a manner hostile to the British importer and 
exporter, ami trade would suffer as it did when the Cassaba lim* was transferred from 
a British to a French (.'ompany. 

\t t!i* same lime I think that the British Company should realize that tin* 
Sultan is at present absolutely indisposed to grant the extension which they so justly 
claim I again pressed the Grand Vizier yesterday through Mr. Muriniteh, to lay 
the ease hot ore the Sultan, and to declare to llis Majesty that no improvement could 
he looked lor ill his relations with Ragland so long as lliis grievance was allowed to 
stand in the way. 

... l,lN language, however, Mr. Mariuiteh thinks the Porte 

will refuse to reopen the question at the Palace, unless the Sultan himself 
calls for a fresh report. Mr. .Mariuiteh will speak of the matter at the Palace 
to uiorr 'W, hut until the Gorman Emperor's visit is over, our demands will, l believe, 
continue to be disregard* d. I can only hope that by repeating them I may keep the 
questi./ii open and lead tin Sultan to expect a more serious onslaught from Her 
Majesty s Ambassador. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) M. UK BUNSEN. 


No. 41. 

Sir ,\. O Co'ior In I In’ Miin/urxs of Salisbury.—[Uecrivnl October 3.) 

(No. no;,.) 

•'I-' Constantinople, September 25, 1H98. 

W ITU reference to Mr. do Bunsens despatch No. 331 ol the 7th June, 1 have 
the honour to transmit copy ofu further despatch Irom Her Majesty's Vice-Consul 
at \i an, eommentiiig on the increased activity displayed of late by the French 
missionaries in proselytizing among the Nestoriuns. Captain Elliot considers that 
their efforts are likely to arrest in some degree the propaganda of the Russian 
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, who | ast year induced suen large numbers <>r Ncstorinns alnng the ’I urni- 
Rcrsiau frontier to join the Orthodox fold. j )mv0 &c ._ 

(Signed) ’ N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 44. 


Captain Elliot to Mr. de Bunsen. 


ua/nmn nuiui «* •'*■*. 

(No. 25. Confidential.) September 13, 

8 "' I HA\T. the honour to report lluit news bus bet'"■' C< (j‘'Vi' isTnndlVr'and’ less 
ejfeet that the Russian Mission to the JNestorinns i 

important than at Bret expected. mr in making converts 

.. 

doubt 1»U that tit- "bje-t is to arrange lor 
ccciving Xcstorians into the Homan C ^tbol..; C hurclu ^ Fatllcrs< 

that have recently taken 

Pl0Ce f believe that M. Miaous*. **%*»g°^ 

pave the way for the Ncstormns ... 1. rke g.n, g over toUK^u NmVi however, 
Some months ago it appeared that In • \ umdied with money, and prepared 

rgg SStfW.re cOWc-t protection of Russia at 

some future time. importance into what fold a people 

sideration. . .,. ,. v ,.here in Uvo years’time, and 

I heard at .lulfa that tiio^rail • I ))nt iustrai | farther west, 

that it had been decided to "iid„c th At* ,... 1 r will be arranged lor, and 
Doubtless, railway Concessions tn -xarlman have bee desire, and 

Russia will have before.g as firm a grip ortlmt p.ounce 

Montenegro. 1 am inclined to bchevc hit ^ mtwtn !»• rtq , rifles, 

fulfil this role would be a little seeret on o agin - , ||tf ,,„ r< T,,. 

with plenty ol ammunition, that .could as > ' , sliimum as their 

"lie .iconic, though somewhat untidy,, ** 

spiritual and temporal Uiil. r b'ecn decided wlmt line 

,|,e l^b'NS^^ndd eventual,y take. Three courses up,,eared open to 

t,,Bm r T<> abandon the field altogether to the Russians. 

2. To leave Persia and settle in 'I urkev. 


3. To continue to carry .... M of the 

hi conversation 1 took the hi > \ huvc :v disastrous efiect on 

Mission that any retirement before . .. • mi-da accord with their views to 

British prestige In those ~r a. c«s cnU>. ‘ ^“ ( fi un!l . The people. 

!!;::; l i v :r'wo!dd the .*. Which won,,, actuate such 

conduct. K 

[U10] 



Nothing will convince the natives, or, what is more, the foreigners in the 
country, Consols, or others that such a Mission is not more or less a political 
agency, anti the esteem in which the British name is It, hi depends on the amount of 
protection and consideration from the authorities and people that can he secured 
offledal 8ympath°y S '‘ ! * |,t:OII,lly whcn l ,lll ' su ' l, g a calling that is firmly believed to have 

At Kocl.i.ni.cs I round Mar Shimum much depressed by the prospect of the 
wholesale desertion nl their Church by this people, lo the Orthodox Church on the 
one hand, and the Unman Catholic on the other. 

Moreover, the attitude of the Archbishop (Malran) of the Nestorians, who had 
lied from Shemthnan, Turkey, and was then in Persia, was doubtful. Communi- 
cations hail passed between him and the Russian Mission 

II was on inv return to Van about the middle or Juno that I learnt what 
progress the Domuncati l athers had nude in proselytizing both aiming Nestorians 
Armenians. I ,ie I ere de trance told me that he had practically got hold of all 
tin villages near \ an anil nl the neighbourhood of Ariel! ami Serai ami that !„■ 

intended to go to llekkiari. where he expected to he almost equally sin.ssl'u a 

any rate, in some parts. 1 ' »uw..wi»iui, at 

I took an opportunity of discussing these questions with the Vuli. Mv V 1 
was that of two evils it was very much the less that the Nestorians should’join the 

Honan ( atholic < Imre i, as, should they heeome Orthodox, It ostia ..Id have 

endless opport min ics and excuses for interference, and that even if the I’rcne 1 ' wtntnl 
.otmrtgue and to interior,. politically, they wore not in the same pt'shion ttmlo so 
as (.llucJiydv as the Russians. Moreover, this latest move of theirs would lieac-mso 
«)f irritation between them and Russia. lause 

■‘"'I «»■« tltc Matron had returned Ui SlZdimin. ' h,l ‘ C " U,,s n,at(er 

w;' .s® ar, V fir | tl, ? t t,le Arohhishnp ol'Canterbury had no intention of abandoninsr 
Ills Mission, 1 had another con versa. with Tahir Pasha on this subject 1 

ihev woidi suiusni M - ""' r . l «“ l "" "dention ol nrosclvtiziig, 'that 

""". ^"IM'Oo Mar .Mumum's authority, and give him am his nooi,le’ „,l 

mlvtce, which ..die... ,hem less inclined to intrigue and StroflTe 

ami therefore that it appeared sound policy to encourage them, and do ill in his 

power lo increase Mar SI .uni’s prestige and authority. 1,18 

He replied, with some truth, that Mar Shimum was so feehle -„„i „„ t, ■, , 
*“* “IT™ 1 ' 1 <|mic unfitted govern, however mu<* .•tssistmtee ™s“ 

him. I told him I thought it likely another Englishman might lie sent to ifve b 
^ . th “ l Mr. Browne, who is already tlnfre nogl su c c 

getting Mar Shimum to display the requisite firmness 1,1 

(lie Vali proposes to visit llekkiari, if possible within a Tew weeks and l„. 
promised to wive this matter his attention. weeks, and lie 

dsSl 5 “ « «swt 

left Voth'Aug^ kly 11,0 20tl ' Au K“ 8 *- »«•>"" Mission 

view l dnu,!!:^r“r '■ a| , ,|K ' ars to n, ° r ° rt,1 "'“*.’, from a political point of 
,1 , 1 "inch missionaries have steppe.1 into the breach, lor hail they „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ti. 8. ELLIOT. 
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No. 45. 

Sir iV. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 500. Confidential.) Constantinople. September 27, ISOS. 

My 1 f™I Tinr(;lt t|l( . rccont reports from Her Majesty's Consular officers m Eastern 
A ri*i Armor show on tlm whole an improvement in the general order and tranmumty 
Asia .Minor m ow m . •! w0U u h 0 wronir to conclude that tlie 

of the 'g peoplo have been redressed, or that they have 

legitimate ?ric . . \. t { ir initios, and in the position of increased 

“i'ljeS* to their neighbours in which they have been left since the 

. 

“»<> W i! >™ Armenian question ns nfimdmg 

the only prospect of a henvecr. the Sublime Porte and the 

v Si ' k ;1 „Z l,K, underhand negotiation at Paris between 

Patrmroh, tl cro * ms o U1 an Armenian Committee in Pans. Horn 

refers to an Imp* rial Hal. r • Xn|ll . ni!u]s return to their homes, and 

is impossible, and the Cpm'mtWe |„,w, vvf, they will wait till the end 

. *>■. 

Palace. A eon Went ,il Agent IM understand that the remaining politico 

W!" graduMlyset at liberty, excepting only those who have committed 
crimes against common law. j ■ &c 

(Signal) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 15. 

Sote addressed to Munir Hep by the Central Armenian Committee at Paris. 

Paris , If Septmbre, 1898. 

LB Comite Central Rdvolutionnaire Anneniet. de “‘XnVreStifs' '!!!£ 
ftST tt^srr .0 OoHvermiment Impdria. 

Ottoman. . . avait transmit an Comity 

Apria de longs et diffictles pourparlers vot , . i m ndrial nui eomportait uno 
comme conclusion tie Pcntentu projetdo, un In A6 1V ™ 9 ) , ui et 

amnistie sans restriction, gnrautissaut la seeunte dc» Armomon. i 




(lonnnnt notamment Passurancc quo los Anneniens aynnt emigre an cours des 
massacres, poiirraiont rent rer dans lour fovor, sans tore nucuncment inquietes par la 
police ou par los autoritAs locales. 

Nous no nous toions pas ponnis de fain* an Gouvornomont Imperial l’injure do no 
pas ajoutcrfoi ?i la sincerity des lxmnos intentions quo manifesto it Sa Majesty Imiiemle 
lo Sultan dans cct Acte autlientique. 

L’lradc a etc transmis an Comite lo 15 Avril. Plusicurs mois so sont iconics 
depuis sans quo los engagements pris par lo Sultan lui-meme aiont etc pleinement ct 
entitoomont realises. A plusicurs reprises lo Comite Central a mppele a votre Excel* 
lenee la parole denude el les iissuiaace* reit.'rees par oUc au sujet do la prompt© 
execution des engagements pris au nom du Sultan. Plus do dix Ibis des delais out 
ete consent is par le Comite sur Jes sollieitatioiis do votre Excellence. Malgre c(*b 
ddlais, Pnccomj)lissemoiit dei promesses cont« ties dans l’l rade eat demon it* et demeuro 
inefteetue. 

Quaiid votre Excellence fnt ree-mmon' rappel.'e on Turquic, olio nous donna 
I’nssumnee la plus formello quo Tirade allait ton* execute; elle rams gamut it not am* 
nurm la mist* en libertd, avant son retour a Paris, de tons les prboimiers Armdniens 
dont la list.- lui etait remise par !e Comitd. Depuis lors plusioiirs si-muimrs se sont 
d collides sans qu’il s.»it survemi dans la situation tie ohangeinent appreciable. 

V.nsi, malgre I Irarle, malgrd 1 s gamuties qu’il semblait donner, malgrd les 
premisses vubriles taut de Ibis rdpdtdcs. non settlement dopnis <rtnn m«>is, Pamnistie 
ideino et onlitov n’a pas ete aceomplie, mats do* Anneniens retourncs en'1’urquie sur 
la foi de Tirade out ete mis en jirisuti; en outre, des arrest at ions uoinhreuses out dtd 
operdes et sont encore opdrdes parmi le- Armdniens taut a Constantinople quo dntis les 
provinces. 

I/attitude du Comitd pendant tontes It's ndgociations a dtd parfaitoment eorrcctc, 
loyale, i-t sincere. Mais d’une part, Tnjourhoment iuddfini de IVxdeution des pro- 
messes eoutemies dans rirnde, et, d’autre part, les persecutions systdnmtiqucs oxercdcs 
eonlre nos nationaux, a oblige le Comite a mettre en doute l. bonne foi du Goiirernn- 
meut Imperial. Comment, en diet, expliqlicr aufroment des faits si dtmngcment 
contradieloires? lei, sur Pinitiative du Souvomin on entretieut .des ndgociations, on 
tran si net tin Trade de teiteur eonciliaat:*; la, on wrote, persecute et massacre les 
Anneniens sans aucim prdh-xte raiso'tnable. 

Ions ees tails sont do nature a empeeber la reconciliation et Papaisement 
annonees, et, apris urn* longue patience, nous inspired de graves mdliances envers les 
pietendues bonnes dispositions du Gouvcnioniont Imperial. Ms nous ddcidont i\ 
romp re toute relation avee qcii tjue ee v,,jt <]<*s Ddldguds ou Hcprdsontants Impdriaux. 

Des ndgociations sont iuutUes et ddrisoiivs quand le Qouverncment violo sa parole 
et les engagements pris, et, apies avoir domic des assurances solennollos pour 1ft 
sdcuritd des porsomies d des bums, lnisse inassacrer cn masse les Armdniens dans lc 
Vilayet tie Hit I is, sans compter les arrest at ions et les persecutions sourdcs opdrdcs et 
exeivdes qiioticdinucment dans toutes les parties de 1’Empire habitues par les 
Armdniens. 1 

Quaml le Comitd t’entral a consenti n engager des ndgociations dues h 1’initiative 
du Sultan, il navail nullcmcnt pour but Pdlargissement dime poignde tie prisonniore. 
Pen nous imjiorte le sort tie quolquc- indivitlus. Nous pouvions, le eas dclidant, les 
saerifiera une cause subtle: le Imnlieur dc iiotre pouplc. Aussi bion pout-oil ajoutcr, 
sil le faut, aux 200,000 vidimus line eon table tie prisonniers rotemis obstindmoht, on 
ue sail pourquoi, par le Gonvcrnemeiit, au mdpris tl<* la parole donnde. 

I.nmuistio genera le, e’est pen, presquo rien, et la miso on libertd d*uu certain 
noinbre d homines no eliange gudre lo sort d*uu peuple abominablcment opprimd! 
Cependant, en neceptant au four-. ties ndgociations la proposition du Gourcmomcnt, le 
vonnte iio voidut voir dans la liberation des prisonniers quo l’indico d’unc bonne 
volonto reelle et des intentions oft etait Sa Majestd le Sultan de proeddor au rdtahlisse- 
nient tie la st-curi td et tl’amdliorer le sort de la nation Armdnicnne. Co signe dc 
smcerite elleetive no ddnonynit tie la part tin Comitd quo do bien modestes exigences. 

Q“®urait pei’tlu le (iouvcrncment a mot t re en libertd un certain nombre 
t Anneniens quaml il lui ost facile d’en fairo a nouveau emprisonner lo double ou le 
decuple, s il lui plait ? 

hu tenant sa parole et en w*spoet ant sos promesses, H a limit fait ado tie sa gesso ct 
tie bonne politique. hn agissnul, au contraire, eomme il vient tie le faire, il a perdu 
une occasion d entente telle qu’il ii’cn nvait pit jusqu’ici saisir tie semblablo, malgre 
ses ellorts maintes fois rcnouvelds? 
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, . • iinimoiitcuicut sans precedent des Comites a tmgugcr des 

' ociatioiv/ivcc lui Do la pouvnil sartir pour la Gouvomomout ot pour le pays une 
lu-iwmtuais .ucc iui. i l I ... . , 1 mnuvaiso foi ol fmaxtoition dra 

^moMC^ImSIilriMcs on aboutit a une rupture qui puut avoir les plus graves conn*. 

qUC "x!a,s ™ rcietons toule la rcsponsjibilite sur le Gouvcrnement et sur les 
eonso^lle™ intS" de YMa Kiosk. Cendant. v« les suites gjuves d’une 
runtaiT finale le Comitd se fait un devoir de conseience d assigner un de ai dean or 
de 1 u/e onrs pour Indention pleine et entidro des eugagemenLs »r» .Ians 1 Irade dn 
?r. vvril. Cette exdeution settle permettrait la reprise des pourparlers. 

Nons prions done votre Exeellc.ee de traunnctttv eelte note a isa .Majestd 

Imndriale le Sultan et de eonsiderer tontes relations comine ... si, dau - Ks douse 

Sure <,ui suivront la remise de la presento, 1’Irade n est pis execute dan. sa tetirur 
outre le Gouvernemeiil Impdriul et le Comitd Central,. mt desormois oxolucrn de 
,.....mines le priucip.: de ndgociations nuclcomiucs avee le Gomernemud. 
programmes pnu i (Comitd Central Udvolulioi.nauv Armemen.) 

.N.lt.—La date de la note est utilise, tuais il y a tout lieu de supposcr quo e’est le 
18 Septemlire, et quo remise en a dtd laito u I’Antbassade il laris. 


No. 40. 

Sir N. O'Conor lo tlir Marquess of Sttluburg.—iKcceiccd October 3.) 

(? 0 - 50S -> Constantinople, September 28,18!)S. 

' 1N eontinmition of the despatch from this Embassy, No. -182, I ha«- 

to forward to vour Umlship herewith copy o a despatch which 1 bale rccc vcd 
from Her iiaj'estv’s Consul at Damascus, relative to the attita.le of flic 
towards the Turkish Government. j )mve &<j 

(Signed) ’ N. H. O'COXOll. 


Inclosure in No. 40. 

Consul Richards lo Mr. de Hansen. 

(No. 40.) Damascus , September 10. ISOS. 

S ' r ’ Wmi reference to my ilespatoh No. 12 of the 18th ultimo informing yon that 

in «s V ri‘i I have now tbo honour to report thut tins concession will not hi iimik. At 
a^c^t^in^am^unro^uuojEn/'rccog^ ^ 

,U "fSf “S'Xl Ibrahim Fei,i Pasha the newly- 

appoiiitedbutes^rif of the n^rgUi pabl a j^’^ u ^|™^^Au^tiiar«u!^nk^itHl *it 

t'nmmfedtbote'h with XtlSef truth I eanno.' say, that as a result of bis visit 

^ Sd staking any. ™eb pay.. ,mb,s 

uTk' '"'.I'nwludbm Urn/ will ’prlsis/in U -o had is?, a" lim-’b'em'luet now tliat tbe 
to is m«u uiHintr . if 1 tiiiiinir I., iirii nil tlieu* real claims and grievances 
Government has shown itself willing }< tua u > ^ IVL . oivc a. 

with n forbearance and consideration wlucb th»> ba\» _ 

(Signed) W. S. RICH ADDS. 
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Xo. 47. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to the MnrjUCts of Salisbury,—(Rejectred October 3.) 

(Xo. 014.) 

My Lonl, Constantinople, September 2S, 1808. 

IN’ his dispatches Xo. 391 of tin* 71li June, and No. Ho of tin* 21st .luno last, 
Mr. do BUnsen had the honour l«> inform your Lordsliij) of the negotiutimisvhich 
took place hut ween the Uussiau and Turkish Governments, on the subject of tho 
return of tin* Armenians who took refuge in Russia last year. 

On the 25th instant I received a telegram from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Van informing me that according to telegrams from Melasgird to the Turkish 
authorities, “ lighting had been going on for several days with Armenians, supposed to 
have come IV 'ii Russia. Nine Armenians had escaped, forty had been killed. The 
loss on Ih« Turkish side was given as one olliccr and nine men, besides wne Kurds.” 

On the 27th instant information was received at the Porte from the Vali of Hit 1 is, 
to the elVect that a party of about sixty \mioniuns, presumably Russian subjects, hail 
penetrahsl t.lur Turkish frontier from the Russian side towards Mim>h, wleru they 
came into contact with the hoops and tribesmen, fifteen being killed on the Turkish 
side. Some of (he Armenians were nmdncted to Ititlis, where the Vali had been 
ordered Jo examine them. 

The Vali gave his opinion that these are not Turkish Armenian refugees returning 
from Russia hut an armed hand of revolutionary fanatics who have crossed the. 
bonier. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) X. It. O’CONOR. 


No. 48. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to 'In Marques* of Salisbur»/.—({Received October 3.) 


My Lord, Constantinople, September 21), 1898. 

WITH reference to \lr. de Bunsen’* clcnpiilch No. ."»«)2 ol the Kith instant, and 
previous eorrvs|>omlcnce, I have the honour to forward to ymn* Lordship lictcwith copy of 
a despatch which 1 have received from the British Vice-Consul at llodcida relating to the 
affairs of the Yemen. 

I lunar, &c. 

(Signed) X. R. O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 48. 

Vice-Consul Ahmed in Consul Devei/. 

(Xo. a!.) 

Sir, ^ Hodrida, Any ust I f, 1898, 

IN contir.uatioii of my despatch Xo. II of the 2f»th .Inly last, I have the honour 
to r.-port that about a fortnight ago -nine camels, carrying about 148 hags of rations for 
soldier* hi the interior, were seized hv Arab tribes ol Megurda, who live? beyond Bngcl. 

I wo luitlalions of Mildiers were *cut, hut only 21 Imgs were recovered, 58 persons of 
the above lube taken prisoners, 20 villages, of about 1*0 houses in eueh, burnt, and men, 
women, and children put to death. 

Tla principal seat of disturbance at present is at Kophol. a mountainous pluce near 
I ohya, which i- about two and n-half days’ journey from llodcida. 

A few day a un Turkish gun.boat “ Shmvket Naum” landed at I .ohya for Kophol 
.o moimtaiii guns, and Hu) cases of niiimuiiitioiis, arid three transport vessels, ** Kaiser,’' 
” l arsus,’ *; I.Hiuyr carried there 749, 735, and 1.375 soldiers respectively for the above- 
ineiitioiied Kophol. 

W itliin a few dn\> sjvaiii-^lilp ‘‘Tarsus’' is going to take from this place provisions 
for soldier* at Lohyu, J’arsan, and Oomlida. 

Corvette “ Iskendei ” and gun-hoaU “Shuwket Nama” and “ Z iir D.iriu ” lire 


. 1 ,1.. i.<>r;. ibfiUtite the conveyance of soldiers, rations, and ammunitions 

expec ci \er> s in Yemen for the interior, because camels and mules for the above 

to various sea-poit* n i n 1 'service in the interior, and in many 

aMhU lime it i> advice to have li.itisl, man-i..War I,ore, .other 
to stay a few days »t Hodeida, or at least to come Imre and ermso about the place foi 
little while. j 1|avu> &c , 

(Signed) T. II. Alim 


Sir iV. O'Conor to tlir .l/m/m« of Saliulmnj.—(Rtccimt October I/.) 

(N<y>>8., Constantinople, October 9, 1898. 

> i' l l A VR tht honour to transmit an interesting RejKiit of Mr. Vice-Consul ( row on 
11,11 *£ tlm rimditbms of life and .hr «mfli*i«K interests of 

aSSi ... '■» ... “« 

hy the population. , , &c 

(Signed) X. It. O'CONOR. 


Inelosure l in No. 19. 


Vice-Consul Crow to Mr. de Hunsen. 

(No. 07.) lifirout, September 23, 1898, 

Sir ’ | HAVB the honour to transmi- to yon herewith a Memomi&n. on^ thc 
of the Lebanon containing Information which I received during my i 
Beitcddin. I | mV e, &c. 

(Signed) F. B. CROW. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 49. 

Memorandum by I ice-Consul Crow. 

AS authorized hy Her Many’s d'Afttarf Wjg-* 

I availed myself of Nooum Pasha s invitation to spe jj , 15llk i,.,. l , > ollieial 

seat of the Ubancse C lovemmcnt « . 1 P^_ ^ ^ 

residence of tho Kminakani of tin Shoo , . Sheikl, Mohumed Taliah, the two 

returned the visits of Sheikh > 'l'-d. “ ! „ the guest of .Ir¬ 

religious heads of the Druses. I also visited Moukl.tarn, where 

Jumblatt family. flenernl of the U-lmnon in August 

Naoum Pasha, who was raijq<o«ate < , „| of his administration. A 

ISII7, has just eompleted the hrst veur at the I „„tl aspirations, 

cursory glance at the condition of the population under tits rule, 

iniiv, therefore, not lie devoid ol interest. Protocol of 1892 referred. 

Thu promises given hy the Ottoman (.overnuie .,, 

chicflv, to the independenee of the elee.ions ol .net.d. as Ift * 

to the Iiroteetion of Magistrates from ''ismissnl . m( | ileetions will he lul l 

elected to the Administrative Council lor a „r office will have then 

next March to till up the places ol lour ineiiih -rs. Catholic. Of these 

expired, namely, two Druses, one -(orn-dthe greatest chance of re- 

11 it mill Bey, Druse member for the SI.. lms, I nm iniormcu, b 

election. 
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The qucstioii ° f the division of the Shoof Kaimakamlik (Druse) ui.d the formation of 
a new C hristinn Ivatmnkamhk, hv annexing certain Slmof villages to Deic-ct-Cnmar, was 
unfavourably viewed by the Government, and seems to have been dropp'd for tile present. 
I he project, which was out forward by the Moronites, was vigorously supported by a certain 
llabib, a Mnromte Notable, for the furtherance of bis own ends. The xMaronitc villagers 
appear to be without initiative in the mutter, and the support given to it was chicllv'due 
to the self-interested exertions of Habib and bis party. 

An arrangement was made with the Ottoman Hcgic Inst year, by which a monopoly for 
live years was granted t«> that institution, for the import into the Lebanon of foreign-grown 
tumbeki. The privileges of the inhabitants of the mountain were not interfered with by 
the arrangement, as the internal production of tumbeki remained uimiieetvd. 'Hie scheme 
wa-, however, opposed by a certain class, who foresaw in it the defeat of their own plans 
tor making a protit by the sale of tumbeki. Their opposition seems to have been purely 
selt-intercsted, though the terms which they offered appear on the surface to be more 
favourable to the Lebanon Government, than lit > • accepted. The scheme is not showing 
great results at present. The profit accruing to the Administration depends on the 
quantity ol tumbaki consumed, a tax ol 2 piastres per kilog being, paid to the Govern- 
mi nt, and, as much of the old stock still remains on the hands of the sellers, this will have 
to be consumed before more is required. The result* will probably be more perceptible 
next year, when better receipts arc expected. The Ubanon Government is taking active 
measures to check smuggling. 

Emigration from the Lebanon is at present small.. The orders against it ure enforced 
ami it is only practised secretly. About two-thirds of those who leave, return as soon as 
they have made suliicicnt money to purcbu.se property of their own. 

Satisfaction at tin* reappolni in.ut of Nauuiu Pasha a-. Governor, though not 
universal, i' widely ft It. Ilis rule is just and benign, ami though bis administration does 
no! not seem to have heein marked by any rndical improvement in the government of the 
mountain, lie appears to thoroughly understand the importance of preserving the balance 
ii tucen iLt- eonllicting elements, ol which the various sects and deiiouiinutions under his 
jurisdiction ute composed. 

I be party out ol office is always discontented, and those who have hold office before 
len\e in* stone unturned in order to damage the credit of their more fortunate rivals. 
It is then-lore impossible to content everybody in n small btUt mixed community, where 
employment under Government it. regarded as the summit of ambition. Il party interests 
eoiiln he snerffieed to the public welfare the t ask ol government in the mountain would 
be considerably lightened, but, as it is. the difficulties of administration are aggravated by 
the petty intrigues and jealousies, to which Marnnitis, Greek Catholics, Greek Orthodox, 

I fuses, loslenis, and the other iuhabilants of the Lebanon are too easily prone. If a 
wider scope for the activity ol the rising generation were afforded much of this would 
naturally disappear; but, unfortunately, there seems no chance of it. 

! be well-intentioned effort • of inissionariej have lavished education on classes, who, 
in past years, were content to press oil and scratch the soil for the cultivation of the 
mulberry and the vine, and who could neither read nor write. The baud lias been 
removed from their eyes, hut the field of their activity remains unchanged. Both area 
and occupation are required, in which their moral and intellectual resources can find 
development, and until such outlets are provided, the result must of necessity be 
emigration or internal unrest. 

I he openings lor skilled labour in the mountain oro inadequate to meet the demand 
lor employment. I lie population, too, are, by the force of circumstances, as long a* they 
reiienn m the mountain, inert and without enterprise. Xuoum Pasha endeavoured a 
short while ago to moinote competition ami encourage native productions, und lor this 
purpose ae proposed to open an industrial exhibition at Dabda, the scat of government, 
where specimens ol all Lebanon products were to be exhibited. Tim inhabitants, however, 
" , tt L w exceptions, refused even to send in their exhibits without payment, and the 
scheme was dropped. 

On another occasion the Governor undertook to provide the necessary funds for 
replanting with trees the barren slope* of the hills which command Beitcddin, but this plan 
was also frustrated by the inertia of the peasants. 

hven the Druse family of Jumblutt, in whom, sine- the events of istJO, the British 
Government has taken a special interest, form no exception to tile rule, und, instead ol 
gi\mg ilieir eordml sujj{jort t<> the Government and employing the intluemn which tliev 
deri r Irom their position ol wealthy und extensive landowners for the public benefit, 
they nr<- mvidi d by lumily qua: !>, and wi»*tc their energies in futileclforls io prejudice their 
m\.i ■ who now bob. oliie< . ' .ourmiicul, either ill the hope ol supplanting them 
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or of neutralizing any favourable results which may be obtained under the Adminis- 

education demands a wider sphere of activity, and the absence of such a sphere 
"themNecessarily a pnly to idleness and its attendant evds of unrest and 

d'*™*™'- (Signed) F. E. CROW. 

Bcirout, September 22,1898. 


No. 50. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 17.) 


(N°. 530.) Constantinople, October 10,1808. 

•' I H AVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a -'esputeh which 
1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul nt Aleppo relative to the failure ot the crop, 
that district, and the disturbances resulting therefrom. &( , 

(Signed)” N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 50. 

Consul Barnhnm to Sir N» O'Conor. 

(No. 3,».) Aleppo, September 30, 1S9S. 

S,r ' 1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that considerable anxiety is felt in this 

fnilwi^and'lt u'ealculutcd that, had a, the harvest was 

« tffi tt W* shumbuis^an^of 

barley 482,M0 shumbuls. This year wheat yielded 520,000 shun,hols, and hurley 300,000 

"hMtrow have chiefly failed east of Aleppo in the villages belonging to the| Tchiftlik 
Humuvoun (Imperial Domains), where one-half ol the gram land has yielded nothin,, and 

^ .oudj have applied 

flocks owing to the semitv or last winter has impoverished the ISulounis with 

fc — 

in, imi o i »fe , . , the attention ot tlioGovernment. 

^tst&Jtt^za£8S3£!i 

H5£vs£-jsxs 

1 have, Sc. 

(Signed) II BN LI V D. BAUNHAM. 


| 1110 , 
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No. 51. 

•Sir A'. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 581.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, October 10, 1808. 

WITH reference t" my <les|>atcli No. 508 of the 28th ultimo, I lmve the honour to 
forward to your lordship herewith copy of u despatch which I have received from Her 
Majesty’s Hnusul at Damascus, relative to the steps taken to put down robberies com¬ 
mitted bv Bedouin in the Lcjuh. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 51. 

Consul Itirhards lo Mr. dr Bunsen. 

(No. 48.) 

Sir, Damascus, .September 27, 1808. 

WITH relerenci- to my despatch No Pi of tin* Hit It instant reporting, among other 
things, that it .as rumoured that two butlalions of troops would shortly be sent to the 
llnumn. I have the honour to inform you that one battalion of infantry—about 100 
strong—-Inis actually left fur tlmt district, half of them to he stationed at Busra-el-I larir 
ami the remainder at Sueda. 

It would also appear that l-Vvzi Pasha, the Mutessarif of the llamim, has stationed a 
“ Mufrazn,” as it is termed, viz., a body of infantry soldier.- mounted on mules—about 
lot) strong—us well as 50 regular troupe is at two places in the l.ejali named, respec¬ 
tively, in llaiuii and Ain Kcrrassa, with . view to bringing pressure to hear on the Slut 
Arabs, the chief Pedouin tribe of that region. Moreover, 1 understand that the 
Mutch.saiit lu- gone him-elf ipiite recently into tin Lejuli, m eou.panied by a uutuher of 
Moslem ami Christian Sheikhs from the Hiiur.m, with t he object of inducing these Arabs 
to re-tore to their rightful owner- the • .m.els, e ittle and iu-ep which they have carried 
oil' from time to time. It would appear that Iw vzi Pasha has already succeeded in 
obtaining the restitution of thirty-live camels, as well a> 1'uuii.icii loads of wheat, which 
had been stolen fiom the district ol Koneitru. I am inform i that the Vail’s instructions 
to the Mutessarif were not to employ force except ill the last resource. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 52. 

Sir iV. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(llcci iced October 17.) 

(No. 532.) 

My liord, Constantinople, October II, 1808. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 51 I of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit copies of two despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul at Frzcroum, giving an 
account of the recent Armenian raid into the country to the north of Luke Van. 
Mr. Craves points out that this is the first revolutionary incursion since 1800. The 
Turkish authorities claim to have put it down without indicting any ill-treatment upon 
the Armenian inhabitants ol the di-tiiets ufleeted, hut. Mr. Oraves’ narrative is derived 
from information furnished by the Vali of Erzcroum, and he considers that judgment 
should lie suspended until further evidence comes in. 

The prisoners are said to l aw spoken of two oilier hands which were to have 
entered Turkish territory at the same time as the one which hie- been destroyed, but no 
definite intelligence has been received with regard to them. 

I liuvc, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 

Consul (traces to Mr. de Bunsen. 

J?°. Erzcroum, September 23, 1808. 

,r ’ I HAVE the honour to report that about the Kith or 17th instant a hand of Armenian 
revolutionaries crossed the Russian frontier, coming probably from Kaghizman, and made 
for Tutakh, on the Eastern Euphrates, near which place they took up then .piarters in a 
rave. Thev were observed and attacked by a hand ol Kurds, ami m the fight which 
ensued, their Chief is said to have been killed, while two of their number were wounded 
and made prisoners. Two of the Kurds were also killed, and several wounded. The 
survivors of the Armenian hand fled to the mountains, where they arc btnfig followed np 
hv troops dispatched by the Vali of Krzer.mm. who is now at llassun Kale, the capital of 
the Passin Cazn, between Er/.eroum and the Russian frontier. 

This is the first incursion of Armenian revolutionaries into the Erzcroum V ilnyet since 
November l8UG,und the Armenian population of the district appears lor the moment to 
he unite free from nnv faint of revolutionary agitation. 

1 ' I have, «c. 

(Signed) U. W. GRAVES. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 52. 

Consul (S rates lo Sir N r . O'Conor. 

(No. -1.) Erxerom, September 21), 1808. 

* "’ Till! Vali. Kannf I’asl.a, having returned to Krzcroiim, his Excellency has furnished 
me with the following further detail, respecting the incursion of the hand of Anncniun 
revolutionaries, which Mfe-*** y^^KtwhWy worn first u,tacked hy 
the z\VtV/troun '-s’"-5."i!'of the Sipih.iuli'Kurds, the Armenians, who were fifty-live in number, 

the scene of the tmesaer.f 1*W. ' In y were, however, l.oll;, hdluwesl up 

cavnln and regular infantry, mid brought lo liny somewhere h<.twun 1 utakli and 
Mi hr/e-er.l, in ri,c euuntrv of tin- I Ins-anal,li trihe. In the fight winch ensued the 
revolutionaries are said to have keen entirely wiped out, llm two w-ounded prisoners 
mentioned in inv pi,ceding despatch Ining t!,o only survivors. On the l urki-h side, 
fourtieu men (chiJllv llmnidieh'Kurds, were killed „n,l a nun,her wounded, and ten 

mit'ie's'sl'ate that their ..I was one of three which were to have entered 

Turkish territory mahout the same time,''and the Vali lnlimiis me tin, , lour or five days 
lie receive'!* a id,-gram from the Mutessarif ol lluynzid to the ellect that n second 
rcvol diiinnry hand was reported to have crossed the frontier, hut subsequent intelligence 
S^ U ,K» quarter does not confirm the story. However, us u precautionary measure, 
nhittnliou of the -'7111 Infantry Uegimeiit lias Iscil sent from hrz.croum to Mums, and an 
cx|^dence<l°eavahv Officer, Mir^za fh-y, has keen dispatched with eighty ivgular cavalry to 

Sfttowoluti.. hand has been accomplished 

without any severities or ill-treutmcnt being inflicted ii|h>ii the Armenian inhabitants of the 

di" ri A,"Kir, Raouf Pasha depend, for his information upon tl.e Turkish local 
authorities and the llamidioh Chiefs concerned in the affair, and as rumours to t c 
contrary!, 1 -- current among the Christians here, it will, perhaps, he better to suspend 
iudgine.nt on lliis point until confirmatory evidence is olitainunlc. . 

” I hear llmt the Vnli Inis promised that the Kurdish Chiefs engaged should receive a 
ikic uuiary teward for their services, instead of the customary decoration. and M 
!n grade, to tlie conferring of which in such cases his Kxcclleney is strongly oppose,I m 

P ri "°iP le - I have, Ike. 

(Signed) R. W. GHAVES. 



u 


No. 53. 

Sir N. O'Co nor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 533.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , October 12, 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 515 of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to your I.ordship herewith copy of u despatch which 1 have received from the 
British Vice-Consul at Hbdeidn on the subject of the disturbance® in the Yemen. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 53. 

Vice-Consul Ahmed to Consul Devey. 

(No. 55.) 

Sir, llodeida , September 7, 1898. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 51 of the 14tli August, 1898, I have the honour 
to report that news reached me to the effect that about twenty-five days ago two places in 
the northern side of the inferior of the Yemen, named Dufcer and Shah re, near Kophol, 
the principal scut of war, have been taken from the Turks, and their soldiers Lillet! by rebel 
Arabs. In the southern Yemen, in Anis and Err, fighting between Turks and Arabs is still 
going on. ... 

Transport strain-ship “ Adana ” brought here 800 Red if. and 170 recruits. 

Gun-boat “Zair Daria" arrived here on the 4th of this month, and transport 
“ Babvl,” which came to Hodeida the same day with over 1,000 soldiers on board of her, 
is gone to Lohyn with the above, and two guns and two battalions from llodeida. From 
Lohya the soldiers, with guns, will start for Kophol, where, per transport “Kaiser," two 
battalions of troops and some provisions, have already been sent. 

A Commission has been appointed here to make every well-to-do Turkish subject of 
this place to buy a certain number of camels and hire them for Government service. 

Steam-ship " Signis Waglou," flying Osiimnli flag, arrived here laden with 20,000 
hags of flour and 800 cases of butter for the troops in the Yemen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. U. AHMED. 


No. 64b 

Sir A . O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 534. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, October 12, 1898. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 600, Confidential, or the 27th ultimo, I have the 
honour to state that further papers have reached me, from the same source as before, 
showing that the Armenian Committee in Paris were still, at the beginning of this month, 
resolved to break otl all correspondence with the Ottoman Embassy unless full effect were 
given to the promised amnesty. The Committee has sent in a list containing the names 
of seventeen Armenian prisoners, twelve of whom are still in the prisons of Constan¬ 
tinople, and the remainder in those of Tripoli, Adana, and Krzinghian. Their release is 
peremptorily demanded as a preliminary to any further discussion. Failing compliance on 
this point, the Committee threaten to leave Paris within a week, and to address a Memo¬ 
randum to the Powers and to the press setting forth the promises made to them hv the 
Imperial Irade, and the extent to which they remain unfulfilled. 

The Palace seems inclined to yield. The Armenian Committee has been informed, 
by telegraph, that their demands are admitted in principle, and 1 understand that the 
Sultan is inclined to release the Constantinople prisoners mentioned in the list, and to 
consult the local Governors with regard to the remainder. 

From the same quarter I hear that a telegram lias been received at the Porte from 


the Ottoman Minister at Washington slating that the Armenian Committee of New York 
has deerd io address a Petition to the German Emperor, and to take advantage of Ins 
visit to the Sultan to provoke some disturbance in Constantinople^ ^ 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


.Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 31.) 


(No. 518.) 

Mv Lord, 

* WITH refer 
to forward to you 
ller Majesty's Co 


Constantinople, October 22, 1898. 

nee to mv d -spat. :. N ■ . 531 of the 10th instant, l have the honour 
Lordship herewith copy ••*.' n despatch which 1 have received from 
sul at Damascus rc-ourling robberies e mmitted by Slut Arabs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 

Consul Richards to Sir A. O'i ouor. 

gj r Damascus, October 9, 1898. 

WITH reference to mv despatch of the 27th ultimo, reporting the nets of roblxiry 
committed bv the Slut Arabs, I have the Iranour to inform your Excellency that fevzi 
Pasha, the Mutcssarii of the ilaurnn, arrived recently in Damascus, bringing witli mm 
,ii„i! Sheikhs liolmigiiig to thistrihr, i; order that they might he seen and ri ,«' nandvd 
l,y the Yuli. Ilis Excellency at first imprisoned lln-srr u»n. lull on »«'*nii mlormid b> 
I'ev/.i l’ashu that he had guaranteed them their puis, null liberty, anil that it was only 
on this rondition that hu liad toil ahlu to firing them In Damasuus, they wcie sut at 
lifirm . Sulisoi|Uulitlv, they worn pormitto.l to loam tho oily after giving .Na/un 1 aslia 
a formal insurance that Hint would abstain from robbery in lint future. 

I ham, 

(Signed) NY. S. U1CUAADS. 


Sir A’. O'diMor lt> the Man ,pim of Si,!ishur l i (ilreriml (Maker 31.) 

AuToi'd Conaltintmojlle, October 23. 1898. 

J ' \ |?E\V (lays ago two gentlemen representing the Committee appointed to look 

after the interest's or those British subjects wl.o have sustained serious losses by tb. 
Arnienian massacres called upon me to iiil|iiire wlmllier thorn was any olianei >1 Jin 
Turkish Government settling tlmso claim , and to ropiest my assistance i it lie m.'i.tar. 

I replied that 1 was sorry to say that the la ! note from the {sublime I orto on the 
sullied was verv unsatisfactory and liofil out no hope of a settlement, bet that. the 
question was not Ins', sight of, and that they might fie sure that the claim* o! British 
Hubjcets would hi' pressed very strongly, parlicnlaili u an;, claims nl a similar natim 
were recognized and paid by the Porte t.o any other Government. 

I have since spot.. the United States' Minister, Mr. Straus . on the subject. 

He tells me that lie has received positive instructions from Ins Gov. rmnenl t|iuisisi 
iiI xiii a settlement of his claims, that public feeling in r- ganl 1“ them is very high m 
liis country, and that he believes his Government is resolved t‘» have recourse to force 
for their settlement in case diplomatic action should prove unsuccessful. Lie xaid lie 
promised telling the Sultan, at his first private audience, that the consequences would 
he verv bu’iou* if hu refused an amicable understanding, und that he hopeu to 
persuade Jlis Majesty to propose Arhitratiou as a way, and perhaps the only way, out 

°f ^Mrl'Strauss asked mo if I would agree to this, 1 replied that 1 believed Her 

A 






Majesty's Government would be inclined to do so in co-opcration with the United 
States, and, if possible, the other Governments who bad similar claims, but that 1 must 
take your Lordship's instructions before giving a definite answer. 

1 Imve spoken to several of my colleagues in regard to these claims, and though 
they have admitted their justice, and the necessity of insisting upon a settlement, I 
found when I hinted at a definite and joint representation, that no one was willing to 
take up the question without renewed instructions from bis Government. It is very 
probable, however, that most, of the Governments concerned will accept a proposal for 
Arbitration 

Tt wi'l be energetically resisted by the Sultan at first, but if the United States' 
Government is in earnest, ! have no doubt it will be eventually accepted by Ifis 
Majesty, and as I see no immediate prospect of otherwise settling the question, 1 
venture to think that co-opcration with the United States will be to our advantage. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


No. 57. 

S ’«V .V. O'Conor to thr Marquess of Salisbury.—^Received October 31.) 

(No. .m;o.) 

My Lord, Conslanlinop!o t October 27, 189S. 

W! HI reference to my telegram No. 205 of the 24th instant, relative to the attack 
• •a Di Rdck in the Van Vilayet. 1 lmve the honour to ‘.i.msinil to your Lordship 
a prc":s ..f the telegrams from Captain Elliot in regard to this matter, and also a copy 
of a letter which 1 lmve just received from the German Embassy on the subject. 

I at once telegraphed to Captain Elliot in the sense desired by Herr von Selilizcr. 

f have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 

Precis of Teletjrams from Captain Elliot. 

ON the 18th October Captain Elliot reported that a German subject, Dr. Hoick, 
"bo wa- travelling in the Van diKlrict for scientific purposes, bad been attacked and left 
for dead on Mount Sipau h\ llamidieb retainers of Ilussi in Radia Haidenli. 

It appears that on the 13th October, at Argisb, Dr. Bclck called on the Kaimukam, 
told him bis plans, and asked tor an escort. The interview took place in the presence 
of several of Hussein Pasha's llamidieb. 

The next day, the Hth, be bad strayed from bis escort, when he was met ami 
decoyed into a lonely ravine by a llamidieb Captain. This man, after robbing and 
]. . ially stripping him, fired a bullet into bis taco, the bullet cutting bis car. Dr. Hoick 
dropped and feigned death. Two more shots were fired point blank at him, one bullet 
u razing the left side of bis neck. After striking him with a rifle to ascertain whether he 
"* i ' dead, the ussaillants left, and the doctor returned to the village he bad just left, 
and after some delay proceeded to Adeljivas. On bis approach to the town alter dark 
he found an ambush of nineteen Kurds waiting for him, hut as be was in Kurdish dress, 
his^oMi rlxthes being stolen, they let him pass. These men bad be n waiting for some 
tinvj, and 'our hours before bad killed an Armenian on the same spot. Dr. Hoick was 
not seriously hurt. 

On tbi 20tl» Captain Elliot telegraphed again. He stated that the preliminary 
inquiry was held in Dr. Belch's room, in the presence of the British Vice-Consul, there 
being no German ttepr tentative at Van, and Dr. Bclck having asked him to undertake 
the duty. 

In Captain Elliot's opinion the responsibility of Hussein Pasha for the outrage is 
undoubted, for any one not under the Pasha’s protection travelling was dangerous, and 
the Government was quite powerless. It was absolutely necessary that the Vnli should 
receive imperative instructions from Constantinople. Tin* ambush was probably set by 
a nephew of Hussein Pasha. It was rumoured that the Kurds wished to murder the 


doctor because tlicy thought he was German Consul and a sympathizer with the 
Armenians. , . . , . 

The Armenian who was killed was m charge ot the doctors luggage. 

In a further telegram, dated the 21st, Captain Elliot stated that the inquiry was 
being proceeded with, hut that unless the principal Kurils in the neighbourhood were 
got under control, it «as evident that lime would only lie wasted. The \ ali’s intentions 

were good, hut lie was powerless. . 

On the 21 tb October the Vali informed Captain Elliot that a large amount ol 
property belonging to Dr. Brick had been found in the bouse of a certain enemy ol 
Huss in Pasha. Captain Elliot thinks that until Hussein is removed it will be impossible 
to get any evidence against him. lie added that it was quite clear that the Kurus took 
the doctor for a German Consul, and that the most serious aspect ol the allair was the 
ambuscade. 


In closure 2 in No. 57. 

Herr ron SchlOzcr to Sir N. O'Conor. 

M. l'Ambrissudour, Pint, lc 20 OcfoJrr, 1888. 

I.’AAIIIASSADE Imperial!! d'Allemagile :i cu I'hcmiimir dc reccvmr les com¬ 
munications one votre Kxcellriiee a bien votilti lui lain! le I'd et le 20 de eo mots mi 
sujet de Pattentat conimis dans le Vilayet de Van sur la personno du " ivnul AUemanu, 
Or. Ih'lck. et s'empresse de tons .-sprinter i .us ,es r •in-reiemeiits |*;ur les soms 
prceiriix i|H*' Al. le Capituiiie Elliot.aecorde.r dans ret'-- eimmslmiee a la protection 
des intercts Allemnmls. 

A la suite des demarches 1a i les par I'Ambassndi* finpenale 1<‘ 'all de Van a reeu, 
d'ordre . spivs de Sa Majosi.- Imp-rial.* le Sultan, l’in>; ruction do piMceder mimediatc- 
u une unquote rigouivuse sur Its fails do lain* eomniiiv iei les nom** de tons les 
eoupables <*t do prononcer sommnircmenl hi eoudrimnntion. En menu* temps - a 
Majestu le Sultan a exprime sa gracimiso intention de fain* attribuev a M. Bclck une 
large Indemnity pour les outrages qu'il a subis. 

Je viens, par consequent, prior votre Exeellonee de hum vouloir eommuiuquei lo 
eontcuu de ccs instruction', a M. le Capitaine Elliot el de le charger de continuer ses 
demarches on vcillnnt ii l’exccution des ordres donnes au Vali de Van. . 

Kn rcitdrant a votre Excellence roes rcmorciemeute pour I interet temoigno dans 
cotto eii*eoustanee par l’autorito Consuiaire Britannique, je sjiisis, &c. Af# „„ 

(Signo) vox SCHLOArAi. 


No. 58. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 7.) 

Ah’ 'S S0Cret ' ) ConKmlhopl', Oclnlwr 110. I SOS. 

I HAVE tho honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of n Petition which lias 
. ill'll mo from U secret source, addressed by the llilltchag Armenian Committee ot 
C"!St:mtino|ili« to the German Emperor oil the occasion ol Ins visit to the Sultan. 

The Petition reminds llis Imperial Alajesty that twenty years ago, al the capital 
of the German Empire, the. Powers of Europe solemnly guaranteed the safely id tho 
Armenian populations of Turkey, and that three years ago Europe allowed the lurks 
1 . nms aere IKK),000 innocent Armcniens. . 

The Emperor will see on his progress through Ooiislantiiiople, Cusarea, anti 
Jerusalem thousands of Armenian orphans, ami if lie cures to miostiun impartial 
witnesses, lie will hear of such horrors as will perhaps induce him I" exercise Ins 
iullucuee on behalf of the sulVcrcrs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. II. O’COXOR. „ 





Inclosurc in No. 


Pet it it,n addressed to If is Majesty the (fermon litnperor. 

Sire, 

IiH Coinito IliulHinkisli- \rin^iiicii <li C'oiistrinlinople prio voire Alujoste do 
vouloir liicu oxniiiiiier do pres pendant voire ptisMige j r In Tiirijitic In tlmiloureuse of 
intolerable situation IViitc* an |w;iipl<* Armeuieu par l< s conditions barbarcs dn regime 
neliicl. 

lino etude imparl iale fora it voir ii nitre Majestc a quel point ten reraiidientioiift 
des Anm'nif 'i' oi l justes l#';^:»l*- . I, in dV-ti- des pcrlurbateurs el des agilaleiira, 
comuie dc v-i inns mat vcillantcs out teutc ; i !■ ram* rroirc, ! . \ivn'mVir, people 
t mvnillcur ct Industrie!, el tpii eonitituciil uu elt'iurid d<- vie <•! tin civilisation d n. , 
I ’ Km j <i n Oltoi. i.io, n’onl diin.imlr »j •* l*i'**:i lit •' devnot la loi p- or ton !• . >.n jit • dn 

I'linipin*, la iVniiln i t Jn lib<rlc poor lo».t ii.dividn, I’l';•• I»!• • .n ••-( m on moi, d'ltn 
regime do nivilibation liuropecnue dan . p *> . >.ii survit encore ■■ I idi nv dnspotimim 
Ahiatiipii'. 

An t'nngrcs dn. IS7S. ijui a nil li» u dans In <npitalc lucme. tin I’l'impirc Allcinnnd, 
Ins Ariiiniii'-n- out piv^ nle lenrs dnleanei tpi'jl- Insnnl nr It respect dn-, droits 
li limit in- l> s plus i'1'’iiinntaiin-, 

L'l.nropn nsl mlnininllnMoiil 'Mgngri par I’Arlinln I.X I dii Trait c de Itcrlin, ii 
gamut ir la securitc dn la vin, tin I’lemiicur, nl dn. I»inn . anx Armeniens jwi’s^nidn*. par 
Ins K tirde nt If , ('imas-dm. 

I.' - voyage i|n volrn Majistn nn Tiirtjoic •••rail In nomtiinnrninniil d'nnn vin 
iiouwdln pour nt* pay;, tl'nim nm dn pronn • i dn rcircfi»'resei*neo si volrn passav • : dl 
martpit': par mm contribution pui-saul.' • t Ytaliliv>ifiioul dn la justice nt dn I’oidie 
tlatlH ri'.inpim Ottoman hYtplilibli Kurnpe< u nn puurrtil e baser Mir lu Konlfrtnec 
des people- o;.|.rimi'\ • I In vivilianti ndlm \llcmand« ipm volrn Maji dnvii nl 
d'iinplmi!' , nn Tnitjiiin i. pomiail dunn on.m I'ruil taut ipm justice • mail 
rniidim .< mm population monstrie mm iiiuiiI n|.j-rimi'i l/l.mopn i|nvrail con ter I • >>■ < avce 
In dust" pnii upivum d’nii people <j\ii lldln tin. .illi-• - tl’aiitiu'-.s pour son nxistminn nl 
pour In nivili alio . 

LeComite 11iuttdm-. ism dn < on .taut i nnple a 1 Inrum ispoil(pin voln .dajeste 
voiidra l»i» n. dan nil uoldn sentiment do jiislinn nt d luim mitn, prnndm nil non id«'i"i- 
Iion Ins ilolraum tin people Aruiciiit-n, nl ipm v.n pa - a^n ,nleiinc) par luTuripm aura 
pour n!V< I ri xnniitiou loyal*: tin la tnl'orim <! ( a mnoiniiin pin I'Muropn ouliom oommo 
iiulisp-■us.i'dn pour la pncilinatitin tin la Tunpiit 

Im f.'ouvuriiniunjit ‘I'lirn a tlnpuis nnl.lu npotpit u i'/unudi' nns ri^imurs nnvnrs l< 
Arilinim t, ; il a OlIVnrlnllHmlflinitUIMI'n li Kill In n. It Hiivassiuiis U IlSi liaivnlor ill* 
plus In li* i t ri.uiopr a nomplnt mi ni oidilit ' no..au'* umnt- 

II y a trnix an I'iairojm i laissn. It * Tuniun. uia, anmr d0t|,t)t)0 Xriimnnns, 
par on *|0f a ntrlains n|,d roils tpiiltpms ooupn d\\ rnmnmi. pousw'-. a limit, snlait nl 
di'foiidu- pari'", arm' , otiii'm tins lionln*. tin Kut l< idlininlluiuniit ariiKu's nt ipm la 
nation Armuni'.mt avail protestu liaulninnot conlir I.• martyr* litaaililn aiupnd .. 
I’avait noiidaiiinu'. 

I’n nriiiu n.t»|twsal, i:nll- ini.'.alivt tl'a a .mat d'lm j. ipln tout. nutior, a provoiju. 
If . naturnllnim »d tit i- pin .tdli dust pi'iv"* tin la pari dns Armniiinis, tpii 
\oulu snnminr I'intliliurniu : tit: I’ruuupe pu dm. noup,, d'amiunt . 

Volit*. Majnsln vniTii Mtr on pa-sa a ('omi.miiuop'.n, a l.’iVsarnn, t l ii .It'ni al> .. 
tit -, millinrs d’orplmliits Armnuitai , ti t|i - t.ms non-.'I hjhjoIh soul iulorr't^t*. ■ • 

nulnndi.i tin r/nits il'lioiTi-urs n>mntis> . pii la I'.I Irnmir . . , Nous «-.part m 

Itinu tpm cci|n prolomli nl. iujiistn. nn rt d’m. pi*np|< t‘lulrlinn, lorluin p<mr t 
roli^ion, pour 1 a Inudiuinn a la nivilisat ion, * aura t'moii k mr In ntmir d'uu tins plus ”rand' 
Monart|u< du I'lairopn Clirotinmio. 

l«o Comitn IliuUdiaki'.lf Ai'iiinuinu dn ('oiudauliiiopln. 


/.<• 18 (Jrloin*, 1 


Mi 


No. 69. 

Sir N. G't'onor to the Muri/ucss of Salisbury.—{Received November 7.) 

M v I .oi t I ^ Constantinojdc, October 90, 1898. 

* | || AVI? tho honour to noknowlcdgc Mm receipt of your l.urtlship's du.spatch 
No. 226 of the Mill instant, irmlosin^ ropy of u Inttni from tins Armenian llolief 
Cummitteo, asking to ho infornmd wlmtlmr ihero was any Impu of the rouovery of the 
money rohlmd from Hie late Vu suf Viumn at Sairl. 

f luivn received no answer from the I’orte to the note which wu« adtlr- > •••«! I" thorn 
from llti. KimIi.i.m mi ‘.'ml \ll"n-l lurtl, in llm Hitliw nl tour l,ur<Ulii|i‘- 
Sn ]fill (if lip. 22ml .Inly, inlormin:; llumi llml lli.- cviil.mim In Imml win. I. im.riiinmtU.H 

nil, Turkish ollli-ials .-III .I I.-- nil.I "itlimil a I'lirmill aiill M-an-liili|,' in.|iiiry; 

.,,,,1 || i: ,i moil ... or.ii|ili.-il,v of Turkish ollh-iuls in llm umr.lur i. -li i.rov.-.l. 

Her Muji-st v'h (iiivi.riimunt iiiiihI Iml.l the I’urle rvn|iimsihlo lor th.- uiiim-T llml l' ,ui 
iliwi|»|ieitntil. 

|„ .i,... n r llm iirohuhilily llml tin- I'urf.- will n-lufli 11 m-oiilivu uuswer, or im 
niiKwer i.l nil to tho n-preii.'iiliiliou- .vhi.-h Imvi- hei-u iniiilo in the mom- ol I |.-r Miyi-wfy s 

.... j |,live I.. li-il to i-onsiiler wlml lurlher steps should he tiikr-ll to pr.-s» 

this rhiim. On u review of the .. it uppeured to tin- llml it was duuhIful 

whether, from the point of view of legal value, the elniui iignmsl the I urkisli l.overn- 
im'itI eolllil he urged us u elailu juslilleil hy proved fuel- . I [herelore r- lerred the 
one,non to Sir K. O'Miilley, rerpiesling him to inform me whether, in Ins opinion, the 

threat, w-hieh ore -mi.have l.een n-ed hy lln- Mule aril and tin- Tulille roseeiitnr 

toward. Yu uf Yiimm shortly lielVire the murder and rohliery would In- sullleienl 
evideiiee to suiiport a elniui lor Ihe loleli money again.i those person: mu fonrl ol 

Law. Sir Ik II’Mulley has nmv informed me, after a review of ..on-espondeuee, 

llml In- i 1 -lenrlv of opinion that then- i, not sullleienl evideiiee to prove that these 
ollleiuls were impliealed in lie- rold.ery ; and he entirely eon.-ms in Mr. <’rows opmn,.. 

.. in Ids despuleh of the •.•oil, Novell,her, IHII7), llml " without .. tangible 

I,roof it would he useless to raise the ipleslion " of limit Coluplieily. 

Cndt r llie «* circuiurtlaiiccM it appears tu nm that tlm claim must lie pr» - d, d at 

nil ,m polifieal ground-., and not us a legal obligation ol the I'orte in .. o| 

the proved eomplieitv ol Turkish nllieiuls in the lohhei v of Untisll property, I do not 
anlieipate no. u .-fill result from a note to Urn I’orte, pr. - mg fm nl. answer to Ihe 
urevious demand. The course which I would then Ion- propose to adopt, with your 

...hip' appro.nl, would he to pre- Irongly fora -llh-.ol II.. verlrnl 

reiireseiilalhm- lo Tewlik I'nslia and the (iriiii.l Viaiei in tin lirst .lance, and lo he 

..aided In their aiiHivers lo mieh verbal lepre .-ntations a lo the Hording of any.hse. 

qnent .nil., whi-h I might . my any lo a. to lie I'orte. I dint,Id propose lo 

iieee’.l io toll settle.nt nf tin- elniln the sum of k'K.OOO piastres, which the Suhhme 

I'orl!- slot, was lln- amount of Ihe relief ... which was in lie- p»-. .1011 oi l llsslll 

Ym 1 ,,n nl ihe lime ol his murder, although I think it estreniely duuhilul llml the 

poll.- ..ill grant it. In cu-e, as is probable, tin I’orte reins." I ill,. think • •<« 

||„„, |„ enter Ihe ease .01 the list ol tin- no allied claims ndvuneed In Her 
Mai,, t. (lo.erumeul m In- Huhseiptenily etth-.l nt some fuvoumhle opporlimily. 

With re-aril lo the 100/. given hy tin- Arm. hum Itclief I ... lo the relation- 

of the lute . . .. il would, in my opinion. In- useless l„ pre.s the nrl.e.h 

Cover.. to, rui.nl..at. The udvam-e ol the nm was prol.nhl. under I he 

eirenms.. ns elm,liable a way of employing tin- reln-l land ns eon d well be loll . I. 

hut no persimsion could induce tin- Turkish Covernnienl lo sc that I hey are ..nl to 

r< * u "^ 1 liuvo, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 


| mot 
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No. 00. 

Sir .V. O’ Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. —( Received November 7.) 

(No. 570.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , November 3, 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 500 of the 27th, I lmve the honour to forward 
to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I Imvc received from Captain Elliot, 
Her Majesty*'* Vice-Consul at Van, forwarding Dr. Belch’s narrative of the attack made 
on him by llnidcranli Kurds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


IncloHurc 1 in No. 60. 


Captain Elliot to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 27.) 

Sir, Van , October 19, 1S9S. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith Dr. Belch’s narrative of the attach on him 
on Mount Sepan by Haidcrnnli Kurds, servant of Iloscin Pasha. 

That the doctor escaped death was not due to any merciful intentions on the part of 
his assailants. They wore hurried over their work and bungled it. 

I can personally testify to the danger of travelling in those parts, and to the impotence 
and timidity **f tin Turkish Government. Zaptiehs are useless unless Iloscin Pasha 
supplies men as well—a precaution I did not take. 

I cannot help thinking Iloscin Pasha was annoyed at my visit to his territory 
and directly or indirectly instigated t hi.-* outrage, believing Dr. Belch to l>c a German 
Consul and a sympathizer with the Armenians. 

I have reported the case, as it is of general importance. Dr. Belch appealed to me 
Ini assistance, and the Vali asked me to attend the preliminary judicial inquiry. 

Your Excellency is aware of Iloscin Pasha’s antecedents, and will, I hope, allow me 
to suggest the necessity of getting rid of him as a preliminary - tep to he taken in this 
matter, which has such a serious bearing on the safety of the Christians anil the welfare 
of the vilayet. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


Iuclosurc 2 in No. 00. 

Account of an Attack on Dr. IValdemar Helck In/ Nurds, in the l’itayrt of Van, Turkey , 
October Id, 1898. 

ON Wednesday, the 12th October last, 1 arrived in Ajish about 3 r.M. Soon alter, 
about 5 o’clock, Mustoplm Kflcndi, the Kuimukmn, called upon me, und repeated his visit 
on Thursday, before 10 a.m., and 1 returned the call about 3 i».M. Thursday. On all these 
occasions a considerable number of Hussein Pasha’s men were present, and were 
especially numerous when I called upon the Kaimaham on Thursday at his oflicc, and 
several Yuzboshis and Begs belonging to Hussein Pasha’s clan were introduced by name. 
During each of these calls the purpose of my journey was fully discussed, and I nsked the 
Kaimaham to furnish me sufficient escort lor the trip. Thus everyone present knew 
definitely that 1 intended to ascend Sepan Hugh, starting from the village of Nor Shell, 
to ascertan accurately the height above the level of the sea, and to descend near 
Adcljevas. 


51 


Neither the Kaimaham nor any other person present made any mention of any 
special risk in travelling through the region proposed. It was only said that in a 
subsequent journey through Malashgcrd a stronger escort would he needed, as the region 
was infested with Kurdish brigands and murderers. Under these circumstances, I finally 
became content to put up with the two zaptiehs offered me by the Kaimaham, besides 
whom 1 had with me the Own-bashc given me by the Vali of Van for the whole trip from 
Van and return. As I learned later on, the Kaimaham ought to have ashed from 
Hussein Pasha a Kurdish escort for me, lest there should be a possibility of my passing 
through the territory of this notorious Kurdish Chief. 

So I rode off’from Ajish after 4 p.m. on Thursday. Our caravan consisted of 
myself, my Dragoman, Yervnnt Aprahaniovich (Russian), two Armenian servants of 
Dr. Kay Holds, from Van, named Bnghdasar and Marhar, the Own-bashe, and the two 
zaptiehs, altogether ten horses. On Thursday we marched about 25 kilotn. to the 
Kurdish village Gurgus, where we spent the' night,.* On Friday morning, soon after 
9 o’clock, we started on, and about 10*45 A.M. found ourselves opposite the village of 
Nor 8hcn. Here 1 divided the caravan, the baggage horses, with Dr. Raynolds* two 
servants, accompanied by one of the Ajish zaptiehs, took the direct route to Adeljivns, 
while I, accompanied by my Dragoman, the Own-bashe, and the other zaptieh, rode to 
Nor Shell, in order to procure guides for the ascent; hut this we failed to accomplish, the 
Armenian peasants of the village absolutely refusing to go, fearing to he murdered by 
Hussein Pasha’s men, who were camping on the Mount. So, about 11*15 A.M. we started 
on alone, as the route for the ascent seemed pretty plain, and ! have had some experience 
in mountain climbing. About 1 p.m. we reached the hamlet of Perto, the soli! inhabitant 
of which is a Kurdish Agim. named Muhamet ElFendi \ erkhnn Oghloo, with his family 
and numerous dependents. This man a follower of Ahmet Beg, of Kesia, a nephew ot 
Hussein Pasha. Consequent!v this man (Mahomet Verkhan Oghloo) is under Hussein 
Pasha’s command. I asked Muhamet Effendi to give me guides for the ascent, but he 
refused, under the pretext that he had no men at his disposal, though he was surrounded 
by four or fiv< Kurdish servants. I then asked him to allow at least one man to go with 
us as far as to the snow-line, who should hold the horses during the time of our absence 
in going to the summit arid returning, but this, too, he refused under the same pretext. 
The breakfast he offered us 1 declined in order to save time. 

So we rode on alone from Perto, bunt 1 p.m. In order to understand the following 
description, it will he ncccs-ary to refer to the accompanying sketch. At first we hud to 
climb the low ridge (A), rising obliquely between Perto and Sepan Dagb* ror tins 
purpose 1 rode up the sloping side of the mountain (B). Mv way is indicated by the 

dotted line.. but inv companions kept a little below me on the line marked 

and after a little they called to me saying tlu v had found a practicable road, und ashing 
me to join them ; and us my road piovcd full of stones and boulders, 1 decided to do so. 
But inv men, instead of waiting for me, continued to ascend through a small ravine, so 
that l lost sight of them entirely. About this time I noticed on the road leading h orn 
Porto to K ir a considerable caravan of laden oxen, Nc., a short distance hi advance ol 
which two horsemen were moving slowly forward. As I learned from my men later on, 
one of the two horsemen had asked them, “ Who arc vou r” They answered, “ Asker. 

“ Where are vou going, und what arc you about r” Answer, “ We arc accompanying the 
German Consul up Sepan Dugli.” On this the two horsemen continued their way. Now, 
when I arrived near the road leading io Kesir, and failed to see my men anywhere, l 
asked the drivers ol the above-mentioned caravan which way my men had gone. 1 hey 
pointed to a small ravine filled with large boulders, beside which I noticed another 
parallel ravine with level soil, and I questioned if one might, ascend by this ravine, and 
thev answered in the affirmative, und I started up this ravine. When I reached the 

point designated bv-, I heard somd one behind me repeatedly calling Gel, gel 

(“Come, come”)’, and turning round, 1 noticed that one the two horsemen before 
mentioned rode towards me. These two men, who hud before been abend of the caravan, 
hud then been stopping on the summit of a ridge, as if waiting for the caravan ; one ot 
these two men now catnc towards me, while the other remained on a miiiiII height, desig¬ 
nated bv — —. At first 1 did not suppose the call was addressed to me, hut quietlv 
continued my way, hut when l heard the “ Gel, gel ” repeated, I stopped, and noticed 
that the horsi man’ waiting on the near height was dressed in the uniform ot a lurkisi 
soldier, and so I asked, “What is the mutterr” Now the other Imrscnmu—poorly 
dressed, in the costume of an ordinary Kurd—continued to conic towards me, calling • uel, 
gel." As I Imd not seen my men for a long lime, I asked d they hud gone in that 
direction, and he unswered in the affirmative, and 1 followed him towards the other 
horseman, und coming nearer I saw that his uniform was that of a llamcdich \ u/. baslie. 
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This entirely dissipated any doubt as to the character of the two horsemen, I deeming 
them patrols in search of robbers or Armenian revolutionists, such as we often meet here. 
This officer told me that my men had gone another way, and he would conduct me to 
them. lie appeared very friendly, so 1 followed him without any hesitation. During 
the conversation which followed, i asked him if he were a Yuz-imshe, and lie assented. I 
asked him to what village lie belonged, anti he pointed to Kesir. Later I asked him 
where his house was, and he replied, “ 1 have no house,” and this awakened my suspicion, 
and this was increased, when in reply t«» my question as to his name, he replied, u 1 have 
none.” At the same time 1 felt rather than saw that the Kurdish attendant riding at my 
side was meddling with my saddle-bags. 

Soon, riding forward to his Chief, be showed him something which lie Imd e. rtuinly taken 
from them. It was now clear to me that 1 had fallen into the hands of two Kurdish robbers, but 
il was too late to 11 y, or to attempt any resistance, for I had only a small revolver on my person, 
while the two robbers, riding respectively before and behind me, I ad their rifles in r adiness. 
Neither could I think ol calling i<* my men, since this would haw immediately elicited a 
shot from the Kuril behind me. So I quietly rode on with the t .vo robbers, who led me 
constantly further and farther down. They evidently wished to interpose as many ridges 
as possible between me and mv znptiehs. In the meantime I endeavoured to make it bar 
to the robbers who I was, in order, at ha-t,to prevent their going to the extreme of murder. 
Cunscqucii’ly, I asked the Yu7.-hn.-hc ifli. knew 1 was aCcrimm (*on-ul, lor, according to 
my experience, only I ha< pc:m fYn-uls can travel hue with some degree of safety, and 
without being aftalked by :!.e Kurd The Yu/.-bashc assent. . saying, Kvet." I also 
told tlie mi that l had huge ic.kiivh- hum tin Sultan, and he again replied, " F.VOt.* 

During this time, the robbers, cousluntly driving on my horse, had conducted me 
from 11 t-- I A kilom. from the place where we first met. We now passed behind a some¬ 
what higher ridge, invisible from nlmv , where my men would probably he, and this 
my imid to the robbers a -nimble place for executing their ptirpo' . The Yuz-bashc and 
his attend..ut now dismounted, ordered tin to do the une, ami then the Yuarbashc began 
to lob mu. At first he asked, with every pit tv, ** What is this r ” and, receiving my answer, 
replied, “ (Jive it.” He began with the chronometer, then took the compass, the small 
photographic apparatus, tli eye-glasses, the revolver, and barometer, alter which he 
proceeded to rifle my pocket- with Id- own hand, and took everything, even those objects 
which were utterly useless to him. In vain I asked him to leave with me such necessary 
things as the barometer, the eye-glasses, the compass, and the photographic apparatus, 
lie even took my note-books, containing the . -tilts of' our investigations, as well as the 
information that had bun communicated to me during this live mouths’journey, concerning 
the places where inscriptions, a- yet unpublished, were to be found. 

llotli were constantly saying, “I’am v» r, para ver " (give money), although the Yuz- 
Imslic had already taken my purse, filled with Turkish gold and Russian notes. 1 said, 
“I have no more money; 1 have given all.” Bui they did not believe me, drew off my 
coat, and bout-, and trousers partly, searching fbr more money. Then the Yust-bashe, who 
had now mounted his horse, .-aid, *' (>ive the * yapooujn,’ ” and while I was busy loosening 
this, he, standing wry near me on the other side of my horse, was s.towlv lifting his rifle. 
I said, “ Don’t do that, since 1 have given you everything,” hut in vain—lie raised the 
rifle higher and fired. At the moment of Ids firing the gun, I must have turned my head 
a little to one side, for the hall only grazed my left ear. i Imd suilieient presence of mind 
to fail ut once t“ the earth, like a dead man, whereupon u second shot was fired ut me, 
which, as I was lying on my right side, injured my neck on the left side. The gun was so 
near that the palm of my right hand, which hud fallen in front ol my face, was tilled with 
numerous grains of powder. Then the servant fired once more, but, J think, without hitting 
me. Thereupon the servant came near, and, with I.L full force, struck me just below 
tin hunt with the butt of liL guu to ascertain if 1 was dead. Notwithstanding file fearful 
pain, 1 did not move. The Kurds believed 1 was dead, and rode away as quickly as 
possible. They were in a great hurry, because 1 hud repeatedly said to them, •* Make 
haste, my znptiehs will soon be here.” This 1 Imd done, fearing they would shoot me as 
soon as my men should appear. 

Thus the Kurds hud only left me shirt, trousers, and vest. After the Kurds hud 
ridden away I waited some minutes, then I lifted my head, and seeing no one, 1 bean 
slowly to creep over the next ridge. 1 did not venture to walk, because I feared thu 
Kurds might wait, bidden behind some rock, in order to see if my people came, and would 
fin upon me once mote on mmng me. 

Soon after this I rcuchcd the road leading from l*crto to Kusir. This I followed 
up to l\ rto, where 1 went into the hou-e of Melunet Kfl'endi, telling him what hud 
■happened. When I t dd him that one of the robbers had the uniform of Yuz-busiie. 


he uttered »n •' Ah ! - full of meaning, and began to talk in an undertone with another 

^;r?,! n orr f r my 

WCre 'lVc soon found them on the height ^ ^fh^e^Id 

.....f»-aani-a r tis^fsrs'CE 

arxsseas i *•*?«- .—* ; 

Sf-“ '™*'” 

“ Where do von cornu from’ Answer: I »<»'• .. . „i ,| lal n Ccrinnn Conanl 

had helu\ 0 nut!!e!','tiii’"d,'n!ni iSft » «<= have' ridden up the mountain, where we 

fOUW l. W^'S™’Ikn. rSm Consul hadtacn vn’ur ownnX.nd have 

How is i. that you know tins, unless the .ol.be.- 1 >™ r ”“," S s the robbers 
told vou ? How could you know , l M * “, 5 evc , umc s or it kilom., and 

«»*£ the rob'tem told you that the German Consul came 

^r^torSnionof u.v Orugmiiaih the ^oahl*h : ^* , |^^ l ^|^l|^ K *|Y|Jjf|^| 

to Ahmet Beg's.men, and acted uponhte m ^ “ |( ,| ) bridle might be seen in 

tlmt tiim were participators m the outrage. Armenian from n neighbouring 

viHa^ 

Kinds ttl 

thcn.scU'W, troin the AuTnentan hinguugt. ^ , tl)0ugllt it Iwttcr to set out for 

Addjirus iuimr-diutcl};, Abhutr^Kffelldi fcr'a few mum mm'for tins 

30 kilom., the next ttaj. 1 , I . 0 : ntct i to two tinned Kurds, 

journey, and be was quite wiling , " C 'l, ttanks i tben r ule ahead slowly 

who might Iiceoinwnv us, mid J 0 „ .i," s i„ stopping behind 11 little, ii 

wit.. of my z.aptichs, my Dragoman, and M > ’ = !lftcr 

order to wait for the two m w eo.npai.tons, Mt»m be> can I vend! 

of an hour, they were uhrne. 1 asked then. who.. Urn t* > *“> „„ „ (ul | 

... •s, ls vvi.r “ When vou had riddeu away, Kurus caim 
X, aid spoke secretly to Meh.net Kilcndi and hi- men, whereupon Mehmtt LHui 
gallop, unu s, okc , . KimU and so we rode awov alone, 

declared tlmt be could not girt us twe K . , . t( u - ...libcia hud, and I 

MyUmgoman now ask*1 me ■*“’ „r"!-o . asked if one ot the men had murks 
unswoicd, a grey how- and . red m • • ^ - tt|m r0(k . l)l0 n ,| horse. “ Yes, sm.l my 

on Ins face, and 1 jaid, j > s > tlmt a , , s •• Wording to the opinion ol my 

Dragoman, “ the Kurd on the red horse h m,, Kurds whose arrival prevented 

Drale.. the mbbers were tdemtcal ««h «£, ^^^0^.111., «n«d they saw 

Mehmet Kflendl from giving tne isiort, na i 1 ' 1 , , SUVl l a i ur on, tlmt they 

me rill'll- uw.iv, and then value o.i quickly ... older to be note to , 
hud been in IVrto with the others and not coniiniUed the outiu 0 t. p 
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We now rode on towards Adcljivnz as rapidly as the beginning darkness allowed. 
After about an hour, when it began to be cool, my Dragoman asked me to wrap up 
my head to prevent the wound from catching cold, and 1 wrapped a white towel about my 
head, s»; that my cap was invisible. This, and the circumstance that I had on a Kurdish 
jacket, with a Hatnidieh’s jacket over it, saved my life, and probably that of the whole 
party, an hour later. About that time we had passed the junction of the road from 
Scpan, on which we were, with the direct road to Adeljivaz. My Dragomun, who was 
behind me, called to the two zaptichs who were ahead : “ There arc people on the road.” 
It being so dark that remote objects were not visible, the zaptichs did not see anything, 
and onnwei • d : “ There is nothing.” But my Dragoman felt sure that he saw men to the 
right of the road just luifore us. and when we had advanced a lew steps we saw four men 
standing at the right of the road near some large boulders, while my Drngomun saw 
on the left fifteen mounted men, who cautiously withdrew a little lower down, so as not to 
be seen. 

The four men on the right asked ns: “ Who arc you?” and our zaptieh answered: 
“Askir; who are you?” The four men replied: “People from Potnots on their 
way home.” Upon this we slowly passed them, the two zaptichs ahead ; then 1, with the 
llatiiidieh coat, nnd the white towd about my head, and last the Dragomun, who, on 
account of the chill, had put on the overcoat of one of the zaptichs, and so they took us 
all for soldiers, nnd let us pass. 

1 mention here that my two pack-horses, the two men of l)r. ltaynolds, and one 
zaptieh pa-seil tiii> place about 3 or IKU) i*.m. Not far from them, but a little higher on 
the mountain, an Armenian from Adcljivnz was riding, quietly returning on his donkey 
Ironi Aj-'sb, and when lie came near the band of nineteen persons who were lying in 
imlm-ead> .or me, they asked him : *' Who arc you?” and as lie said : An Armenian,” 
tin v iml upon him. Killing him without the slightest reason, not even thinking il worth 
h ir wliih to take the donkey or anything else. When toy men saw this they whip)>c<l 
their horse-', and made nod their escape to Adeljivaz. This prove - that, the allude on me 
had roil idihcratdv planned ami prepared tor a long time, and tint the men in the 
iinlmsc i .e bad already waited for me four hours. Had we passed the place by daylight 
doubth 's we should all til us have been murdered. 

!e aching Adeijivaz, . went to the house of the Kuimukuui, who had just returned 
in a u line. He told me that the Kaimakum *f Ajesli had telegraphed my arrival to him, 
ipoo which he had come to meet me with twenty zaptiein, as the region Was so unsafe. 
< next ay I saw in the home of the KaTmakain the father of the Armenian just 
on t ied. All the people agree that the whole outrage against me laid been planned by 
’.-'•it l\islia, and tint! the tilings taken from me had been brought to his house. 

.1 a.m., Sunday, I left Adeljivaz, and returned to Van by sail-boat. 


List of Articles taken from me. 

Among the many valuable things taken from me I name the following:— 

A valuable chronometer, au aneroid barometer, a pair of gold eye-glass a revolver, 
i photographic apparatus, a whip with ivory rings, a purse with more than CO Turkish 
gold lir* s and about 200 rouble- in Kussiati bank-notes, a pair of small gold ear-rings, 
. match-box, a pair of riding boots, spurs, compass, knife, leather jacket, yupoonji, 
cartridges for revolver and rille, saddle-bags, lantern, universal instrument, bridle, two 
metre-measures, pockct-liuiidkcrclucls, tobacco-box, and, more than all, two ilOte-buoks 
containing the results of my observations. 


Personal Description qf the two Hollers. 

I t. The Yuz-busiie, slim, tall, well-proportioned, about 1*78 metres tall, exceedingly 
handsome, hi-mitilul, dark moustache, a Kurdish shawl wound round his cap, longish 
face, very well dressed in Hark, not grey, suit; about 20 to 28 years old : Martini-Henry 
rifle, grey horse. 

2nd. Servant, slim, well-proportioned, about 1*05 metres tall, very small moustache, 
1 think rather round face, very dirty and ugly face, with stains on one check, ordinary 
Kurdish attire and head-gear, but poor; Murtini-llenrv rifle, red horse; about 20 years 
ol age. 


No. 61. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Harquen of Salisbury.— Utereiveil November 7.) 

(No. 577.) Conetanlinople, November 3, ISOS. 

5 HI AYR the honour to forward to your Lordship 1herewith ropy ofn 

t,, ° °i , i ,i<!ssion ° r th ° 

Kurdish Pashus. j ))ave> &c< 


Inelosurc 1 in Xu. 61. 

Captain Elliot to Sir .V. O'Conor. 

(No. 20.) October 11. 1898; 

1 IIAVK (ho honour to report that durian my recent visit to Arii-oti nmi 

ordcrod into osde. Constantino,do early in the ^mm^rewtmlod. 

llosein Pasha, the- wont of Hip throe, was promoted from Ka.makam to M.r 

lake in the eastern part <»l tlmt enzn. I hey liau ilu mu' 

“ ml r^STffi:o’;r;tory. The Armenian* paid the taxes, cultivated the 

irtnt^l'tSience to ... -ttinn down the trees 

in au Ar,nenia?villauo close ... earn,,. My anpliel. .alarmed me that the Gottorn- 

carried out their ardors which wore to out down 130 trees and take them to a ullage 
about 3 miles oil', where llosoin Pasha meant to build a shooptold. 

|, is not to be supposed that the Kurds perform any manual lab. ur. I «-) »arUy 
stand by while the Armenians cut down tlieir own trees, oi, it lives nr 
the timbers out of their own houses, and carry them to them to 

Similarly, when their crops arc taken possession ol, they hau. t 

' VllUr ||^ein^!m™nS l lo get more Armenians to work for him on these termshuttho 
refugees*vho'arc boing turned out of Russia are naturally no, anxious o reun to hem 
villages in his district. When lie can get hold ol them lie -ends them to to. iu. 0 , 
and Uiakes them work by threatening them with death it they refuse.. 

Il is no exaggeration to say that the Armenians there are merely me staves u 

KUr TI,e three Pashas doubtless found their visit to ,f 

to tndemnifyThemselves fm'thcir outlay mMio'iitb imadorable for the miserablo creatures 

■awss stx s*t » S 

,es they style the Armenians. who had ns well to pay every para of the taxes due to 
er^myent.ho ()f a(rairs ,| lorc ; S] it cannot he compared with what exists m the 

,,Wr F«"X r T^te over plains at the fool of the Siiuu, Mountain «hu=l^ .mco 
produced the best corn in Hie vilayet Tim crops are no irrigated 
volcanic soil yields u return of ten- to fifteen- old, equal to, t noK^id smnly of Van 
best irrigated land near Van. It was from here that most »l the food supply oi 
used to come. 










Most of litis is now uncultivated, and numerous large villages, once surrounded by 
trees and gardens, are deserted and in ruins, or else occupied by Kurds and a few 
miserable Armenians. 

lloseiu Pasha is seizing all the grain he can lay his hands on, and hoarding it in 
the hopes of sending the price up, ns there is a prospect of scarcity in the spring. 

1 told the Vali what I had seen, and he said lie would seize Ilosein Paslm’s stores. 
He also said that when the Armenian question was settled the Government would 
proceed to deal with the Kurds, but that they could not manage both at once. 

Tahir Pasha has certainly dealt with the Armenians with admirable moderation and 
good sense, and has won their confidence. In this respect I have little fear for the 
future if he continues ns he has begun. 

lie will, however, find the Kurd question a much more difficult one. and unless his 
Government is really in earnest lie will come to grief over it as his predecessors have 
done. 

It His Imperial Mai- sty magines that the Kurds are loyal to him he is very much 
mistaken. I hey talk with eont- mpt of him and hi' government, and when trouhless 
shall arise in these parts they will take care to lie on the winning side. 

flic loss of revenue the present policy entails i> enormous, uml will continue to 
increase. That it is persisted in can only he attributed to timidity. 

I lie village- in the statement inclosed have not been selected. They are merely 
those I passed through or near, and about which l made inquiries. 

The list, imperfect as it is. may serve to illustrate wlmt l have stated above. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 





inclosure 2 in No. (51. 

Statement <»l Effects of Kurdish Oppression and Outrage on Armenian villages 
north of Lake Van. 
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(Signed) 


li*-t only include* u I 

C»\ 8. ELLIOT 


No. 02. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O’Conor. 


(No. 241.) Vorcinn Office, November 9,1898. 

iK us* afsprsss L ju » ass 

fu inform me of m.y steps which hr ma; propas.- to take in t>wa»Uar. 

(Signed) ' ' SALXSUU11Y 


No. Oil. 


Sir X. O'Conor to tin Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 14 .) 

(No. 587.) Constantinople, November 9, 1898. 

between local Kurdisli Notables in tho Ibstnet or Clmrsandjak^ ^ 

(Signed) N. It. O'CONOlt. 


Inclosure in No. ( 53 . 

Vice-Consul June* to Sir jV 0 'Conor. 

(No. 81.) Kharput, October 20, 1898. 

S "’’ I 11 WH tin,- honour to report that, owing to tin disturbed condition of the 

-“’“tiS-Ti'a.v.^ |“r" 4 -r L 1 ::. 

Chiefs, but no Ariuonian was killed durmn the &»> • iiulik( ,, v thn , ciovermnout 
Will mh^n“n" tfwmds them bn, i.V Imped 

detention will lmve a bonetlcial elVeet on the comldiouid Umjl.sInOt relut. d 

(Signed)' ' d. FIIANCIS .IONICS. 


limit 






























Sir JV. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 14.) 

(No. 590.) 

My Lord Constantinople, November 9, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, according to information which I have 
received »i in Her Majesty's Consul at Erzcroum, a slight disturbance occurred at 
Ititlis on the 31st ultimo, which, however, was promptly suppressed by the authorities. 
It is stated that one person was killed and about six wounded on this occasion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOK. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 1 I.) 


Mv Lord, Constantinople , November 9, 1898. 

W ITH reference to my despatches Nos. 532 and oi l of the lltli ultimo and 
28th September respectively*on the subject of Armenian incursions into the Erzcroum 
distri t. I have the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
.t V i reports that some Armenian r.-voliitionists were arrested in the middle of 
October, and divulged the fact that arms had been hidden, which were found and 
seized. 

I have since been informed that the Turkish Government received a warning that 
too Armenians had collected at Otti, across the Kussiun frontier, with the* intention 
of attacking Mussulman villages. Tie Turkish Ambassador at St. IMersburgh was 
instructed to urge the Russian Government to take steps to prevent the threatened 
incursion. Another baud was also stated to have collected at Kente.k, under the 
leadership of a well-known Armenian revolutionist who had taken refuge in I’ussia. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Adairs promised, on behalf of the llus-sian 
Govermnent, l » have inquiries made and orders sent to watch the frontier. 

! have, &e. 

(Signed) X. U. O’CONOlt. 


Sir .V. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received November 14.) 

(No. 594. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 9, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a dc.-quitch 
fr un Her Majesty’s Consul at Jedda, re|Hjrting the appointment of Mazhar Hoy to 
ict as Acting Governor and Commandant at Medina. 

This individual was claimed by tin* IV neh Embassy (after an inquiry by their 
Military Attache) as being the person cliiclly responsible for the murder of Padre 
Salvatore, almost the only foreign victim of the Armenian massacre. He was tried 
by court-martial in February 1*97, and sentenced to three years' imprisonment in a 
fortress with degradation to* the ranks. The French Kmliassy, however, insisted that 
the sentence should lie changed to imprisonment for life in a fortress ill the llcdjaz, 
to which the Sultan consented in March 1897. 

On the news of this .(range inlcrprotaiioit which the Turkish Government. liavo 
given to the above sentence, the 1'ifiu Embassy at once insisted on Mazliar’s 
removal from the post of Acting Governor of Medina, and 1 learn from my French 
colleague that lie has strong hop. s f h. ing able to secure the maintenance of 
Mazliar’s punishment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. It. O’COXOll. 


Inclosurc in No. 6G. 


Consul Deity to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 110. Confidential.) Jeddah, October 11, 1898. 

Colonel who wa. Melke* Commandant at Melina recently dual, and 
the command is now vacant. .. . p,. v w j, 0 was retired from tint army on 

It would seem that Colonel M-“> > „. lVi , offence to h ranee, as lioing 

account of his responsibility- in ail afi.uii < 1 ^ (n , n(i|li som „ throe or four years ago. 
the Power that protects Catholic - • „ , ’t'ayif (confined t" that ncigh- 

iicrhaps, hut IXo^et idWetads), (wsJieCTi^rcsidm^ ^"toeding -Medina to act as 

bourhood) during the [a t . 

Medina, and will he accompanied by a strong 

escort, said to be some 2011 infantry. . . . ^l-f. lin-i hetween the I'erik Ostnan 

There would seem to have iietn i t ( .j vi | Administration of Medina 

Pasha and Ahmed P.attb I asha. \ al " 1 - . 1 , j „ f vilayet, Imt the t«ik 

as a samljak should, 'V"?? oiSh it tin Porte dh-etiy, refused to 

(Signed) 0. P. DEVlsY. 


No. «7. 

sir s. O'Conor ,o the Van,uc oj Sulislturg.-^reircd Kocember U.) 

(No. 85)5.) Cousin,Jinople, November 10,1808. 

undertaken by him in the Samljak ot -It ■ • i , &c . 

(Signed) >• It- O’CONOlt. 


Inclosure l in No. 97. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. 20.) iiitlis, October 13, 1898. 

»'■ , ,uvi> ..- ... s—'. • 

' te r T ***- 


luelosure 2 in No. 07. 

„„ „ Jounia through Mush Sundjnk, August 25 to September 0,1808. 

_ . , si ..-I. r.-ant Chriaiian informants that the 

Mush Turn and Dial . I leant' ' . ,^ ul L-v.-nty in the Samljak, are now getting 
Christian gendarmes of wheat there .in . mi > , C| ir i st ian gendarmes 

their MU pay while tin; Mu^ulu...hFrUstrict of which this can oe stud, 
seems to he a success m M« s >• 1 1 ' l, , . ^ j Some tvfona in tax-collei tin., 

bleu' tatte todjak Only three or four gendarmes go 



round with each ‘ lalisildar (unarmed lax-collector), and I heard little of beating or 
ol ttic fumihnr abuses. The chief matter of complaint of tile Christian villa-era of 
alusli 1 lam seems to be their universal indebtedness to extortionate Mussulmans 

Acoordlug tn the probably exaggerated statement of the Armenian Bishop of 
o,", S -'-’, L T';'T. ( '"' ,s . ,Kln v,la se. " f ll "' l' 1 ''" 'ms a large part, if not all, of its land in 
-Miribalik, tlint is, paying halt tbe yearly produce to the moner-lcndcr “Selef” 

... r*nraelv, the system by which a villager borrows lb piastres in spring 

and m autumn gives tbe lender a sheep worth 1(1 piastres. 

I lie people seem well Ted. Murdering seems to have recommenced in September 

m which months (x. s. v seven murder* of Christian villagers hv Kurils, four of 
them bemgof « l!eises» (Bread,lien) of villages, are reported t„ bav,: been committed in 
r" M> 1 not been ..Id, thoroughly to verify the reports, Tbe alleged 

murderers are all well know ,, at least their names have been given to me. They arc 
", S|, ‘ , lvul ’ lis 1,1 vi'lages, 1101 men of much note, and seem to have committed 

the murders on account of resisted attempts to rob tin- villages of grain. Three Kurds 
are also reported to have liivn murdered in the same inontli by Kurds on tbe plain. 
In .Tiny, u, Sikbavi, a t bnsttat. village, one man was killed and eight oxen inken by 
NIC Uoinch nomads. * 

Varlo Car.ii, Glimgiim, I heebie!’ town, consists „f o|« bouses, of which 40 are 
. ,h P Cili! " lhm ' :,v nnly four Christian villages, but these ,rc lar-e 
oms, the Christians of the enza were well protected by Mel,met Hey, llnmidich 
K.iinuka,n, since killed in In greit Kurdish light a; the end of September Titov 

wem to have.npanitively little to complain of. 

liimlmik I vented Kotuuli, a Kunlisli village of about fifty bouses. It 

, ! :r ' : ' r ' brothcra, .Tibmub Chiefs, four of whom have been in prison in ltiilis for 

about six years for ii.i.rde, „• Kurds in ,old,leg caravans The remaining two are 
tanh well behaved, and rub- tin village. That .,n v i|!-,o,.^ :lr „ 

\:i:ruc-sort of way llinr M-v.iiif, :»• ! :«n* nnplt.yril ?.y thorn in roltlin v. Tin- Kntnnli 
1,01 JI f isuit!Mills, tlunu'h lhoy much roi?it*t lmvim; lvfus^l to join 

It,. I.!c’"1 1 1 ’" 1 ' : Y il,a K‘;> 132 oxen were taken in ,Ju|v by 

• T'“ ! Ilnmidiele-, but 11- have l„a „ recovered i.iuler the auspices of 

jbiabim lasba at Malasgiurd. Tbe sohln r, posh-,! in maiiv of lie , xposed villa-es of 
Boiihuuk, lroni live to I. u m each, are doing good service, from (Jdeiielmr, another 
Armenian village, forty-nine buffaloes wen taken in the same month bv tin same 
Jiesliars men. -Noiiu have been rccmcivd. This summer Itesliar sent Ids*family and 
• retiimers to stay in the village 1 unjoin (see my despatch No. I I of the loth August) 
a ,T i'le's Mi 1:1 Ti! *} ri " »«'“> *•«*- Tile servants „f ilesliar resisted, 

Vl'l " l: "‘ ,10rs ' "ml 'liwe all the servants out (about 

,1 .o'l l'imveyer, still keep, half ilie land of the village (see ,„v 

, ‘ 'I ' ' ‘‘I’"' 1 ' referred t-). Another Arm-man village Miiibar (twenty bouses) IVP 
years ago, into theMi;,mis of tin- Camidieli Major Dare, who seized'half its ja„d 
Iieie are no other such II .lane, in I Ionian!'; which is, on the whole, a eompiiraliv-lv 
prosperous eaza, I w, .-thirds ol ii. population of _7,inio |„ in- Christ inns 
un . J '“ r :'\ Tl " 11 *• iiltc/i- -f tbi. eaza are all under Kurdish 

Im M ll'Z , v : ' The General of Dived., 

„ b , ,, -'ll " ■ " 1 "• Inly keeping ih„ llamidielis i„ 

Ulb', I |""I I" lifted Ibis -r IT... 

Uhl.it. l e has Slice,.,(led in r, :|tx. animal... sli-.-p. Mo-lmtl, 

I.,.'.,! T-"n , " I”' |,ss! t v los: 1 ' tiii■ rr owner.. Ilis attention recently must li.iv. 

Himiiy liikon up hv thf ^rc;i; incursion of Armcuhiu revolutionists. 

.'Ialusi»uinl is Icrlih* and fairly pruwjn ; „n Si 

Oil the whole Vnrtij and Malnsgiiir.l seem to have little importance in regard t 
.1";'; ,';-." :l - Ih.midieli rubbers. who issue r,„ t |, 

M .. k\-| - 'not verv l s " , ' Ki ' 11 .. though em,in.natively 

" "" '■‘ ""US, have been going on for the Iasi ten veins unchecked I, 

(internment, and ,1.. results have been impoverish.. of a once verv rhd, e jo 

odtivation. In tile imighboiiriii- 
, .;, , ?!* !■ x* 1 " probably hardly oxen mioimh to raise from 

iei|. land the fisid which they ahsolutelv need for themselves. |[ seems that in Ibes, 
bmr earns, and ,,penally b. Akbb.t, a partial fail,,,., of crops will eaiise “ ™ 
serious ' ;X " d " S llllw '"i 1 "»> » b’l'hi'nil ei,nf,isio„,,.f which the results may ha most 
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No. 68. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Mttrqutn of Salisbury.— (decked November 14.) 

(No. 508.) Constantinople, November 10, 1808. 

^ ^NTfli reference to tgle^ni^hxim^Ct^tain^Iaunfiout'Her 

Majesty^ Viec-Cons„Ut Van reporting a ^^^^'tUotroOTBon tbe outskirU 

town then commenced on attack on tie Am »®| i^rtered, and succeeded in 

™ -.r™ 

insurrectionary incursions across the ’ ■ ,, f r i,. n dly relations between the 

“ k “ - 

neighbours for the promotion of trampiillity on the fPonUiM^^ 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOU. 


No. 09. 

Sir N. O’Conor to tbe Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received November 21.) 

(No. 000.) Constantinople, November 15,1808. 

^ VTi'H reference to mv despate,iNm 551 of the honour 

uTsilbilr I’llrte tutSug- on a settlement ,,f the Armenian 
massacre claims, copy of whioh I l»ve the^ p ortc to su |, m it tlie question 

of arhitnition,'lu* ^inW" out tlmt 

occasions (notably the Chinese claims m at a settlement with 

pera r l cx.mi.eusiition for losses and injuries, 

reserving the legal liability of the Jj™ 1 ™ ,-ii^SI^'wouhl tie given against them, and 
The Sublime Porto admitted that arbitrat \ ir stnmss thereupon 

seemed very unwilling to have recourse b. I s k ,„. u . ! w deter- 

urged the payment o! u lump sum, and tohlM-l M at, iou , sla tcment that his 

mined to insist upon a settb me it, .i 1 1 „ ; 1 „ if | M . foiled to settle the matter 

Government would very shortly take energetic mi asurex 

SfilSSjii-. ******* . 

t'S.'towC'u'SC"™ SS. .;«« ■ «>» ■*"' ‘ “'>1 

included in other claims against tbe Ottoman Government^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ N. K. O’CONOB. 


[ 1110 ] 
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Inclosurc in No. 69. 

Note Verbale. 

ITER Majesty’s Embassy has the honour to acknowledge the Sublime Porte’s 
note rtrlmlr of tlm ]8th duly last respecting the claims of certain British subjects on 
account of losses sulfered during the disturbances of 1895-96, and also their note of 
the Hilt November last. 

Her Majesty’s Embassy must, however, maintain the arguments already set forth 
in preceding communications on the subject, and wish to stale, in the most clear and 
positive manner, that tier Majesty's Government cannot alter their view that the 
Ottoman Government are bound to indemnify British subjects and protected persons 
for all the losses sustained by them. 

ller Majesty's Embassy has no desire to put forward exaggerated claims, and the 
Sublime Porte may rest assured that tho fullest examination and scrutiny lias been 
exorcised in nil cases whore reparation is demanded. 

But it is in the interest of the Turkish Government that the settlement of these 
claims should no longer ho delayed, and Her Majesty’s Embassy therefore trusts that 
the Porte will at an early date agree to compensate British subjects for the losses which 
they have sustained. 

British looibattity, November 12, 1898. 


No. 70. 

oir .V. O’Conor to the .Marquette of Salisbury.—(Received November 21.) 

(No. (101. Confidential.) 

^I. v V’’:!',,, Constantinople , November 1-4,1S9S. 

Willi reference to my despatch No. 591 of the 9th instant, I lcnrn from a 
confidential source that an Imperial lmdd has been issued, ordering that Mazliur Boy, 
the murderer of the Padre Salvatore, should be imprisoned once more in the fortress of 
Taif, in the Yemen. 

This order lues been transmitted telegraphically to the proper quarter by tho 
Minister of War, and the Turkish Ambassador in Paris lias been instructed to inform 
the french Government ol what has been done in consequence of the protest lodged 
by tlieir Embassy here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 


No. 71. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the .Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 21.) 

(No. 603.) 

Vcoi’mt r , Constantinople, November 10, 1S9S. 

", 111 reference to my despatch No. 591 of the 0th instant, 1 have the honour to 
bn ward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received from Her 
Majesty s \ lee-Consul at llodeida, through Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah, containing 
a further Report respecting the present disturbed state of affairs in the Yemen. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 
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Inclosuro in No. 71. 

Vice-Consul Ahmed to Consul Devey. 

(No. 63.) Uodeida, October 12, 1898. 

' IN continuation of my despatch No. 55 of the 7tl. September, 1898, I have the 
honour to report that, por Turkish transport-steamer **Hassan 1 aslta, on the-Jd t 
the last month, new Governor of Uodeida. named Alt Nasret Pasha, who held smular 
position at Tripoli, Bcrbera, came here. The above-mentioned steamer, after one daj. 
started for Comlida (Assyr), whence she mils to carry i,.0 Arab exiles to some part or 

l Urk Aboul ten (lavs ago news reached me that thirty-six Tabours were waiting at 
Kofal, where over LO.UOO Arabs have assembled to make war against the lurks. 
Yesterday 1 hoard that for last three days severe lighting was going on with a heavy loss 

Transport “ Assyr” brought to llodeida 2 Lauras, 775 Uadils, and 180 mules on 

tllL ^Oa tlie'tllli October last, transport-ship “Babyl” took away from llodeida 
150 Arab exiles from the Yemen for Trablers. . . . 

Oil the same day Turkish man-of-war “ Iskoador, about which 1 wrote before, 

canto to this port. ' I have, &o. 

(Signed) T. U. AHMED. 


No. 72. 

Sir N. O'Conor to llte Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 28.) 

m'v'i'’I';-* Constantinople, November 23,1808. 

■ IN recent despatches to your Lordship, ending with my despatch No. ->98 of tlm 
10th instant, 1 have had the honour to report to your Lordship on the subject of 
Armenian incursions into the Era-room district, to which the attention of tho 
Russian Government has been drawn on several occasions by the lurkish Embassy 

** * V have''now the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of 
correspondence relating to the recent incident at Bitlis, already briefly reported to 

yOU, 'u m!m‘!rs from these despatches, which include a report from the Dragoman 
loft in clinic* of British interests at Bitlis, ami himself an Armenian, that on tho 
tllst ultimo’a band of seventeen revolutionists appeared in tile neighbourhood of 
Bitlis and, after an encounter with the Turkish troops, escaped with the loss ol two 

men, inflicting a loss of two killed and three wounded on their opponents . 

On the news of this inroad the Moslem population of Bit is broke loose, mid 
attacked the Armenian quarter, but the authorities acted promptly mid energetically, 
and the outbreak only lasted ten minutes. One Turk and ono Armenian appear to 
Imve been killed, and about twenty Armenians were wounded. 

Captain Mauusoll reports that be understands that tins band enmo direct from 
Russia, mid that the hand which was dispersal at Melasgiril were dressed m Russian 

“‘“''l^Selmym^ortba. tho local authorities acted so prompUv. I bavo 
i, ccn ; u fonnea hv the Acting British Vice-Consul at Sivos that the J all of that vilayet 
assured him confidentially that he had received stringent orders from the 1 abuse at 
once to suppress any outbreak before it had time to sprcaiL^ ^ 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 
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Inclosurc 1 in No. 72. 

Mr. Mirzoyun to Sir N. 0 } Conor. 

Sir° ^ ^ Bitlis, November 8, 1898. 

I JIA.VK the honour to import to your Excellency that on the 31st October a band 
of revolutionists, numbering about seventeen men. and having the famous Scrop 
as their leader, appeared near Pnpshcn, a village one hour’s distance from Jmlis. 
Upon this a rumour sprtrad among the Turks that these revolutionists intended to 
attack the citv. The Government at once sent troops, and a skirmish followed. 
This excited tin* Turks, and caused a great |Ktnie among the Christians. Shortly after 
a slight disturbance occurred in the town, hut thanks to the prompt action of the 
authorities, and especially u> tin? personal efforts and courage of Ali l’asha, the 
commander of the troops, order was restored in about ten minuto. One Armenian 
was killed, one Turk and about twenty Armenians were wounded, and several 
silversmiths’shops wewi plundered. , . . 

About twenty-live Turks have been arrested who have been aeeused by the 
wounded people of being the authors of the committed crimes. 

His Excellency the Vali promised to recover the goods pillaged from the shops. 

As regards tile troops, thev continued fighting, and succeeded in hemming the 
revolutionists in .; vallev near Pnpshcn until night, when the hand broke its way through 
and escaped, causing, as far as 1 know, t wo deaths and three wounded to the soldiers. 
Two Armenians were killed : one an old man from Pnpshcn, the other is supposed to 
he one of tlu- hand. Tin* village of Papshon was partly plundered. 

On the 6th November, one of the principal men of More, an Armenian village, 
two hours’ distance from here, informed the Government that there were some 
revolutionists in the village. Troops and gendarmes went there, and surrounded four 
houses, and burnt them with the four persons therein. Those people are natives of 
the village, hut one of them has lately come from Russia. They do not belong to the 
former hand. „ . . . . .. . . 

The excitement of the Turks continues, hut the Government is doing its best to 
protect the Christians. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) HAG OP MIRZOYAN, Drayoman. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 72. 

Cajituin Maun sell to Sir N. ()'Conor. 

(No. 80.) Van, November 9, 1898. 

AS 1 understand that Her Majesty’s Vice-Consulate at Bitlis is vacant lor the time 
being, 1 have the honour to forward to your Excellency the following report ol dis¬ 
turbances which have recently occurred at that town:— . ., . 

A week ago, a party or fifty Armenian revolutionists, accompanied, it is sain, i)> 
a few of the local Armenian outlaws, probably some of the bond under Serop, were 
discovered to bo approaohiug the town. ... . , 

A skirmish took place outside the town between these and some soldiers and 
znptiehs, who were sent out to oppose them. 

In this two soldiers and five Armenians are said to have been killed, and the latter 
were dispersed to the mountains. . 

The Moslems of Hitlis town, on hearing of this, commenced an attack on tuc 
Armenians in tin* town ; some of the latter were wounded by knives, and a few shops 
pillaged. The Vali seems to have promptly interfered in this disturbance, and by 
sending down soldiers soon put an end to it. This party of revolutionists are not loea , 
but it appears came direct from Russia. , 

Erom further news which 1 have gathered regarding the recent disturbance near 
Melnsgird, I understand that the revolutionists there were dressed m Russian dress, 
and carried Russian arms. ... . 

I have had the honour of informing your Excellency of the substance of the above 

lqrUhlMpfa. Ihavo>&c . 

(Signed) F. U. MAUNSELL. 
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Inclosurc 3 in No. 72. 

Major Massy to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 25.) Erzeroum, November 

8lr ’ I HAVE the honour to shite that Mr. on tlio 

^r. Graves, telegraphically, on the 1st 

’“‘“y have waited before writing, ^ ^ tot 'tln-"dfflmn“’wM°can S i«i 

istsrtsxsz ssr~—••— * - ■* ““ ■ 

few wounded. . been killed and fifteen wounded in 

as soon as information reaches mo. | iaTC &c. 

(Si-ncd) F. 11. II. MASSY, 
tS! 0 ncu; Actinij Consul. 


No. 73. 

77,e Marquess of 'Salisbury to Sir i\. 0 Conor. 

(No. 258.) Cordon Office, November 28,1808. 

Sir, . , Pvanllenov’s desnatoh No. BOO of tho 15th instant relative 

*— ■— ,i,,ri “ s th,! Armou,an 

“Tprovo tho terms of tho note verbale which you addressed to the Forte on the 

12tli instant. I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISUUllY. 


No. 71. 

Consul-General Wood ,o Ibe Marquess of Salisbur,,-(Xccciued December 5.) 

Camp at Batjlt Dclqmha, Vrmi, 

(No. 3.) October IS, 1808. 

My VllAVK the honour to transmit, for your Telmm'^llm 

despatch I have this "afest Hussian^Failesiasticai Mission to the X. -loria : 

KubjcsA Of the doutgs .. (Signedj' nV 0 ’ & CF.CIL G. MOOD. 


Inclosurc in No. 71. 

Consul-General HW to Sir M. Durand. 

Camp at Bagh Dclijusbu, Vrmi, 

(No. 3.) October 18, 1898. 

■* .... —-. 

ss,„rv'. xrts&xiSrxiX* — ■» r 
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Mussulman villages lire mostly built upon the poorest ground and near the Labe of 
TJrumiah), tin? aid or a carpenter being required, a Xcstorian youth, who was working 
at this trade, appeared, and, before undertaking the required repairs, proceeded to 
stab- that ho had followed the example of his Bishop, Mar Yonnn, and had signed his 
name on tin- registers of the Russian Popes. The fact of his being the only Christian 
at the tinv among a Mussulman eoinnmnity, whose village was situated out of the 
usual : . i: : or postal r ute, as well as his attitude, plainly showed that he considered 
himself, as a nowly-ilotigod Russian, absolutely free from molestation or harm. 

:! Xt -.ri.!.i village* f (lavilun. the residence of a Presbyterian teacher, two 
Roman Catholic pries's and their schools, the Elders, to whom i had granted an 
intend w, poured their dveary ie.leof oppression from rohher Kurds, general injustice 
on tIn pari of their own authorities, ;< well as their daily trials with their Mussulman 
neighbours, into my cars. 

They i,:ul so far iv.Ms1'*d tin allurements of the Russian missionaries, hut were 
evidently onl\ iwaitiier, like many other; of their kind, the further dovolopinent of 
all’aits before giving in their adherence t*» them. 

Sine-* my arrive! h we, th> Russian Mission proceeded to a village railed Digalah, 
and hnv* enrolled quite 700 people there. 

In two dislrlets m»* " , Mariam, the supposed burial-place of the M:iji, and 
presumed ’i mglmM of Xtslorians, some lt)u people joined the (ireco-Russian 
creed. 

v Ye Ian’s iii» • se iia-. giveti 12,000, and (iulpaehan l '»0 converts.* 

( Mi the • ment «>. the lird Russian Mission, many of their adlierents, fearing 
their non-reappearance, hastened to return to their ancient rites. 

Tie majority of i : ■ • p j 1c* have yet abstained from rejoining the new Mission, 
hut are watching events. standing l*y to see whether material protection is actually 
to he obtained under the shadow of the m \v Mission. 

An incident which oeeun d here, just as i was leaving Tabrecz, might have 
hastened a determination or decision on their part. 

Il seems that a Xestorinn priest, Q’asha Puwid, of Digalah, when on the road 
between this village and 1,’i mi, had been set upon by the servants of a Khan or Xoble 
of I’rumiah, who had pitched his units on the roadside, and had been severely 
beaten. 

Q’aslrn Dawid is an a ihoront to the Orthodox faith, hut as lie is at present on 
the '(vret list, on his escape from the clutches of his tormentors ho fled for refuge to 
the residence of his Cl race of (’anterhurybs missionaries. 

The>. gentlemen used, as is customary, their friendly olllees and influence, in 
order to obtain some satisfaction for the uncalled for attack upon an unoffending 
priest, whilst the Russians, on their side, loudly clamoured fora Hogging to he inflicted 
upon tin- master of the assaulters, over and above any other compensation. 

Nearing of the ease, the Mrdjid-rs-Sultnneli, one of the most energetic and 
well-inclined personages in l.’rmi,t came forward with proposals of satisfaction and 
eoinpensatien, which met with the approval of the English missionaries. An apology 
was to be offered hv the Khan for his servants’ ill-deeds. These were to he bastinadoed 
(although they had, seemingly, hut *iheved orders),and a “ lvhalat ” was to he bestowed 
upon the Q’aslm. 

’lhe Russian missionaries, however, held out for the personal punishment of tlio 
Khan, the loudest elamourer for this being the new, exceedingly courageous,Ortholox 
Bishop. Mar Yonan4 A special courier was dispatched to Tahreez, with an extended 
Report of the occurrences, by the Russians, in which the Russian Consul-General’* aid 
was urgently requested, in order to obtain the carrying out of their particular desires 
against the Khan. 

Matters were, therefore, for a short time in nlieyauce, hut, whether on account of 
the dangerous request, or owing to the prospect of my imminent departure for 
Urtiminli, my Russian colleague did not give the support required by liis proteges, 
and the satisfaction proffered, as already stated, through the friendly offices of tlio 
Modjid-cs-Sultaneli, was accepted by the Q'ilsIm and our missionaries. 

The Q’aslin has forgotten his sore treatment, and now parades tlio bazaars clad in 
the robe of honour given to him. in this ease our missionaries have scored by their 


• ll. iw.tn former auuprc^tr «• >tsvr;; ■ mm 1 cr t*i adherent* to th« Orthodox fntth a 
14, 40. 

f S. ,• iny ilr-qutrh of < Irlrth.T 1 7, 1 MS, 

; Mur Yo’iiiu «m tin* tlr»i Nc»torian Hit ,* to embrace the Ort‘ oioi fclA. 
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moderation whilst the Russians have lost much prestige in the eves of the natives, as 
" CU S^t3M8£ ^^rTt^ilation of the 

Cl " n 'Thc general opinion is that slowly .hut surely, the Russian 

the whole™ the Xostorian elements.-! These people, as 1 have ’ “ ^ 

“ desnatches cannot tie blamed for taking tho only steps at then disposal 
obtain' relief train persistent and cver-inercasing pressure and even persecution ft« 

**—• * 

Wlt h a e r Cl ristian compatriots, and are almost ready to accept with composure, 
!u,d even with thankfulness, any change which would give any guarantee of right and 

justice. ^ the o^wsithni or a^niui^or tliojroli^ous^loniont^whiclHs to^he^fearial.^ ^ 

mid *upoii °tiioir owa ancient traditions at the mere of a prehlemalie 

1,rOU Wetl.e dav I entered Unni I liave, owing to the general oh-eumstaum of the 
situ,.',.. and perhaps owing to beat 

noasBitv of prude.-', 1 and rere-rred action towards the Russian Mission and its adherents, 

inRorsii are not in a flourishing state, and the l’crsiun Government not ma position to 
Inu^ its will on iis auUu,riti7s or subjects, or revindicate its right against tU most 
powerful aud watchful neighbour. I ^ 

(Signed) CECIL G. "WOOD. 




Consul-General MW lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December S.) 

CSn m ) Camp at llngh Dehjuslw , Urmi, 

M v T-or.1, October 20, 1808. 

1 IIAVB the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, the copy 
of :i despatch I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's Miisi-ter at Tehran, 
submitting some remarks upon things in general in the district of Urmninh and 
Salmas. " , . . 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) CECIL (i. WOOD. 


Inclosurc in No. 75. 

Consul-General Wood to SI, M. Durand. 

(No °5 ) Camp at Ilaijh Delgusha, Urmi, 

Sir. * “ October 25), 1808. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, Tor your Excellency's information, a few 
remarks-upon tiling in general in the districts of Urumiah and Salmas which may 
prove of some interest:— 

In the Hist place, as in duty bound, I shall .--peak of tin: land and its aspect, then 
of the authorities, the various taxes, and customs paid and prevailing, or the popula¬ 
tion. and the different Missions there, and their objects. 

The plains of Urumiah and Salmas form the wealthiest portions of the Province 
of A/orhaijann. The soil is rich, and the Christian population most industrious. 

Half-wav from Tahreez. whore only the villages along the hill-sides and streams 
can compete in vegetation with the many villages in these parts, the very nature of the 
earth changes. 

(Jivat patches of rich black soil are visible, stones and rocks disappear from the 
surface, and leave* the fields and tracks free from their troublesome presence; villages 
are surrounded hv trees and well cultivated fields, and swollen streams are tumbling 
everywhere, whilst hero and there, on the sunny side of the mountains and passes, 
patches of tobacco-plant cultivation arc io he seen. 

The main road leading to Urumiah for at least (5 miles goes through plantations, 
the track is hare of stones, shady trees line it, and the sound of running waters 
crossing it under large fiat slabs of stone, or strongly-built bridges, pleasantly strikes 
the ear. 

The whole appearance of this part of the country possesses an aspect of repair and 
fecep, the lack of which meets one so forcibly in Tahreez and its surroundings. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the native Administration does not seem to l>o much influeueed by the 
exuberant realities or probabilities around it. 

The Governor of tin* district of Urumiah is Prince Akbcr Mirza, a son of Ahmed 
Mirzn, a grandson of the old Nnib-es-Sultaueh. and therefore very closely related to 
the late and present Shahs. 

For some years past this personage followed the independent career of a leader of 
banditti in Kermanshali, cutting the roads and attacking the caravans. Attention 
having been at last called to this unusual occupation of a Prince of the Hoyal lllood, 
some steps were taken by the late Shah, through the Kmir Nizam, the present 
Governor of Azerbaijani!, in the endeavour to lead his relative into better paths and 
ways. . 

The Kmir Nizam succeeded in carrying out his late Majesty's wishes, and, on 
being named Governor-General of Azerlmijaan, he brought Prince Akbar Mirza with 
him to Tahreez, and eventually placed him as Governor of this district. Although, 
seemingly, a hold and energetic captain of brigands, his Highness has not distin¬ 
guished himself in his more peaceful position and attribution. 

The people are dissatisfied with him and his apathy, and have on more than one 
occasion, it is said, stoned him. The Mollahs and Seyyids beard him in his official 
residence, and have more that once obliged him to return presents of considerable 
sums of money which lie had only just received from some petitioner, and plainly tell 
him that they will have none of him. 


He, however, is still Governor, and is likely, owing to Imperial patronage and 
his relationship to the ’■'hah, to remain, notwithstanding the efforts of the religious 
element :i strong one in these parts- and tin* fact of our endeavours to dislodge him, 
his dismissal having actually been obtained by Her Majesty’s Legation Iroiu t ie 
central authorities during mv absence on leave last winter. 

Parishes Dues. —As in Tahreez there are two Christian parishes in rmi. 

situated on the western side of the town—the one commonly known as l ath All 
Gill, hut officially as Mahallc-i-Uiiidu, and the other, Mat Mariam.* 

These parishes weft* assessed in past days at some 15 tomans per annum, hut as 
tliev were handed over some years ago to provide a pension to a certain General, 
Ali* Khan and his descendants, they are now yearly mulcted in the sum of loO tom ns 
This contribution or tax is assessed at 12J krans per house and male person. 

Tares paid : ■ G >rc met h„ Cristmn Dcpahn ... These arc in the district of 
Uruminh and Salmas 15 krans per house and adu'i male, Imt should two males 
inhabit the same house, one pays 5 krans extra; lioth are, however, obliged to 
contribute two days’ lalmur free to Government. 

The parish oY Mat Mariam, >•> called after it- church and shrine, i- somewhat 

henviIv assess- d For over 100 years it has been inclosed within the t-.wn walls, but 
it is still considered and treated, owing to its being a place ol veneration, to the 
Christians, and therefore wealthy, a- a village; and its inhabitants, some do0 m 
number, pay a proportionate share of Government tax. which amounts to 1 l tomans 
per annum. „ , , ... 

No Christians residing in villages or being cultivators of land pay any tax.- to 
Government, and have only to satisfy certain taxi’s or dues Imscd on custom or 
arrangement claimed by their landlords, and which areas follows: 

Si it Hi and Milan dues on liuil lings and Lund belonging la ! Ainu lards. I lies.: oiieh 
an* assessed on gardens, vineyards,or buildings, at 10 shahies the lb square yard**, hut 
when the soil does not lieloiig to the cultivator, 15 shahies more are pnm on these 
measurements ... , , .. ,i.„ 

if a man owns n line of trees growing on another s boundary, he pays, on the 
score of damage caused h\ the roots and the shadow of the trees to his neighbours 
land, a fine fin eve,;, yard of length of the line, and for every V yards in breadth, lor 
presumed shadow, and this amount is also based upon 15 shuhics per lb square 

Dues oil ('aide.— Cows and asses pay T_ shahies per head per annum; Imfi'nlo 
cows and mar.*, ’• kvaiis and I shahies per head; sheep, 11 shahies; *xen, horse’s, and 
jackasses are free. Light or ten eggs have to he contributed nm.ualh t nvarUs Lie 
maintenance of the landlord by every hen in a village, whilst, in .autumn a couple ol 
the tax-paying fowl are handed over in the flesh tor the same purpose, two load ol 
fuel tire antiually due also hv cultivators or villagers. 

11 edding Customs Dues .—On taking a bride from a noighhouring villa .•»*, tile 
happy man is b and to present her feudal lord with from two to live sugar loaves. 

Cultivation Du,s called “ Mail .”—The cultivator generally provides the cattle and 
implements for ploughing, the land-owner the seed, and the farmer gets a third of the 
profits. In particular eases the land is cultivated on half shares ol toil, seed, and 

Vr ' ^Mldid-el-lxhnu, or new Ma/iommedanism .— \V hen a woman professes Islam, her 
descendants, notwithstanding ancient and modern Edicts, invariably came lorwaru 
with all kinds of claims against their Christian kith and kin with regard to properties 
of overv description, and invariably obtain some satisfaction. 

All Mollahs and religious teachers declare that on the decease of any person, 
anv child of his who embraces the Mahonimedan faith has alone the right to inherit 
the property lolt l.y their father to tie* detriment and loss of all their Christian 

brothers anu sisters. a .. 

“ Droits dn Seigneur .”—The tenure of land being feudal, the droi.s du hoigneur, 
as between Mus-oilman land-owners and Christian tenants, was retained aiul Clutmea 

until some seventy years ago. ._, , 

In regard to the sale of properties the same troubles are encountered, and tlio 
same pvepostrous claims are put forward by the deseendaut-s or relatives of the seller, 
or by any one who can engage the aid of a mercenary Mullah (and there are many 
such* to he found), as occur in Tubrecz. and, one may say, in Persia. 

I)...,»•.... _Tl«.. Nnutfirinn hihourers who yearly proceed to Russia to 
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Suppot-d lu Ik* I hr hurial-pUKtJ of U»r Oaji. 






besides iatisfying, on their return jo Persia, the extra private demands made by 

'"""Natter can lie expected, however, in a land where, liesides tlie Ktmeml 

corrupt!. the assent of the Parmcr-tieiieml of Customs ean divert* tlie public trilllic 

to oil.. where lie lias previously set up private tolls. 

end Emoluments ot the Nttlnrian Clmji/.— iiishops have a right to a eo.i- 
trilnitioii of 1 hr;m periummo IVom every Nestoriau Imuse, and 1«> slmhies Irnm every 
adul, male These dues are eolleeled ami fnrwnrded every third year lo -Mar Slumomi, 
the I’alriareh at Koehaaes, in Turkish territory. The lower clergy live on the lees 
reeeived HU haptismal funetions, marriages, lii-st Iruits in the harvesting season, anil 
two ilavs free Inhour from their parishioners. ...... 

Population .—The total number I' the .Se.ioiiiin_|iopulation in 1 ran, 
Salmas, Soldo/, ' largnwar, and Turgawar, is said to amount to to,WM. 

An,,,tinltimalito. there am Ian few ArinfiuJliS estahlished in ruimah; 
their slromslinlds are situated in the plains and villages of Ndmas. 

The villages of Naktohevan-Tapu, Isnlou, ami llaftivau am. however, solely 

inhahited by Armenians. .... . ,1.ni. 

There are some 101) houses, or 500 souls m Iriavn, and lietneen lie villa,, s ol 
Karmen/, and others of mixed nationalities or ereeds, their nmnhers may amouni to 

in all, them may he some 20,Olio Armenians in these districts. In Dilman, the 

ealiital of ’salnins I’iuiii, them art.(y Mnsulmaus to he found. 

the .lews in Northern Persia are only lo he found m 'lie plains ot Salmas 
and i'ruininh and on the Pet so Turkish holder. In I'ninii- h ihereamsom.'dOO. ewish 
houses, or 1.-.00 souls. At Kolmeshar, loll houses „r olio souls, sohlux, Io0 houses 

Piillmviii" the general traditions of their lirethmn in the rest of the world, they 
do not till the soil nor possess land, lint enrage in |ietly trade, hawking goods Irani 

T,lll Tltey payMhe same taxes as tlto villagers, tun arc naturally exempted from dues 
in connection with, agriculture. .. 

Hi,* Molmmmcduns pay sonic of tlio same t:ixcs and dues in villn^s as the 
Clirisli.uis, hut as they art* liable t<> military semee, In tin which tin* ( liristmns arc 
exempted, they «lo not give as iiiitcli in each case a- tin* former. 


C oniiiierciul awl othvr Vo/c.v. 

\ custom-house, properly speaking doc« not exist in l rmi, hut it is replaced liy 
three • mhdnrie" stations (octroi posts) placed at a Tew miles' distance from the town. 
(Joe of these stands on the point where the roads from Tahreez to Salmas and 1 rmi 
diverge, tin- second is on the Kurdistan and Smijhnnhik road, and the third between 
Urmi and tile bonier. ... , 

There is likewise no fixed tariff on the various articles imported, hut loads alone, 

pay a 11 ill v which is put down at :i knms to slulliics a eamel-l of which probably 

one-third goes to tlie repmseutatives of the Tnlireer. Customs, t kran and 10 shnlues a 
horse and mule, charge, and 15 atuiliies per donkey-h«td. 

Tot,lira, Horn I'urkish Hordern.— , am informed that ii|hiu tin- importation of 
tobacco from the border owing to their' being no tariff, and loads alone paying, the 
importer, make a profit of about 2 percent,, to the detriment of the Tahreez custom¬ 
house, where this article, on its introduction by middlemen, pays 5 percent, duty. 

( „/),'mini., ol' /V Tolniceo.- Tittiiu, or pipistnhaeeo ... I rumiali 

and Salmas has, seemingly, sprung into a vie. irons existence, and from all report* an 
industry lias now begun which is likely to supersede grain-growing, as the profits 
from tile cultivation ol the latter,.although primit necessaries, are about half those 
accruing from the former. 

Enel, Charcoal, unit Fruit. -These articles are only subject to octroi docs amounting 
to tl or 7 shahies per load. , 

Dried Fruit, t.e., Ituirin*.- Dried fruit is mostly imported into Itussia, as the 
expenses of transport and British customs duties leave a very small margin. It is said 
that 200.1 MMl “ koneharie” (local measure), or 12 Tahreez batmans of 1,000 “miskals,” 


• Till* viau-meiil t« mod,' 


trotiwurtliy nmbofiu 
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about 120 lbs. English each, of dried fruit are annually exported to Hussio, ho, this 
rear tlie quantity has decreased owing to n bnd.sc. ■ 05 ki-.ms, in recent 

J^ u^ :ir 

..*"* . .- T:,hr " e ‘ 

pri-t-hoiaes, tli.' j-.unieyoec.tpynig houdajs. f foreign ports, 

ltaisins are tlie principal artnh ol M ...nl tohaeeo are 

whilst tint small quantities ol nee. syrup (grape juice), mum 1 

Tow":! u 

■sisssr'ss l u.. . . .. . 

dried fruit following a had sea urn. 


/),.„,„„d (or licit M Manufacture). 
llritM . .. I rlrrl . 

.... . 

,*iK well :»s of livst-class ,. . .. l,.«n«uiK *>f Turki, hat 

.as S1&S5; ss^ 

tar "-.s"r'“-".* ~—*. 

fi> he the rule of any firm un lofliikmg ' ^us's'il.Viu"the district are furnished by 

Print). Tin -quarters of "“• l" 1 "*. " ,p k| . v , m nlv liv TVbiznml vtft 

Manchester, coming here partly by M( >" •; (q ,|„ se goods are imported, 

I^ . 

‘“'““Sy ««f Print.*.—\ he ^ 

fact lire in Itussia is encouraged liv u bounty ol lo l"> 

the Knglish importation of this arltele. „ v iieles are solely imported from 

Ghnsmnre. Petroleum, and Miy«r.-All tnesi 

Itussia. 

Hi „ Grace the ArMithnp of C.nderlmnfs Slirrnion to the Armjriau,. 

The aim of this Mission is to lidp ninl httihl^^^^'uml aeeepta^e 

neeupaut nf.Mw Aposiol’lu Sc. ... the 

OUurelv of the fast ivv.dted at ill.' time ol Nestoii.iiis. ,mining up « >*"<>> 

1 , has emu.the rescue ut a hard-piv-sed hlfuse a worthy 

literate native clergy. Uv means {ept s of'iguomi.ee during many 

spiritual life into a Church redniaxl to veiy low <upi 
centuries of oppression. 

The French Union,, Catholic hlintdon. 

The la,ill Mission of tlie '^V’^VanirChnWenn nationalities, 

years. It is directed by a Undmp,severs ( ; at K| l 0 srova. This las, hnincii, to 
'll has two branches, one at 1 rmi, and ‘ ; V , ln , 1 ,. r t i„. supervision ol a native 

which is attached an ecclesiastical n 5h '. h ,,f Bnlnl.m. residing at Mo«ul. 
Bishop, who is under the oliedience_uf hi Jj • . Pereiu is the plain ol Salmas. 

The strongest centre of ttie Hmuan ^,o aUo attached to the Irencl. 

A small compnnv of (lie Sisters of St. Vinuiit 
Mission in Urmi. 





American Mission iu I'ruuiiah. 




Tin* Presbyterian Mission from .America 1ms lnsen carrying on its labours some 
sixty ycal's in these parts. 

Its 1 1 end*quarters arc at Unni, where tbe staff is composed of five or six ministers, 
a physician, and some lady missionaries. 

The American colony is a numerous one, as most of its members are married. 

The Mission has resulted in the establishment of a native Presbyterian community 
with chapels and schools, scattered over the plain of Urnmiah. 

The various American families belonging to the Mission inhabit a spacious park, 
not far from the town sates, where, with the funds at their disposal, they have, as in 
Tabrecz. erected comfortable dwelling-houses, hospitals, and a seminary, besides 
various schools or settlements in the neighbouring villages. They po-so-s well-built 
dwelling-places in the village of Soil', situated in the mountains behind the town of 
Urmniah. 

'flic various mcmlx-rs of these different Missions, I am glad to say, are on friendly 
terms of intercourse with each other, and I trust that my visit to these parts, and my 
impartial and frankly ainieahh attitude towards them all, including the newlv- 
estal lished Hussian Mission, nmj tend to strengthen the ties of amity and good-will 
between them, for, although the objects of the Homan Catholic and the Presbyterian 
Missions are quite distinct from those on which the Lnglish missionaries carry on, 
they have all done, and are doing, good work in educating and training the Past 
Syrian nation, in establishing hospitals ond other useful institutions and aids. 

Last, hut not least, they have gained the esteem of the well-thinking natives, and 
the friendship o! th- Notables and w<*nltby native proprietors, and the respect of the 
native authorities. 

Orphanage* in Crumiah. 

There are two orphanages in Urmniah: one situated at Guktcpa. a village 
belonging to the Scmj-es-Sultanoh. one of the principal landlords in Urumiah, and the 
other in a line piece of inclosed land just law ond the gates of the tow n. 

The opening of (ibktrpa orphanage is due to the initiative of “Slinmaslm" or 
Deacon Khiianishco Auraham. a philanthropic Syrian gentleman, and his wife, 
Ksther Auraham. It has been established some twenty years, and lakes under its 
shelter tin- children of Notorinn, and even Armenian, parentage. It is considered, 
however, a refuge for Nestoriun orphans front the bonier mountains. 

Deacon Auraham lias devoted his life and means to the institution, and lias been 
able to interest many friends in Kngland. whose subscriptions to this good and Useful 
work are not lacking. 

The children are taught to do the daily work which they would have had to 
perform under their parents' care, and they are therefore, on leaving the institution, 
ready for the life before them. 

1 visited (Joktepa, situated on one of the principal ash-heaps or cemeteries of the 
lire-worshipiiers, and was much phased at the healthy look of the children, both 
male and female, and about eighty in number, who were all occupied, under 
Mrs. Aumhatu’s supervision, in sawing the winter's wood supply, cleaning the wheat 
which was to maintain them, according to their sex, and other useful occupations. 

The fid-mans possess a similar institution, but it only receives orphan girls of 
the Nestoriun faith. It has only just been established by a (id-man philanthropic 
Society, and shelters some thirty girls and a few hoys. This institution is managed 
by a German lady, 1’railloin 1'aulntt. 


The I 'ictims at Turkish Oppression. 

Owing to the continued vexations and persecution of the Turkish Government 
and its officials, great numbers of the Christians established in the large and fertile 
plain of Gawnr <\\ is some IN to 2‘» miles in length and breadth, and in shape some¬ 
what resembling the African continent), were obliged to take refuge in Persian 
territory. 

The remainder, having held on as long as they could to their penates, wore at last 
forced, at the time of the massacres, to rejoin their brethren in Urumiah. This 
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migration spelt ruiu to all ond the total destruction of the agricultural and material 

wcaUli ol the plom. difficulties encountered in finding 

Chief Sheikh Sadik. „f : ,|l tax. . in* ■>, If they had not left the 

>,. »■ v ..— 

!A • 1 . ~ v? jr s-s 

ashamed to h.., for aim ., and would ,». wen; . » ■■ • - «h.*•»> •»“* 1" 

alTorled them by the Archbishop of tanterhun - Mission.^ ^ 

(Signed) - 'cECft « WOOL 


Conmi II cod h (/.<■ M(irijucnn of *i/Wwr,.-(K««wrf ISrtmbtr 5.) 

(Sum. Kulatm, Sa/Mu», iVot ■tlo 

y IIAV! 11 , honour to tnu.su.it. tor you. 1- ndshipV infuaiiatlou, thi copy of. 
despmJ 1 ,I V.. hi' .las . h.. . 

S3. ' ? 

Cl - Mulli - I have. .SC. 

(Signed) CMClh G. WQGP, 


Inelu.-uro in No. 715 


Consul-Geiural H’ood to Sir M. Du > autl. 

(Separate., Kalttisar, tSalmu*, Nmmlier I , ISOS. 

’ 1 HAVE the honour, with reference to my telegram *»t the .• '. l ^‘ "Jjj* 

l|,e im,.sucre of nine Arme.iiii.is by the force of the Govern... m Kl.o. ,m.l .1 • 

district “ Zerghiium-cl-Miilk," to give the details which hav rcncl.cn me • ns 

g 

M. i. thev were followed, in the i orly monm:-, by the i*u\ mm ■ * , 

then , perceiving that there would he no ■ I. Uh- n' ; tie Wus ■m tjgj 

away hv flight, hut the remaining ten took refuge.. .. mud tow romI . j. 
they dropped their guns ...id unde, accn. dim to eycvitne.,t un.m»t«h,ble signs ol 






l-m ill) Clos' d with their unresisting victims, and there and then decapitated eight of thorn, 
one man being spared and reserved to be sent to Tabreez as a trophy of victory. 

The people who laid out and buried the headless bodies declare that theie were no 
hullet-nuirks upon them, therefore any reports by native authorities of a desperate defence 
or any v. .stance of less than a dozen men, of whom only six carried guns, against nearly 
700 Persian warriors, are pure inventions. . . . 

The act of the Governor or his deputy in tins matter is simply u disgrace to humanity, 
for then* was no proof asked or given of their victims being disturbers of the peace,f «r 
revolti'ionists, and they were destroyed like vermin in a trap. 

Mans Mussulmans, both in ITrn.i and bee , have expressed their horror of this cold¬ 
blooded massacre, a...; they, a- well a, the Christians, liar the consequences which may 
arise from reprisals on the part of enraged Armenians ..I the KevnhUioaary Societies. 

It is • lifted that honours’ have* already been si.ow-'ivil .»y the central authorities 
upon tin * Zcrghimm-ol-Mulk ” for an act which, after cardul investigation, I can only 
^noak «il as im-i barbarous and a disgrace t» hunianitv and the Persian Government. 

Hundreds of Armenians have been obliged, by continual oppression and every 
extortion during the last two or more years, to abandon t' •• country. 

Main of these people were, and arc. nm ol consideration and xvcn.tb, and l mu, even 
now, writing from a strongly built, line, and well-found house belonging to one o( them 
who, owing to the moral tortures practised upon him by bis native protectors, abandoned 
evervlliing and retired to Russia. 

s. thill* is pr«-sing and dolax in bi inging this matter betore ymu l.xcelleuey may entail 
all sorts „f complications? • ^:i<l this report separate from those I have made during my 
stay in thc .-e parts. 

(Si 


I have, &c. 

u*d) CECIL (i. WOOD. 


No. 77. 

ml.nairnil II' ..' lo 'hr Marquess of Salisbury.—(Itcccieed December 8.) 


' I ll 'w'K the lion mv m forward, for your Lordship's information, the copy of n 
dspnteh I have thl» •lav ««Mk~«wI Her Majesty’* Minister at Tehran on the subject 
„f vinh uai'l to me In lie Governor of Ivhoi nml Saltans, ami the conversation 


Kulartttlr, .s ’it!mile, November 5, ISOS. 


which took place 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) OECI I, G. WOOD. 


Inelosure in No. 77. 




Ctrese'-Clencrtil IVoor! to Sir .1/. Duramt. 


Sj,. Knlassur, Sttlmas. November 1S9S. 

i 1UVK tlie honour to report tlial I received the visit this morning of the 
Z,a.n d-Mulk, wlio utfered mo the tisnal compliment- and welcotne to Salmas. 

't, tin eonrs.' ..f r-mv-r. dioii, whilst I was deploring the lianl times, the lack of 
till, eu-toinarv rains, liigh price of grain, and the anxieties for I lie future expressed on 
all shies, hh * F.xc'dleney stated that, the Persian nation lmd carried mi since ancient 
times under good audbad circumstances, tin apathy of the authorities, and the 
intrigue- of the population, and would probably cmitmuo to exist under the same 
circumstances during the coming ages. 

T,| this I could only reply that slumbering nations could not exist much longer 
in our days, owing to tin- activity and expansion of friendly or adverse neighbours 


• lt-r. ,.f liil. inrirnmi mi 
t I esn ;.'.*lu\«*»v wtaif II 
«rvkln-.- to •.-.•» Uick t - llicii Ixil 
l Tl G .uti or ra* nm * 
tlumUtii for thini 4*y tin* i 
j Ylirre is no nyin^ wi- 
lia* •to] ;»• 1 fnrdirr vi i'tnct* m 


i, ..nth — t*. w. 

i' o*t ifnt dir.r of 


the*.* ju-oplt won* ftloti • i-x-rcvof 


,v, 'tit • ;» to • iu5 gift* to ilit* Uuilr Slum. ju*t after 
' L*r.,j»li. C. (i. XV. 

■ 3iitni.ritlc» mat tl« * .•»!. -llhoiit,'li it it jmllirly *Ut 

i\ c;. xv. 


minute* wlm were 
tin* event, ami lias 
lei tint my arrival 


-■ 




whose own necessities would force them to intervene in many ways to remedy 

Thill it was tin- authorities and officials of a country, and especially in. the e*>° *>f 
Persia, which demoralized the people hv extortions and general disregard for nil. quay 
and justice rather than tlie people tiieir Government. 

Ibis statement of mine seemed to reuse Ins Excellency, who wished to k ow 
whether I was alluding to any of ids acts, hut as there were many.people 
replied that 1 had only answered his observations and had -l'f ** V" t 

although, bearing in mind the things which had come to my knowledge, he was lit 
liberty to take such Stoic or my words as lie might think '‘iffi' 1 ™' ", , ioil to his 

Hero his Excellency called a native doctor of the l tesl.yl.Mia» pusuasion to ns 
side, and on the plea of a sudden had headache requested scene nieitomi... A sotlBt o 
pill leaving been ailministeml the conversation proceeded on general topics until 

bNcdlcnc^ |i((i rii , Rijm . il f alluding to the sla^wof 

dozen men hv the overwhehning numbers under Ins older., l l " 1 ' Vl" 

subject, for I bail already Milllcient evidence In the matter to has., gnen ins 
Excellence sometliing more serious than a pain in his head. 

1 have, Sec. 

(Signed) CECIL (I WOOD. 


No. 78. 

Consul-General II 'nml to the Marquee* of Salisbury. — (/W/W December o.) 

M Kalasenr. Salmiu r November 7, f SOS. 

' ] Il lVIi the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, tlie copy of a 

despatch I have lids .lav addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at I'ehrm.on the subject 
or the unfortunate state of affairs prevailing in Salmas plain. 

I have, Sc. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


iuclosure in No. 78. 

Consul-General IVooil lo Sir M. Durum!. 

^ Knfosmr, Salmas, November 7, 1SD8. 

’ AS mv telegrams will show. 1 have stopped hero on my way to Tainan m order tu 
obtain further details of the horrible massacre of Armenian travellers at 31alilam,t 
already reported to your Excellency by telegram, as well as owing to the instances of 
the people wlio felt persuaded that my presonco among them for a few days would 
put n check lo rurli.er displays of ferocity on the par! of the Governor ot Khoi and 
S- Ions wherehv matters might calm down -oaiewhot, amt ahreaihrag -pace he allowed 
the unfortunate people .wing "he lienee to Persian aulhorily in these parhs . 

] ■ plain of Salma i . toe!;.si by Us own mountains ami loose ol Khoi, and its 
he,-, o p irt abuts upon the north-eastern portion of the largo expanse of sail water— 

" Some'hmuired villages, inh doted by some to,000 people,; break the monotony of 
tin- plain witb luxurious plantations or :. e, and verdure, and nil are watered by tlie 
nvifMViwhiff Hi\*cr Xoln. . 

It is tin* sti-onirhold or Armenians »» Northern lersta. 

Thev ne sllv e-neultuvNts, but there an* :uv many w^Uby peupli* among 
them possessing well-kojit properties ami houses, xvlio tnule anil do banking business 
with luissia and other lauds. , , 

Tin* capital, Dilnian, is, as I have already stated, inhabited l»y Mussulmans, and 

• See mv tt*U M, r:tn»< of tin.* a «: Uctobcr nml 5tli Xotemtwr, ISOS, 
t Set* mv . fuNtclt of Hi.* It'* XoivtnW nm! t.-J. jjn.m of ::M > iflobtu*. IS98. 

: Malmmtnodat.a, 30,000; Annoiilant, 12,000 lo 14,00*1; Neil man*, -t. -<.0. 










presents the muni broken-down, penurious, mid filthy nppenrnm-•»[ ich conununlties. 
whilst the neat-looking, well-repaired mud walls of tenements at once proclaim the 
habitations of Christians. 

Some of flic iv Milenocs of tin wealthier Christum classes cover, will: their entrances 
and yards, sevem! acres of ground. . . , . 

Till higher iiortion of tin |dtiin is alom eoltivatcd, as tho lower is dranehet. with 
the saline Influences .if the lidte. This last [«nt, however, earries sttfliciunl pasturage 
for cattle of nil kinds. .... , , .. 

C;mill is seam this year in Salmas |,|aiu, the load ol ID liushels costing tt tomans, 
nr live!- time lime, its iiilne at other seasons. This is tine partly o the faet .hat.as in 
I van 1 

|)i*ov; Hill, sea i cily is the anl In t in g in and , xpu, ration of strain by funeiionavies and 
wealthy pr ijm-si t..V. i t• •:-»1 disregard of ..xisting prohibition 

Tint doings of Ibi Armenian revolutionary pnrtie during tin last fouvy.su.,, as 
widl as the "eneral <>ppi, s-iun evertv 1 on my prate;.! by ; e nupt ttnd iuibceili 
Adininistmti n, have 1 iety, and des|>tui it their train, lending 

to the dip .pnlation by lligln of III h 4 , irt . f the pi ople. ml ions:,pun; ram ol a 
well-favoufetl district. 

Could the .Mohtuntned.ili population raplner the energy aml_ knowledge of the 
departin' Anniuinus, one eoitld uu,h island the extra' iilinary net.ions t>f tue . er.si.ia 
aitthoiitie, ; luil from what 1 have h, aril anil seen of the slovenliness of tiie former, 
aid,.' ,m! i.hetud hi their mi., 1 minlisiii, this ennnot he. Once, liter, fore, the 
Armenians departed.'tin Christian peasantry reduced lo penury, the district would lie 
utterly ruined. .... . . 

Tin* insane ami unpinTilriitcil sl.'iuglilcrof it few travelling A nuonians, just <*:trruid 
out llY till - (lO\'«T 1 ' . I •'ll' cVi '1 M.l' -'t . l. ir Mid I' 1 ' 1 - ' ' '■ ' l ^ 

appc:ir> lo llmm that door l»:is lir.-n opened to nil kinds of inqni.M lions, molestations, 
and otttr.i'- on tlie pvt of tln ir UUtiioritie- I'm the sole object of eiiriehing themselves 
rather tl.m eliinimitihg any disturbing inllucnei s from tin province, for j 
except sncli a** are caused h) In ' .,■ -1 1 'j *.’i«\ :: .1 • <i. ij.tion 

I Ijnfli . ; . 

rebel to Ibe l‘< *• (,Wruinen\ bus !. i ’ . ■ 1 l v : le•/■•,-J,::un,-ol-M. • 

for Armenia is, ;nd It*- now parading tie- villages, to tin* terror and loss tin r 
inliabitants, with \vu1!-uiiihmJ and mounted Kurdish robbers. 

Unless tin Central (ioverument awakes to its r p • uMhilitie.s in t * 11 ; 1 ■-i 

Salmas, and ducks the evil deeds and disposition.- of its fund ioimrics, net- will shortly 
be committed wbieb will not i..il lo e.d! i , ■ an 1 hit.:, •ironger Ilian irieiullv interven¬ 
tion on the part of powerful neighbours. 

(Jit even side it i- one continuous ink of worrit . ,>,d sorrows on the pari "j 
Mussulmans*?)- well as Christians, mo t ili-ire-slul to bear, inasmuch as it is almost 
hopeless to expect of any remedy, umh- • .Min- eipm nces in Persia.Ijcie.g under¬ 
taken to sav llie situation. 

1 have. «£e. 

(%>.' <!) CECIL Ci. WOOD 


Sir A”. O'Conor h. to .U ; 


r,j. Dnnntir; ■*.) 


(No. ttes.) 

.\!v Lord, Constantinoyli 1 , hocemucr 29, lou . 

1 HAVE tin- honour to transmit > your Liirdslnp herewith ropy ol a desp m b 
which l have uceived li -in llci Majc-.y’ *Aning < • »; d Kr/uomn, ivleiring tt Hie 

strained relations existing between the V aii ano the Military Comuuiudaut el, in. 
vi.ayet. 

'I'lie reports sent by Her Majesty’ - Consular olliccr- m Asia Minor lor years past . .»u 
given very numerous in-tanees of a similar situation in other coses. 

The real government of the country appeal to 1 m in the hands ot the mili eux 
authorities, who me vigorously supported by the Palace in t.ic policy of thwarting the civu 
officials. 

1 have, &t. 

(Sinnedi N. U. O’CONOK 
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Inclosurc in No. 79. 

Major Massy to Sir N. 0* Conor. 

Erzeroum , November 14, 1898. 

I HAVE received further information from our Dragomen at Bitlis J6 to the 
8th instant, which doe, not mention any massacre in the town ot tilths, but which leads 
me to apprehend a disturbed time in those parts until heavy snow tmpedes general 
communication about a month hence. 

The Turkish population is excited. ,his 

Amongst the band of revolutionary Armenians, headed by Scrap, which started this 
disturbance one Artucuinn had I lit civ come Irom llussia. 

On taking over charge of this important frontier post, n appear, to me of importance 
to mention the following matter to your Excellency:— > M n, u . 

SSStf Hu" Xl«"!.‘lr7^‘kkifol'ir.wfrs. amOhereforc m, i^Y 

Ruouf Pa,!,., desires their piinishteent, Mihmct All Pasha, unde, utders, no t ni.li . 

Zckki Pasliii, v.'Ik, befriends the Kurds, docs not exercise ttiuoli pressure through the 
minilivc measures resorted to l»y bis soldiers. , r . 

1 T|,, re--id, is that the Kurds are now doing very much what they p case, m- I ,c> 

are not more aggressive, it is owing to the tear entertained by dokk, I asha and Mohme, 

PesbaOf adverse reports on the part of Raoul'Pasha. ,. 

Tile matter has -,ee„ rendered more serious owing to eerton, rtctonm, .he*,.bject 
of finance between the civil ami nibUtry authorities, and Kaouf m-d Melimct All ar 
no lon-er uu speaking terms. This gives rise to a situ.iti;,,, winch may u ttm itety b « • ne 
most serious, ilumld it continue, for the Kurds, sure ol secret **11^™^'; *%, 
heads, mav break out any day into open insurrection. Ay, », ‘hoy an. «• 
teeth cun viug good European rifles, although certainly of •• somewhat old 
three ot lour belts filled will, rifle cartridges, although it is against the law to g< 

"""rhev pull up whom they will on the highways, and nothing is said or done to them. 

I,.jo ni uiv ihstricts Government officials dare not penetrate. , , . 

\, Zek!,i Pasha i, still supposed to have considerable 1 alace influence,perhnps through 

*• r i ; vi ti-on-MHj'-iihm in these |>arte,it apinars to be buta.questum of tune untd 

tooun>a ugoisto the wall in his .ptarrel with Mel,met .Mi Pas'a, and I should not be 
s ,r “rise ■, v duv to hear of his resignation. He would be a very; senous loss a. the 
Km-d would then become masters of the hunt,on. It ... tor tins reason that I am 
.W ons of '.Mlrahu^g to bring Raottf and .Melunc, Pashas together a r un, and of 
Itehiu - up till, regrettable and foolish state of friction. A - a now comer, u»|«rt.al t» 
l„ )t |. | ,„av he fortunate- enough to bring about tins happy result, and ' no 

cumddcring'the best means to be adopted. I shall report agatu. m due course, to you, 

^“b n S^Sl^T"uS'Raouf ..my be accordetl all possible support, 

8h °f ntSmi^hSXa guuemi report on the subject of the Hamidieh cavalry, 
hull, with velereuee to .be general Kurdish question as well as oa tlnnr value purely Iron. 

“ ""' l am estahlisdd’ig'cltanncU of communication throughout my Consular 'bstmct »imdur 
to those I Imd at Adana, in order to make certain ol tile earliest and most accurate 
mation reaching me on ull subjects ol importance. 

(Signed) ‘ ’ P. H. H. MASSY, 

Her llritnnnic Majesty s Consul. 
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No. 80. 

Sir .V. O'Conor In Ihr Marquer* of Salisbury.—(fititited December 12.) 

Constantinople , December 7,1898. 

' y WITH reference to mv despatch No. 003 of the 10th ultimo, reporting the .tens 
which ' ail , cached me as to the difficulties of the '1 urkisli troops in the \ omen, 1 have the 
honour to 1, 'oriii vonr Lordship that the Turkish press has pub ished 0 telegram from the 
Vnli of Yemen announcing the capture of Shalnl and Fault (in the neighbourhood ofQufl) 

l,t | . onl i rnic< | |,v the Minister of War in conversation with 

M Mnrinitseh. His Excellency stated that the Commander-in-chiefof the ( 7'h Avm> 
Corns cl the head of a division consisting of sixteen battalions, attacked the rebels at their 
I,emloiiiarters and routed then with comparatively small loss. Tins vtetorv. said h,s 
Kxeellcnev, secured the military occupation of Htuljeli and lladjui and the .strongholds ol 
tholl'douin Anilis at Shamil, as well as the chief positions in the dwtnet Qttfl. 

Tl.cv places ire situated east of Lohcin, in the district where the rebellion lust broke 
out Their oec.ipati.il. docs not imply that the rising of the tribes between Sana and 
dcida. nr in tie southern districts, has been quelled, for this purpose, tin r.irktsh 
o™. mnent will have make more erious saeiiliees. especially u, view of the entire 

' ,l i .. ,. he in i position to furnish vonr Lordship with fuller information as to 

***** I have, Sic. 

(Signed) N. It. O'CONOR. 


No. SI. 

Sh' V (YCourt'' '<• the Marquess of " lishunj. — (line rived December 1-.) 

I 1 / 1 . Containtinoplc, December 8, 1808. 

! \ ’in \ -1 .ilcli No. .'>7(5 of the .?n! ultimo ! hw\ the honour to communicate to vuur 
! i;. Or. lklck’s narrative of the nuirdernu* assault marie upon him m the nc^hbour- 
houf! ol’ V hv llnmiilieh Kurds. . , , r; .. . 

* ill, t#iv reported to vonr Lordship, 1 instructed Her MnjisH * \ i< u nt 

V u iit lla neciai request of the German Kmbnssy, to keep me fully mhmnedol the 
w |,ieh .i-lit be Inker, to carrv out tbc promise made by the Sultan to the German 
Ambassador that the criminals should lie brought to justice, and that compensation would 

Fnmi'lhc nmorts which I have since received from Van it would appear that the \ ah 
.. ut nut an officer mill fifty men to capture Dr. Beick’s nssailants. but wiihout result 
II ,-srhi Pnslni (of whose complicity in the assault there seems to lie no doubt) was 
r, | finv, telegraphed to Zeki Pasha (the (' mi,lander ol Hie Ith Army Corps, and 
ml,. „f chief org uii/.era of the llmuidich cmnlry) asking whether the guilty putties 
Xn I ■ riven up. At the same time, - fl'otts w, re made to throw the I.lame, tor the 
I , „ . e of llnsseln Kassiin I’asbii, who lied, in con equenee, to Persm. I lie 

V.ffi I .owed himself willing to dn Ids best to arrest the criminals, lmt without the 
,'/i' In- iiti'-ars to be lu'litlr^. lie oven orduicd tlu. nr. »nt of 

ih. ' v'in v.Uh tluil of Timur, another llmnidjeh lcmkr, but his orders were not ruined out, 

. , • ,i , . t • l'vt’fU'sK ir*jiin>t the IvunL. and that until Hussein I aslui 

u'luaVived from the district .... decisive stq, will be taken to exact punishment for this or 

me. .filter eni.iv^ | J ^ i^.^ Jit'''|i'iVu c-l X ■ !,V the Palace, and lias systematically 
opposed successive Vuiis in tlieii .•utlooviiurs to render the llamidteh cavalry amenable to 
the onbmtiy btw^ Till mul Pashas, I have the liuuour to inclose copy of a 

Mcnmiaadum prepared bv Captain Elliot, Iron, which h appears that, having no more 
Xncv to Grille with, there is a possibility that Hussein nil. be brought injustice. 


It would appear, moreover, from a notice published in tlie^pre»^|lo that 

Swffi“ 0 JhS«t’Stv4u,a. 

Government is making some efforts to check the license of these irregula, bands. 

(Signed) ' N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 81. 

Memorandum on Captain MaanteW* tele.,ram from Van, Med Norembrr 27. 1S9S. 

more so' as lie finds Ids own position somewhat delicate. visit to 

Hussein Pnslni has doubtless been put to great expense ol , #s 

Constantinople), mid this fresh trouble will pos.-ih \ tax ns ( ^uVl'ist.!el and cannot nave 
Ik I,as MpieL/.eil all be call out of Anaeniau, and En ds 1 * ^ XX.i at-.. of course, 

mud, to fall back on When la. present suppbe.s give o. . He ^ |iiwuci:s , <*,„ 

lose bis friends with the miner to pal them. A. „• , mv «l this year, 

merely cuiijcctum, but he lues been grinding the people of his distiii.t 'cry 

nccmdtyor 

.. 

Decree as was decided on about the licginmiig of tins yearoi the end "I la • , , 

" 'J 1 .. 1 ' . ‘ iXh'™ 1 “X’Xenvof'lUissein Pasha's, wl„: 

ixXdXJ'Tbis hi^r:,^ ;,lt,Kk,m 

* ** 

hl, ‘' S'^e ;:,^ro‘HorSyX^lX ' X;s , Sea ,, o» , V’^ 

Pashas—Hussein, liinin, and las! and least 1,a 'Jn1v t t!ie oe >nl hut >o the Turkish 
month ago, it would Ik? an immense benefit not uni) to tnv l l » 

Government. (Si-ncd) G. S. ELLIOT, Captain, B.E., late 

VicfCoiutul, Can. 

Count(t ii tiuoph'i November JW), 18l)S. 


No. 82. 

tiir S. O'Conor to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Reived December 12.) 

(Nm. 012.) Constantinople , December 8, 1808. 

% yh. -clerenee to m.vdc^cbNo.m 

1 rimls 

by Captain Elliot, who has just 

“SHiSEsr w 5 ra? 



so 


bridge across the Aras is completed, and railway communication to the district cast of the 
plateau of Van is in working order, the Russian Government will have no interest in 
fomenting a revolutionary movement on a large scale, although they may not be averse to 
a continuance of the anarchic condition of things now existing in the north-east of Asia 
Minor. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOK. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 82. 


(No. 27.) 

Sir, 

l HAVE the ho i 


Majoi Mitsui] to Sir X. O' Conor. 

Erzeroum, November 21,ISPS. 

i to repeat as follows the substance of the information received 


.lav from our Dragoman at Ditlis:— 

« r n»e town is quiet now; but in the villages the Kurds are plundering, although the 
(Jovernnnut trie;, to stop them. 

‘Tie revolutionists art five still, and increase in number. They have now four 
Irinin-. >>,. Strop, of Akhlat Cn/.u, near Hitli;. The re>t are Russian Armenians; one 
lately came Horn Russia, the other two, who were in other parts of the vilayet tor a year 
past, have now approached Ritlis. 1 hear they expect more hands from Russia. I shall 
give furt! , inl’mii .ition by m-xt post.” 

This report i* somewhat ’.ague, giving no numbers or very exact detail?. 1 am 
instructing this Dragoman as to the particular- which should be embraced in his reports, 
and I !rust that 1 may be able to give vour Excellency more exact details in future. 

In convolution with the Ciovenm. -CE acrid ' f Kt/.croum this day his Excellency 
expressed himself lover, dc-poudcnt on the piu.-pett- of quiet and security, if not for the 
n< at future, at least in tile s; ring, with the reopening of communications. Me say* that 
the Kunis, under existing circumsiimees, n m..>i i> ot the situation, and all kinds of 
excesst. me to 1.: feared. Moreover, he lidded, Russiu desires that the disturbed state 
should continue in these pars, ;md she is certain t-. k-.cp on providing funds ami leaders 
lor llii-e foolish revolutionary bauds. 

Within 7 or 8 miles of Erzeroum part of u large caravan to Persia was plundered 
three or four day- ago, some hales of English goods being carried oil'. In speaking of this 
to the (■ iu niur-( leueral, while a--uiiug me of his regret, and that all possible steps for the 
recovery of tin goods had been taken, he said he laid but little hope ol this being effected, 
lie knew what tribe bad committed the robliciy, hut as the Kurds were practically 
indept a \ at of proper control, it e.ould he v.ell nigh impossible to follow them up through 
their nu;i territory. 

With rel'enucc to this unsatisfactory slate of r.IYuirs, I would respectfully sugges. taut 
no action he taken at present, The situation docs not appear to be much more serious 
than usual of late; it is practically non mil, and heavy snow having now fallen, we may 
hope for a comparatively undisturbed spell of several months. Moreover, any action might 
render more acute tlu* pre-cat strained relations between the civil and military authorities, 
ns each would east the blame on the other. 

1 mention it < hicliy . - casting an intv u sliu, light on the Kurdish question, iu which 
your Excellency, l am sure, takes a keen interest and feeling, as I do, that the present 
situation in Kurdistan is likely to devcioj, sooner or later, into one of the most eventful :u 
the fate of this Empire. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. II. II. MASSY, 

I lei Britannic Majesty's Consul. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 82, 

Major Massi/ to Sir X. O'Conor. 

(No. 2!*.) 

Sir, Erzcrourut November 28,1808. 

I HAVE received further information of the recent disturbances at Bitlis, which 
practically confirms what I have ulreadv reported to your Excellency on this subject. 

it would appear that the whole matter wr.s started bv Russian revolutionary 
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Armenians, who were joined by somo 

massacre would have taken place m Bitlis but Ah PwhMDO ^.wmy ^ of 

si"$ni ilw—***- *»*• 

a - *—-- 

their indulgent treatment hy Zeki Pasha. 

(Signed) P.H.H. MASSY 

Her Britannic Majesty s Consul. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 82. 

Memorandum respectimj Correspondence regardimj Incnrmn * of Armenians from K«sm. 

Kurils, who are rendering existence unendurable it not impossillie lor 

. 

it is impossible lor thorn to make a long stay over the troul I • Kor(lzi) , ncar Van, 

termi*natedln the^mmu'icr^tlmt^nppenrod* to me mi* tf 

IV 

.«». 

sense and moderation he exorcised hy the Turkish authorities. ltussin to 

A German traveller, named Uohrbaeh, and >"««* “»» “ Van In,mjtiass, 
inspect the work ul the American Missions m l , () rov return, I heard 

there; it was some time in September, aslar as I .™nrecoect On n* at^ ' 9u(|(|onl 

-■ *. v* ... *. 

iftss ~.'sr*^ SSSf s 

' jvitt gsacg ss& 

sw^^saWjtfi- ttxszas 

had rubbed or beaten him. Me replied that ascertain the deposition of 

vcrnii'l, portion for him ”«J^ 11 ' ‘,1Vv* nm\ \'a at'^hult!^uMu^revelatiotis -evenl 
As .» lVMilt, l Uhl ,, • -Ji*. Muuks. who, mi K ing -ubj.rt. 1 t«» a 

z; 2SS3E2& .-Sffcw. ... *'«• -.■■ If 11 
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band of twenty-five. One of these* had fallen sick, seven had returned, and owing to 
other casualties about fourteen only remained: the figures I give from memory and am 
not certain of. On their way in they had killed a Kurd or two. They left the arms 
they were bringing in ..t Kordzot, near Pcrigri, about 14 hours distant from Van, and 
came into the gardens. The Menkslu, on being questioned privately b\ thcVali, divulged 
when* the arms had been hidden, and was sent out with some police officers and mounted 
moil to point out the place. All the arms were found, many of them pretty badly rusted. 

I forgot the numbers, hut they were Berdans Martinis, and flio present Russian magazine 
rifle. There were also bandoliers with cartridges, haversacks, water-bottles, and a sort of 
uniform cap affected In the revolutionists. The Vali sent for samples from the arsenal to 
show me. He had previously shown them to the Russian Vice-Consul, who had token the 
numbers of flu rifles. Of tfn* fourteen (?) who hud come over all but three or four were 
arrested about the time I speak of. The Vali told me that he was convinced that the 
people did not sympathize with their objects, that lie was suspicious ot two or three 
Armenians, hut was not going to take any further steps for the present. One of the 
suspicious characters, he said, was his own servant. 

It is worthy of note that the party sent to Kordzot, among whom were several 
notorious rascals, behaved in a perfectly correct manner and gave no cause for complaint, 
thanks to llu* strict orders Tahir Pasha hud given them before starting to he careful. 
Thus tiii- attempt to i’c-t>tahlish a Tashmak (or liuutchak, 1 am not now cot.tin which) 
Committee in Van failed altogether of its object, and the Armenians saw they could 
trust the Vali to protect them from outrage, provided they kept clear ol the 
revolutionists. 

Tuliir Pasha displayed judgment .or! common sense in dealing with this mutter. He 
has doubtless orders to keep the vilayet quiet. He informed me that he had so far found 
Zeki Pasha willing to meet his views in everything. 

The outcry against the Mushir, though it did not procure his removal, has not been 
altogether without insults. 

I have been told that Tahir Pasha is ••gevshek," /.<*., lacks firmness. It is not 
improbable that, he i- and in dealing with the Kurdish question which is now very much 
it* the fore in Van, I fear lie may tnd in this most requisite qualification. Tile difficult 
position of any provincial Governor in face of Palace intrigues must, however, he borne 
in mind. 

As regards the altitude of the Russian authorities towards these incursions. 1 cannot 
think that they in any way connive at or sanction them, at any rate not the higher 
authorities. Armenians are disliked in the Caucasus by the Government, and, 1 think, by 
the people. 

It is not likely that such unreliable instruments would be made use of for political 
purpose>, the more so as Russia evidently does not want matters precipitated in that 
qu uti r. Her railways t< the frontier arc not completed and will not In* for another two 
or thsee years. It is intended to bridge the Aras at Iulfa, and by that time, no doubt, it 
will he announced that they have obtained railway Concessions in Azarhijan. When 
Azarhqau has been absorbed, or when these railway** are complete, Russia will he ready lor 
the next forward move towards the Gulf on the one sale and the plains of Mesopotamia 
and the hunks of the Tigris on the other, her position then enabling her to turn the Hunk 
of the mountains forming the southern wall of the Armenian plateau. 

It can hardly be anticipated that before this time the state of Turkey will have 
ceased to afford pretexts for interference. It rather looks as il before then interference of 
home hurt will he imperatively necessary. 

It may appear at first sight strange that armed hands of revolutionists can march at 
will uerovs the frontier into Turkey. It must, however, he remembered that Russia has a 
very large open land frontier, and'to keep small parties of individuals from slipping across 
this is exceedingly difficult. The numbers ot these bands are generally ridiculously 
exaggerated. They usually consist often, fifteen, twenty, or thirty men. and they pick up 
a few villagers sometimes as they go along, 'flint hundreds of men collect in any one 
place I do nut believe. 

I think it, however, likely that the petty official*, on the fiouticr, though not liking 
Armcniuuh very much,* sympathize with their wrongs and feel naturally indignant when 
tiny hear the -lories of suffering and ill-trcatincnl that they are constantly doing I torn 
refugees ftoru Turkey. They me thus perhaps not over zealous when they hear that 
p.uln> of Armenians are about to cross the frontier to try and get even with the 
Kurds. 

• N it.* at rail. 




Another point too is that the Armenian community, though not favourably regarded, 
has an influence in the Caucasus that money with energy to baek it can always command; 
and they doubtless find means of preventing the police* in Tiflls and elsewhere tram being 
unnccissnrily vigilant. 

i think too that the power and ability of the Russian Government and Russian 
officials are over-estimnted. The present state of the Caucasus, where travelling 
on the post toads is. at times, most unsafe, is such as would not long he tolerated 
on our Indian frontiers, where the resources at the disposal of our officers are less, and the 
inhabitants every hit ::s turbulent, and the country as difficult. 

It is with deference that I submit these* views which I have been lend to form bv 
conversation with Russians (colleagues and others), and what 1 saw nod heard whilst 
travelling in Turkey, Persia, and the Caucasus. 

(.Signed) G. S. ELLIOT, Captain, R.E ., late 
Vice-Consul, I an. 

Constantinople, November 30, IS98. • 


Sole .—Since writing the above, I noticed an article in the “Levant Herald" of the 
30th November (p. 1), headed “ Brigandage in the Caucasus,” which fully bears out this 
statement. 

G. S. E. 

December 1, 1898. 

Captain Elliot might have added that a large number of the smaller police officials of 
the Caucasus me Armenians, and in sympathy with revolutionary movements in Turkey. 
With regard to the question of connivance, it is. of course, true that it would he extremely 
difficult to prevent smnil Armenian hands from crossing so long and difficult a land 
frontier, hut the smuggling of Russian military rifles and the collection of funds for 
revolutionary purposes in Russian territoiv are points deserving of explanation. 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 

Constantinople, December 2, 1898. 


No. 83. 

The Mn rtf ness of' Salishun/ to Sir M. Dura ml. 

(No. 109.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 181)8. 

I HAVE received from Mr. Wood a copy of his dcsjuitch to you of the ith 
ultimo, reporting the circumstances of the massacre of nine Armenians by the forces 
of tin* Governor of Khoi and Salmas. 

If you have not already done so, I request that you will call the attention of the 
Persian Government to tin* conduct of Zerguum el Mulk on this occasion. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 84. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess o f Salisburij.—(Received December 19.) 
fNo. f>17.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 12, 1898. 

WITH reference to mv despatch No. 505 of the 25th September lust, I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship a further despatch on the subject ot the Russian 
and French Missions to the Nestorians. 

The French Mission does not appear to have the success which was hoped for. The 
Russian Mission is established at Urmia, across the Persian frontier, and is reported to 
he steadily hut slowly making converts. 

Captain Maunsell points out the evident advantage which would accrue to the 
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-Russians if the Xcstorinns, who are a warlike people, able to bold their own against the 
Kurils, were to be gained over to the Orthodox faith. . t> 

These people hold the mountain district between the lSiths and Kama lasses, 
through one or other of which (in Captain Maunscll’s opinion the latter) must run the 
Russian line of communication between Transcaucasia and Mesopotamia 

1 have communicated acopv of Captain Maunaell s despatch to Sir M. Durand. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. R. O’COX OR. 


IncloHurc in No. Si. 

Captain Mutt use 11 to Sir xV, O'Conor. 

32 ’^ Van, November 23,1S9S. 

I HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of Captain Elliot’s despatch 
No. 25 of the 13 lh October last, regarding Russian religious Missions to the Nestorians of 
Urmia, that the priests are now installed in Urmia, and are active in enrolling the names 
of those who wish to become Orthodox. 

The Mission consists of three members (one priest, one monk, and one deacon), 
Mar Voiian, and some Syrian adherents of last year; much smaller than the large 
Mission with resident Consul which was hoped for by the Syrians, and promised last 

'flic" Mission are not making much stir, hut confine themselves to steady work. 
There are, of course, difficulties with the .Moslems, caused by the over-elation ot tile 
Syrians at receiving what they think is Russian protection, and considerable demand* 

have been made on their Consul at Tubroez. . . 

It is said they arc provided with money to build two churches: one m Urmia 
and another in Superghnii, the centre of the Xnzluchni district, and the sent of Maryonan, 
a bishop whom they won over last year, and who is with them now. 

They do not intend to make the conversion to the Orthodox religion too suddenly, 

as I hey accept part of the Xcstorian rites and books. , . 

They have not vet commenced operations in Turkey, hut I have no doubt they 
intend doing so directly their position at Urmia is a little more secure. 

In connection with this question, M. Mncfsky, the Russian \ lec-Consul ot >nn, 
immediately on his return from leave in Russia a month ago, left for a tour in the 
Ncstorian districts south east of Julitmerk, with a view ot* investigating the proceedings 
of the French priests from Van who were engaged in converting the Nestorians U> 
Roman Catholicism, lie appears to have travelled about the neighbourhood mentioned, 
and no doubt look steps to prepare for the advent ot the l.rima Mission among the 
tribes. On returning here a week ago, and only waiting two days, he left again tor Bitlis 
to inquire into the recent disturbances and extermination of a hand of Russian Armenians 

nKr °The results of the French Mission, consisting of Wre dc Franco from here, and 
IN rc Jacques from Mosul, have not been very successful, and they have not made many 

C """'fhey commenced by winning over Nimrud, u consul of Mur Shimun, a most 
plausible scoundrel, who certainly did a great deni of mischief among these ignorant 

m ° Thinking themselves now under French protection, about the middle ot September, 
the men ofTiari district milled u number of sheep from llnjji Agbn, n llartoshi nuinud 

Kurd, then in the mountains west of Lcwin. 

The lutter promptly retaliated by pillaging and burning seven villages ot tile Lewm 
district, killing altogether fourteen persons, mostly old women and children, who could 
not escape from the Haines. , . , ,, , . ,... „ 

There is no doubt that the Tiari men were brought m by those of Lcwin at Nimrud s 
instance to mid HllHi Aglio’s sheep. 

The Mutcssarif of Uasbkala and Mar Shimun both went to Lcwin and spent some 
time investigating, one good result being Hint Nimrud was cast into prison, where lie 

Mill t)ie Musliir of Hie -lili Army Corps at Erzingan, interfered to protect 

IRi jjj Agbn. be being a lliimidie officer of a recently raised regiment. 



Zekki Pasha is said to have telegraphed to the Mutcssarif as follow : — 

“ The rights of officers must be respected. You will know wliat to do. . 

ITodji Aglta received no punishment, and left for bis winter quarters in tile lgtis 

B “ M "l may add that ill this and in other matters Mar Shimun lias been receiving the 
support of the Government, although they have been oppressive regarding the collection 
of tribute from the villages. 

I have written to Mr. Browne at Koclianncs, informing him that I shall always tic 
willing to support Mar Shimun with the Vali of Van; but that, in lace of Russian and 
French encroachments, he must show more energy in supporting the rights ot his poop e. 
and less timidity in approaching Government officials. . .. n . 

In connection with the increasing advance of Russian influence m the Persian 
Province of Azerbaijan. I venture In put forward Hie following remarks on toe objects ot 

8UOh Tho'uUcrior aim of Russian advances in these countries may lie assumed to be an 
effort to obtain a foothold at the bead of the Persian Gull, moving by the line ol least 

resistance" to attain stuili an object. ,1 

There are only two routes by which they can move from the rans-Cauca.sua on the 
head of the Persian Gulf:— 

1. Bv the Pitlis Pass, the Tigris Valley, Mosul, ami Haddad. 

2. B'v the west shore ot Uke Urmia, into the upper Imam of the Lesser Ai\U Kiser, 
down the valley of that stream, by Panin, Koui Samljak, and AUun Kcupii to 

^To utilize the first route they would have first to defeat the military power of Hie 

1 " To employ the second they would only have to encounter the feeble military forces 
of Persia; preparations by means of religious Missions and other diplomatic measures 
are perhaps easier to carry out in Turkey than in Persia. . ... 

When they entile to cros- the Turkish trontier near Raimi, in the Lesser /.all \ all. y, 
they would have obtained an important position from which to turn the I iirktsli defences 
of the Bit li -Puss, and would probably be able to reach the ligrta without encountering 
much further opposition, ut least from the Turks. 

The advantage of having a friendly Nestonan population on their flank m the 
momitailUi between the Bitlis and Itania Passes is, ol course, obvious. 

Roth the routes by llitlis and Runia are practicable tor military purposes, and are 

"'"“The nmuntainoU* nature of the intervening country preclude* passage at other 

‘"’""prom Erivan to Bagdad by the Bitlis Pass is 7W miles, but the Tigris navigation 
can lie Utilized to assist for n considerable distance. ,,,,, 

From Erivan to Bagdad by Urmia and Rama is GJO *nde>, the Lesser/n a 
Tigris Riven bring callable of "navigation for n considerable portion ot this distance 
also. T . ,, 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) F. R. MAUN SELL 


No. HO. 


Sir N. & Conor to i/r Man/new of Salisbury.—(Received December lit.) 


(No. B.M.) 

My Loyd, 


Conninaiuopie, December It, lri»S 


V Wrril reference to my despatch No. dir. of Hit 2*rd ultimo, I have the honour to 
inform vour L ndsliip Hint i luivu received n further dc-pate h from Damascus, reportiug 
the olllein! entry of Djevad Pnabu, formerly eommanding the urkisli troops in Crete, 
and now Commander of the nth Army Corps. 

His predecessor appears not to have received any other post os yet, which silo 
t|,o baste with which Djovad Pnslui’s transfer was proceeded with. 


1H1"J 


See Uu.itc 108, my Miliury Uqtort on Turkey in Alia, IttH. 










1 learn that instructions were sent from the Palace to forbid his having any inter¬ 
course with the German Emperor. His known freedom of speech and disapproval of the 
Sultan’s policy in Crete are sufficient reasons for this prohibition. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOIt. 


Sir X. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Kn-ired December 10.) 

(No. 652.) 

jjy Lord, Constantinople, December 11, 1808. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 601 of the 14th ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah, stating that Colonel Muzhar Hey, the murderer of Padre 
Salvatore, who had been appointed Acting Muhafiz at. Medina, has been recalled either 
to Tail' or to Mecca. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOIt. 


Inclosuro in No. 86 . 

Consul Den i/ to Sir S. O’ Conor. 

(No. 122.) 

Si,-. Jeddah, Xoemnber 28, lNUS. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 110, Confidential, of the 14th ultimo, 
announcing the departure of Colonel Muzhar Hey to take up temporarily am appointment 
a, Medina, 1 have the honour to report that Colonel Mi Hey, Commandant of the 
troops at Jeddah, was sent from here • supersede his follow officer on the 
10 th instant. 

It appears certain that Colonel Ma/.lmr Hey was recalled forthwith, and ordered to 
return to Tail' or Me cat as before. 

The new Mtihnfix for Medina may, prolmhly, have been already approintod, and 
the Fnrik, Osman Pasha, has arrived here to-day. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. P. DKVKY. 


Sir A r . O’Co nor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Recelnil December 27.' 

(No. 058.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, December 21, 1S*)S. 

IN my predecessor's despatch No. 26J of tin* 15th April, 1897, the circumstances 
were related under which a breneh Company obtained a concession for a railway Inmi 
Damascus to Hiredjik, with a kilometrie guarantee at the rate of 520/. n kilometre. 
As Sir Philip Currie informed your Lordship, the Turkish Government when they 
had mode themselves better acquainted with the conditions of the enterprise refused 
to confirm the concession, and as compensation were forced by the French Govern¬ 
ment to pay the Company an annual sum guaranteed on the tithes of the district. 

On the 12th instant Tewflk Pasha, in the course «>f a desultory conversation, 
informed me at length or the details of Ibis transaction. The sum, In* said, which the 
Government had been forced to pay was C T. 65,000 annually for five years, which 
the French Government insisted on as compensation for the prospective profits which 
the Company had lost (according to their estimation) by the annulment of tho 
Contract. , „ , ,, . . .. 

His Excellency spoke very sorely of the action of the I*reach Government in this 
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matter, and characterized their conduct, as a monstrous imposition upon » weak 
Power. A sum of 20,000/. would, lie said, have been ample compensation lor all 
trouble and expenses incurred by the Company. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOR. 


No. 88. 

Sir X. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 27.) 

Mv ford ^ Constantinople, December 21,1898. 

1 y WITH reference to my despatch No. 638 of the 7tl«.instant, i have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received Irom Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah respecting the condition ol atlairs in the 1 emeu. 

(Signed/ 1 l C> ^ X. K. O’CONOR. 


Inciosuru in No. 8s. 

Consul Dicey to Sir X. O'Conor. 

(No. 1-6.) Jeddah, December 2, 191)8. 

^ RKKKllltlNG to ...y No. U0of tho 3-tth August, I have the honourto state 

tlml the town mill .i«i*tlil...urli...«t of liodoidu appear- 1° " burly , l“ c ’ th V 
tl.en.-o to Smut is open. I'nmiiiw seem to In.vo been loll U--1 ti..Men.aim Id 

I,rent ...it in the vicinity of Iteil-el-Kukil .....I in districts east and south u 1 odo < , bat 
none liave taken pb.ee yet. nor. >o far ns I eun judge. is there any real .. t o or ul .m. 
Tile tribes of A-sir were also Imlf-expeete.l to make some stir m support ot the rebel , 
more llartieularly perhaps in the noigllbonrb.. of Cumtidab, bat no suel. move,neat has 

, 'n"e'' l re™!r'remah,a purely local, and lias been mainly confined, smCCtlte brst 
ineident at Hajur, to the vicinity ofKoll, and the mountain countrynorth ol am . 

With respect to the rmnour that the Imam llnmid ; ud ; l>„. bad been“ 

to send in Ids .. it would appear that the 'larks lutd aeon 1 ' ."Vrln 

on a vigorous campaign during the summer, but now that the j the Musliir 

tbev may be adopting: a more peremptory course ot action. At ull o « ,’ ' ( 

Abdullah Pasha was proceeding to the disturbed districts near .M el ■ , 1 a alio t a m a 
ago, where the troops bad surroimdeil and were attacking a bill " Ur V' > , . , }, 
sbmed ami held by u considerable number of Arabs also heard all II.de da lJ 
young Stair Colonel, lately arrived from Constantinople bad been .at vfffhUk »bUp 
before while going up the country, and -ndere.i a loss of some - j 

Circaassian General of llrignde, Ahmed, who was sent to tho tont ju^t after “in 
disturbance oecurred, received a bullet wound some weeks ago, but w„s not seriously 

,1Urt AVilb reference to the deportation of a wealthy Arab merchant of HotUeda. 
El Ilarazi (ri./e my despatch No 40 of the Kith May), this man remained only a ■lew*veeks 
in Uedi.iv, during which time be visited Mecca, and then returnedto 1 de la \ gar 
renort asserts that lie expended some 4,000/. m bribes here, and seat 10.WJ0I. more 
to Constantinople. On the Kill, ultimo, bo bad been summoned: as a po . J™ 1 ) ,r '|" 
once more to Sana; bis friends were making pretence ol bedtevmg t at t ho Va ma 
merely caused bis arrest as a blind, and that the Turks were wllich i' 

upon arrival at Sana, and avail ot bis influence among tho count } 1 1 > 

chiefly due to bis wealth and large commercial transactions with them, Yc nien • 

1 regret to draw attention again to the wretched condition P . 
many districts have been suffering from partial famiue for ncnrlj ) 1 ' ( j t 

have, been slaughtered wholesale; of the large stores of gram 

to llodeida, only a very small proportion lias been earned to «Slricts. 

owing to the almost total want of transport, nml to the disturbed state ol tl e coun y. 
No camels can be procured at llodeida, ami the half-fuuusbed tubesmea bate lately 










begun to come in small numbers into the town, where frsc distributionsof food arc 
made two or three times a-week. Step-; had been taken lor forwarding provisions for 
the troops from various points on the const. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 0. P. DEYEY. 


Sir .V. O'Conor lo fh Marquess of Sttlisblinj. ( Itrcf'vnI Duembrr 27.) 
fXo. (103.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December. 21, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to v nr I.mdship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Ter Majesty's Vice-Consul at Khnrput, respecting the 
prospect of distress during the winter in that province. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. It. O'CONOR. 


Iuclosurc in No. .si). 

Vice-Consul Jones to Si> X. O'Conor. 

(No. 37.) 

Sir, I\lmrjmt t December 0, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the prospect for the winter season in this 
province ; s, from accounts received from different sources, unfavourable as regards the 
condition of the poorer classes, ami more especially of those of Armenian nationality. 

In the first place the long continued drought, which has now lasted with but little 
intermission during several months, has brought about a considerable rise in the price of 
grain and fodder. The scarcity of the supply having been, 1 regret to say. rendered 
worse by the action of the tithe-fanners (“ muUe/.iinler ”) in agreeing together to buy 
up the tithes of the different villages at a low rate, each farmer taking a village for 
himself, knowing that none of his comrades would endeavour to outbid him, and then 
holding back the grain at the present time s«. as to raise the price to the public. 

The hardships resulting from this seal city of grain are felt by all but the privileged 
class referred to, whether Mussulmans or Christians, but in the case of the Armenian 
population the outlook is still worse, a.-> there ir> a fear that the authorities will this winter 
demand payment of the military conunututto.. tux (“ hedeli nskeri") which, since the 
recent trouble . has not been enforced, in view of tlu* destitute condition of many of the 
Armenian peasants 

I am told that if this demand he insisted on, and the authorities accordingly distrain 
upon the few goods the peasants possess, the suffering must of necessity he very keen, 
it" the latter will in too many eases he on the point of starvation, apart from any demand 
being made upon them for taxes. 

A district which \mis mentioned to me as being especially in need of indulgence in 
this respect is tlmt of Charsntijnk. 

From those who are well acquain'cd with this district, I learn that the distress this 
winter is likely to he ns keen in intensity a it Inis been during the post two winters, 
hut it was added that it will not he "O wide-spread on this occasion, ns not a few o! the 
families then in a state of absolute destitution have lx en able to reco\or to some extent 
from the effects of the raids, and are tine in a condition to meet the difficulties of the 
winter season. 

In view of the probability of continued suffering from want of the necessaries of 
life in villages, still too numerous, it is perhaps to ho regretted that the Relief Assoc’ i- 
tion should have decided to withdraw it subvention". 

In ihe Immediate neighbourhood of the towns the state of things lms improved, 
and it is in the outlying district" that pressure is most keenly fell. 

1 venture, accordingly, most respectfully t submit that the issue of instruction* 
from the Central Government t<» the local authorities to forego the collection of the tax 
referred to, viz., the “ hedeli askeri," from the dc-titute villages, would confer a boon 
upon the peasants and probably, in the long run, benefit the authorities themselves, as 
the villages might tlm- he enabled to emerge from their present hopeless condition and 
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rise more rapidly lo a stuto ot relative prosperity, which would be the best guarantee for 
tliuir ability in the future to contribute tiicir share ol the taxes required by the 

Governinent. ^ ^ olmt|||in j ak> w hich has been recently disturbed by the 

feuds between the local magnates, Osman Bey and Arslan Bey, reported in my despatch 
No. 34 of theSOth October lust, 1 am informed that the disputants have again become 
reconciled lint it was added that the district in question would probably be greatly 
improved were the rival Beys exiled to another part of the Umpire. 

As u matter of fact, however, the Central Government seems to have but slight 
authority in that district, and possibly would tie unwilling to put it to the test by the 
adoption of utiy measures of that kind. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J FRANCIS JONES. 


Coimil-lienrrnl H ood to the Maryueea of Salisbury.—(Received December 2*.) 

Mv > Lonl Tabriz. December 10, 189B. 

' WITH reference to my despatch, marked Separate. Knlnsoar. ttli November, 
1 have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the copy °r a despatch 
anil inelosure which I have this day addressed Her Majesty s Minister at lehnin, 
forwarding photograph* of the heads of night of the Armenian travellers who wore 
massacred and then decapitated by the orders of tho Governor of Mint and Salmas. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOL. 


Consul-General Wood to sir A/. Durand. 

&0. Tabriz, December 10, 189K. 

ir ’ WITH reference to my despatch of the 4th ultimo, marked “ Separate, 1 ” from 
Salmas, in which 1 confirmed the news of the massacre of nine Armenians travellers 
bv the forces of the Governor of Khoi and that district, as already reported by 
telegrams,* I have now the honour to inclose copies of the photographs of the heads 
of the unfortunate victims or the Zorghauin*u)*Mulk.t ...... . . 

These photographs were taken, it is said, by the Zergliamn-uhMulk immediately 
after the decapitation lmd been effected,and l have only been able to obtain them with 

84,111 yII the reports 1 have received since my return to Tabriz confirm tho fact of no 
resistance having been offered by the victims of the Zerghaum-ul-Mulk. Hod the six 
men among them who were, as is usual with travellers in this country armed to the 
teeth chosen to show light, tho tables would undoubtedly have been turned, owing 
to the great loss of life they would have inflicted upon the armed rabble, led by tho 

Deputy Governor llmlji Ismail Khan. . 

l inn glad to riqnirt that aliortlv after my arrival at lahrix, I learnt tlmt the heads 
I,f the murdered men bad been delivered up to the Armenian community. 

I bis reasonable action, which must lie due to your Excellency a good ofllcos with 
the Central Government, has given much satisfaction to tlm Armenians. 

Oil the other hand. I have hail no information ns to wliat lias become of the two 
Armenians, wllo, perceiving that no mercy was to l.o expected front the Persians, 
managed to make their escape from the vineyard, where their companions eventually 
met their death; nor have I heard of any stops being taken to discover and punish the 
murderers of tlio peaceful and mueli respected man /nolle Mellkinn of Mnhlnm, 
together with his wit'o and daughthur; a crime which was committed on tho same 
day as the Armenians were slaughtered, whereby the strong suspicious generally 

* hllio'j,'™ brinjunvl with hi. hM4.hu 
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entertained in rnuniali and Salmas that their deaths had been brought about by the 
authorities themselves in order that they might be able to east a plausible accusation 
of criminality, bereafter, upon the Armenians, have been much augmented; a com¬ 
bination or purpose on the part of the authorities which my appearance in Salmas, 
and the consequent uneasy feeling it produced upon the mind or conscience of the 
Zergliaum-ul-Mulk, may have broken up or caused to he forgotten. 

As for the Armenian whose life was spared in order that lie should In; sent to 
Tabriz a> a trophy of victory, it seems that on arriving here be claimed Turliisli protec¬ 
tion, and was, therefore, handed over to the Turkish (,'onsiil-Goneml, who has forwarded 
him to Salmas, t<> !>• taken by Turkish zaptiebs t - llnshkahi on Turkish territory. 

Honours have been awarded, by telegram. the Zcrgbaum-ul-Mulk, as I bad 
reported, but ' an» glad t<» say that some of I lies'- were eventually withdrawn. I trust, 
however, tlmt the “sword of honour" whieli I hear has been awarded him at the 
request of our Governor-General, the Kmir Nizam, will not be allowed to reach his 
bands or those of the Kmir. and, further, that every elfort should he made to prevent 
his return, as Governor, to the scene of one of the most brutal nets which lias, so far, 
disgraced this portion of the Shah's dominions. 

Tiling are quiet, for the present, in the district of Salmas, although the Deputy 
Governor, Ifadji Ismail Khan,* who personally conducted the slaughter of tho 
Armenians, has b.vn left in charge of the Local Government, the Zerghaum-nl-Mulk 
having been called up t<> Tabriz, but tin* Persian llieinls in those parts have become 
somewhat uneasy at the view of their actions which my reports have brought about. 

From my knowledge utul experience theouly disturbing elements existing for some 
time past in ITumiali, Salmas, and even Tabriz, are the incapacity, creed, anil general 
worthlessness of the native functionaries, 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 

I'.S. Drcnnl'i f 12. I have reopened this despatch to report that one of m\ clerks 
lias seen, and conversed with, one of the two Armenian' who escaped from tho 
mnssaero and is in disguise in Tabriz. 

This man stated that lie and his party had no intention of disturbing the public 
peace, and of exposing, therefore*, their eo-rcligionists to further exactions ami troubles. 

C. G. \V. 


No. 91. 

•Nr N. O'Conor to l hr Man/uess of Salisbury.—(Reecirtil Deer in her 80./ 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 24, 1*98. 

I TRANSMIT lo$0ur Lordship herewith a McmoranUuiii drawn up at my desire 
by Mr. Clive Higlmm. Honorary Attache to this Embassy, on the present political situation 
in Palestine. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No, 91. 

Memorandum bu Mr. C. IHt/hum on the Political Situation in Palestine. 

IN* the early part of the present month I travelled through Syria mid 
Palestine, following more or less the route taken by Ilia Imperial Majc-ty the German 
Emperor. 

The condition of the country in its military and commercial aspects lias been 
fully reported on by Her Majesty's Consular otlicUU, hut the political situation 
in the Holy Land, of equal interest and importance, deserves, perhaps, no less 
attention. 

• I'li . iiniivniii.il ha* iUo <ip|ilir.i lor imrk* of favnie >nr lc» hravrrv ami •I'-votion to ilulv ami hail 
forwaiii«“' i i-ifi ill Ml tnmaix III our for I’urriyn \ffitir. H*r«\ ■♦tin. *<<d| track llir amount wiili a 

few • rr.et'MforwnH -cmark*.—C. <1 \V 
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The most active agent without doubt is Russia ami h he to her elfbrt» 1 avcbctu 
crowned will, such success that with her now rests the political supremacy I heWctcs 

she pursues arc inainlv eoncerncd with the protection and su|.. ot tilt Orthodox 

C-huH, ”,ieh. nominally directed by Greek Mates and 
pilgrims, and. contcipiently, mucli ol its revenue, Irom Russia. N« 
come yearly to Jerusalem from the vast plains between Moscow and the B nek Sea. am 
as their journey to and from the lloly hand, and their two or thighmonths u ™.'£ 
it only costs them almul 30 roubles (M.) n-heud, these numbersannua ly "'crease I s 
very ,j cap rate is the result of three cans s: firstly, the low railway and steam-bunt tardls 
ammlcd hv the l!n-sian Government to pilgrims; secondly, the abstemious lit. they 
lead eaclAiujilt exists for a few kope ks a-,'ay and. thirdly, the extensive hospitality 

at Jaffa Jeru-nle.ml Jcrielm ntforded hv the various Russian hospices, where lodging, 

medical attendance, religious instruction, and small doles of food and money are gtren 

Kr! “Tlic pilgrims are thus free to make their offerings to the Church, in this ease 

representedI by the|,. s . numerous. less pious, 

ex,rav"gnnt, do no. so readily eontrihatc their »hoU to the coffera ol one of Ihc.r 

n^Beatmtde, I.... Whom . had a long conversation in Russian^ 'he 

foreign language he knew, did not appear to appreciate the iiicronsmg get crostt) of 
major, any more than the diminishing piety of the minor, portion of he- I »k; ' 

Greek I trrimdox Chur. ..aid. , a- every year ..mural y heeoumu: n ^ » hum 

p, ,...,1 I„. even vuo I so far a- to assure me that it- tuturc prospeiitj would 0 m -> 
secured hvtl.e maintenance of the integrity of the Otto an Hmmrc : hut the over- 
nm • i, •' friendship ol Ru-sia is not only financial. Many of the Bishops, drawn from 
, ,. , "t, i nil v educated in Russia, hail from Mount A thus, where, 

Se' X"!? Vanlm'rn.or with its .. M..vile monks, whose 

lilii'iis and earvincs penetrate to every part ot Orthodox Christendom, each ot the ...any 
minor Greek foundations lias now it- few Slav inmates. Here, also, lit! "\ 0 th'c 

[ had met a Patriarch, hut in retreat, the eoii-e.piem-e ot a too unbending altitude to the 

'"''iCsla'vismin'“Macedonia supple,nets the religious !..«.«««, ..f .U- Holy 

and the Russians do not omit, by extending lheir comprehensive pro Ginn to 
I-melites, to add to their political bow a second string ol munoun -Ireugilj • 

The Heterodox faiths also nfl’ord considerable scope i«» tin d li_ J . . 

. . V, ,, rat „ lr „| 1 „ r .*Soeietv of Palestine," a missionary patriotic 

institution directed fro,n Mmemv. 

^Ri^lXtheh^^iil '"^^''™ 1 .."r """ "‘T 

of a protector, and have possible been stimulated by the W»lM*; « "‘latter 

.. 

alsdtiiti; hi;;Giver, to couedmte hoUiy^ u> of course,,ha, o. Rome, and tor the 

ias, fcw years the laitin inti. ta. 1«a-n »|.UIW 

aspirations ot Napoleon, hut absolutely l’ irn . ... « ra „ ce In tho 

t N u t miconuoi tod with this may he the dwmdl ug »ro> igo ot i unit iu uw 
I evant, whore her subsidized eommorce barely exists, while her 2**S"*E ‘ > * 






Poland discussing the Dual Alliance or anti-Semitism in perfect French afforded tood tor 

rd ’ C They all appeared to look forward to spending their lives in Palestine |nd not one 
seemed desirous of going back to his parents. Indeed, from all l could gather, the 
Israelite colonies, poor though they are, are animated by a really furvc " t re hgio^ apir^ 
and, well adapted as they are by nature to compete with the unstable Syrian or the 
indolent Arab in agriculture or commerce, they seem Ukeiy, at no distant date, to 
verify Lord lleaconsfield's prophecy, and prove an important factor in the solution ot the 

Fo/the moment, however, there is no doubt that the political power is all in the 
hands of Russia, and she is leaving no stone unturned to unearth any claim which may 
weigh in the scale when she fulfils the general opinion ot the country and demands the 

custody of the Holy Places. (Signed) CLIVE HIGIIAM. 


December 24, 181)8. 








